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PREFACE 


Engli'^h history now forms a subject of study onlj m 
the Third and Fourth classes of our High Englisn schools 
There are, however, numerous text-books on the subject 
in use in High English scliools, and an addition to their 
number nnj tlierefore appear to be superfluiuis, requiring 
an explanation During my caieer as a teacher, I have felt 
lint a connected but short history of the growth of 
England, wntten in a simple and lucid style and suited to 
the capacity of the lentjcr bo^s of those classes, is a 
desideratum, and many teachers ofloiig experience, whom 
I hive consulted on the subject, have also expressed the 
same view '1 he object of this little book is to meet 
the requiiemeiUs of those little boys, but bow far I 
have succeeded in my attempt it is not for me to say 
To add to the usefulness of the book I have included the 
contemporineoiis Indian events at the end of each chapter, 
ind Hue inserted the genealogies of the royal families 
ot Engl ind to illustrate some difliculL points of succession 

I am indebted to several of my friends for the valuable 
help the) lendered me in bringing out this b(-ok, and I 
take this opportmiuy of expressing my sincere thanks 
to all of them 

w irmcst thanks die also due lo Babu Ramjadu 
Bhatlacliary) i, letired Assistant Headmaster of the 
Hindi. School .ind present Principal of the Shree 
Vishuddhan inda Sarasvvati Vidyalaya, who ungrudgingly 
gave me the benefit of Ins unique expeiience m the 
preparation of tins book 

January, igi^ 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


The book has been thoroughly revised, considerably 
enlarged and brought up to date To increase the usefub 
ness of the book and to make it more interesting, several 
illustrative stories, poems and anecdotes have been inserted 
in this edition Another useful feature of the book in this 
edition IS the introduction of marginal notes, two valuable 
Appendices and a general Index I once more take this 
oppdVtunity to exp'^ess my gratitude to those gentlemen 
who have assisted me in compiling this book or in nassing 
It through the press 


Deccmheiy igiff 
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Indian Boys’ 

History of England 


Introduction. 


The British Empire —Ii^dia, the land we live in, 
forms a part of the British Kmpire, the largest Bmpire 
on the face of the globe This Empire is spread over 
all the continents, and over all the seas and oceans ol 
the world. The sun nes er sets upon this Empire It 
includes more than one-fifth of the total land-surface 
of the globe, and its population is more it* 

1 r 1 r . I 11 exlent and 

than one-fourth of the total inhabitants population 

of the world The centre of this magnificent Empire is 
a group of islands, off the north-w’est coast of Europe, 
better ‘known as the British Isles 

The British Isles consist of tw'o large and a great 
number of smaller islands The two largest are Great 
Britain and Ireland Great Britain includes England, 
Scotland and Wales Great Britain is Bntiih 
parted from Ireland by the Irish Sea and 
St George’s Channel On its eastern side, the North 
Sea, and on its Southern side, the English Channel cut 
It off from the mainland of Europe 
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Kvvers 


Surface 


The Physical Features of England —England forms 
by far the larger part of the Island of Great/Bntain 
The coast line of England is so deeply hollowed out 
^ by ba\s and inlets, so cut in and 

Coast-line , , , , 

indented by long arms of the sea, that 

ships find safe places for landing or loading goods on 

almost any part of her coast She has 

Kivers 

many large navigable rivers, the duel 

of which are the Thamics, the Severn, and the Humber 

She has very few mountains, eveept in the north and in 

^ ^ the west The centre, east and south of 

England form, a large plain, crossed by 

gently sloping hiMs Her soil is very fertile, and yields 

' abundant corn Her forests too, teem 

Soil * 

w'lth numerous oak, elm and beech trees 

England is the greatest mining country m the w'orld 

MinLiai most iniporta’^t minerals found in 

products lingland are coal, iron, copper, lead, /mc 

and tin , and these are the duel sources of tlie wealth 

of the country England enjoys, on the wdiole, a 

temperate and healthy climate, wdiich 

has caused the people to be strong, 

energetic and enterprising 


Mineral 

products 


Clirnate 


lufluence of Physical Features on the History of 
the Country —The long and deeply indented coasts ol 
Superiority of England have brought into existence a 
mSSue™' number of splendid ports— the 

her long and eastern ports, such as London and Hull, 

indented coast 

line trading with Europe and the East, the 

western, such as Liverpool and Bristol, trading wnth 
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the New World and the West. Thus the commerce of 
lingland Vs greater than that of any other country in 
the world The beds of coal and iron, which he be- 
neath her soil, have also helped her to hold the first 
place among the nations noted for manu- 

Greatness of 

lacture. Guarded on all sides by seas, v ngiish nnnu 
England requires neither large armies nor 
•jtrong fortifications to secure her from foreign invasions. 
So runs the poet's song — 


"Britannia needs no bulwarks. 

No towers along the steep , 

Her march is o'er the mountain-waves. 
Her home is on the deep 
With thunders from her native oak 
She quells the flood below " 


This insular position ‘of England has undoubtedly 
helped her to grow, in course of time, into the first rate 
naval power in the world Her navy has Naval and 

, , r 1 r coloni.lI supre 

not only served as a means of defence, macy 

but has also helped to extend Great Britain’s supremacy 

over half the world 


CHAPTER I. 

England before the Roman Conquest. 

The primitive people of Britain —In ages long gone 
by, the country in which the English people live, was 
not called England It w'as at that time known as 
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Britain The primitive people that dwelt there were 
not civilized. They lived in caves and deiyle forests 
with ^Mld animals which the}' used to kill with roughly 
made weapons of stones. These men are known in 
history as Pala3olithic Men or Men of the 
Old Stone Age In course of time they 
were succeeded by another race of men 
make better stone weapons They are 
know^n as Neolithic Men or Men of the 
New Stone Age The period is called 
the Stone Age, for then the use of metal 
w as unknowm to the people, and stone 'w as used for 
the making of fools and weapons 


The I’alacult 
thic Men 


wdio could 


The Neoli 
thic Men 


To these succeeded, in aftei ages, a race of men 
know n as the Celts The Celts w ere a 
The Celts branch of the Ar) ans, the forefathers of 

the liigh-caste Hindus, the Greeks, the 
Romans and other civili/ed nations of the world 
The Celts who came to h\e m Britain were called 
Britons 


They lived in small hut# made of thin branches of 
trees They were duided into numeious tribes, each 
of wdnch had its owm chief or king. They tilled the 
land and cultivated corn Though the Celts could not 
read gr wTite, they were cnilized enough to know 
the use of metals, both for w capons and ornaments 
The higher classes among them used to carry' on 
trade in tin, lead, corn and slaves with the other 
nations of Europe They w'ere heathens, and their 
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pruJbts, called Druids, were the lawgivers and the 
teachers of the people. Their religion was not free 
Irom cruel and barbarous practices. They even 
offered human sacrifices to their gods. From these 
Celts, the Scottish, Irish and Welsh people are mainly 
descended 

Contemporatidous Indian Events —In the earh' ages 
of the world, when Britain was steeped Anciem 
in the darkness of ignorance, India en- ^icnt India con 
loyed the honour of being one of the 
civilized countries of the Ktist Her civilization, it is 
.said, dates as far back as foui thousand years before 
Christ, when the Rig-Veda, the earliest literature of thd 
-Vryan-Hmdus, A\as composed Her political history, 
however, runs from the Sivth Century B C, \\hen 
the kingdom of Magadha ( modern Behar ) rose to 
prominence under the Sisunagas The g,.,unaga 
iireatest of the Sisunagas w as Ajatsatru 

” 11 r Tr 1 ® ^ — 3 ?® 

who concpiered the kingdom of Kosala 
( modern Oudh ) The Sisunaga dynasty was afterwards 
overthrown by the Xandas Alexander the Great, 
King ol Macedon, invaded India in the reign of the 
last Nanda King m 327 B C , and succeeded m conquer- 
ing the greater portion ol the Punjab Nanda Dynasty 
Alexander left India in 325 B. C Three ^ ^ 372-32S 
years later, a new dynasty, known as the Maurya 
dynasty, was established at Magadha, in Maurya Dynasty, 
the place of the Nanda dynasty, by ^ 322-^^ 
Chandragupta Maurya, a kinsman of the last Nanda 
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Chandragupta, kmg He soon became the master of the 

the first great “ i' 

Hindu Emperor hole of Northern India. In the Court 
of Chandiagupta the Great, the famous 
Greek ambassador Megasthenes resided 
for about five years and left a \ aluable account of India 
The grandson of Chandragupta Maury a was the far- 
iamed Asoka the Gicat \\ ho became, aftei 
Asoka the Great, acccbsion, a comert to Buddhism 

greatest kings He iiiadc Buddhism the state religion, 

of India 

and sent missionaries to se^ eral countries 
for its propagation The Maurya dynasty showed 
signs of decay after the death of Asoka the Great, 
and the dynasty came to an end in 184 B C The 
last Maiirya king \\as deposed and killed by his general 
Mitra Dynasty, Pushyamitra who secured the throne for 
B c 72—27 himself His dynasty, called the Mitra 
Dynasty, was in turn overthrown by the Kanvas wlio 
assumed po^^el in 72 B C 


CHAPTER II. 

The Roman Conquest of Britain. 

Julius Cassar’s First Invasion of Britain, B C 55 — 
Two thousand years ago, the Romans, the forefathers 
of the modern Italians, were the bravest and most 
civilized people m Europe They had conquered a great 
part of Europe and part of Asia and Africa. One of their 
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most celebrated men, named Julius 
Caesar, ^as a great general as well as an 
able writer. It is chiefly from a book of his, called the 
Commoifarivs of Caesar, that we get the hrst historical 
account of Britain. Thib great Roman general had, for 
some years before B C 55, been engaged in conquering 
Gaul, which is now called France The Celts of Britain 
helped their kinsmen 111 Gaul m their resistance to 
Rome To punish the Britons, Julius Ctcsar, invaded 
Britain m 55 B. C He landed m Kent near the 
present town of Deal The Britons so bravely opposed 
him that he was forced* to return to Gaul, ^Mthout 
achieving any success 

Julius CsBsar’s Second Invasion, B C 54 —In fhe 
following summer, Cfesar came again to Britain with 
a large army. One of the British chiefs, named Cassibe- 
lan, opposed him on the north bank of the Thames 
Ceesar, however, burnt his stronghold, defeated him 
in battle, and compelled him to submit He then went 
back to Gaul after imposing a tribute on the Britons, 
which was never paid 

Later Bomon Invasions and Conquest — After Julius 
Caesar's invasion, the Romans did not molest the Bn- 
tons for about a centur} In 43 A D , however, the 
Roman Emperor Claudius sent an army for the conquest 
of Britain The Britons tned their utmost to save their 
country from falling into the hands of the Romans, 
but in vain. Britain was at that time composed of 
several small kingdoms which were taken by the 



8 


THE INDIAN BOYS' 


Romans one by one. A British chieftain, Caractacus 

Caracta s name, fought very bravely against the 

' ' Romans But m 5 1 A D he was defeated 
and taken prisoner. When he was being carried through 
the streets of Rome, lined with beautiful houses and 
temples, he is said to have cried out, ^'Alas, how can 
a nation possessing such nches covet* my humble 
cottage in Britain*” After this, ■tthen led before 
Claudius, he spoke with such manly bearing that 
the Emperor immediately set him free Some years 
later. Queen Boadicea, the ^vldow of a chief who 
ruled over the part of Britain now known as 
Norfolk and Suffolk, being cruelly treated by the 
Rsmans, headed a great revolt. She destroyed several 
Roman towns add strongholds in Britain, but after 

her defeat m 61 A D., she put an end 

(Jueen Buadicea , r i 

to her life by taking poison. The man 
who really conquered Britain was Julius Agncola who 
was Its governor from 78 to 84 A. D. He was a 
wise statesman, and did all he could to civilise the 
Britons and make them happy The Romans, however, 
could not subdue the Piets and Scots, dwelling on the 
northern part of the island, now called Scotland To 
keep them back. Emperor Hadrian built a high w^all in 
121 A. D, stretching from the Solw'ay P'lrth to the 
mouth of the Tyne. 

Bffect of the Roman Conquest.— The Roman con- 
quest was a blessing to Britain, as it brought her in 
contact with a civilized nation of Europe The Romans 
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soon taught the Britons how to read and write They 
e courfJ^ed trade and improved agriculture They taught 
the people how to build houses with bricks and* ‘stones. 
They built several large and splendid towns like London 
and York They made a large number of good roads. 
They also gave a good system of law to’the Britons. 

During the Roman occupation of Britain, Christian 
missionaries came and introduced Christianity In 
short, the Romans did all they could to make the 
Britons wiser and happier. 

Withdrawal of the Bomans, 410 A D.— The Roman 

occupation ol Britain lasted for more 
. 1 .111/. T Roman** 

than three hundred and Idly years. In leave Britain m 
410 A. D, the Romans withdrew from ^ 

Britain in order to defend their native country against 
the invasions of the Goths, the Vandals, the Huns and 
other barbarous tribes 


Contemporaneous Indian Events —During the period 
ol Roman invasion and subsequent occu- Kanva Dynasty, 
pation of Britain, India was being ruled ^ 7 *— 27 

over by the Kanvas, the Andhras and the Guptas. The 
Andhras W'ho came Ironi Southern India and overthrew 


the Kanvas in 27 B C , remained supreme 
in Northern India for about three 


Andhra Dynasty, 
B C 27— A D 
226 


centuries. In the beginning of the fourth century A D., 
the Guptas took their rise, when Hinduism w'as once 
more revived m a popular lorm. The oupta Dynasty, 
greatest of the Gupta emperors was ^ ^ 320—720 
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Samudra Gupta, sumamed the "Indian Napolean” for 
his splendid career of conquest. The successor of 
Samudra Gupta was Chandra Gupta II , better known 
„ , „ as V'^ikramaditya the Great, a great 

Samudra Gupta 

—the Indian patron ot art <ind literature The cele- 

Napoiean biated "Nine Gems,” including the 

immortal poet Kalidas, adorned the court of this mighty 
emperor During the reign of Chandra Gupta II , the 
celebrated Chinese pilgrim Fa Hian came to India 

Chandra Gupta *^1 Order to Visit the Buddhist holy 
Vikrainaditya places, Chandra Gupta II died in 

413 A. D 


CHAPTER III 

The Anglo-Saxon Conquest of Britain. 

Gradual Conquest of the Country by th6 Anglo- 
Saxona— Taking advantage of the withdrawal of the 
Romans, the Picts and Scots began to pour into the 
country, and harass the Biitoiis. To drive them back, 
the unwarlike Britons invited the help of some 
foreign tribes from the northern shores of Germany 
These tribes belonged to the Teutonic race, and 
included the Jutes, the Angles, and the Saxons 
They soon grew into one nation under 

The coming r. 

of the the name of the Anglo-Saxons or the 

English English. The parts of Britain in which 

these newcomers came to settle, were henceforth known 
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as Kn^land or the land of the Englifli. First of 
all came the Jutes in 449 A D , under their chiefs, 
Hcngist and Horsa They defeated the Piets and Scots, 
and then turned their victorious arms against the 
Britons, and succeeded in forming the kingdom of Kent 
Next came the Angles and the Saxons The struggle 
between the Anglo-Saxons and the Britons continued 
bitterly for more than a century and a half , and by the 
year 613 A D, the greater part of Bntain fell into the 
hands of the imaders who soon drove out the Britons to 
the west into the inounLimous districts of Wales 


Several Saxon kingdoms thus came into existence, and 
the seven that played a very prominent part in the early 


history of Britain, were kno\Mi as the 
Heptarchy They were Kent, Sussex, 


The Ilcptirchy 


Wessex, Essex, East Anglia, Northumbria and Mercia 


These kingdoms were in constant strife with one 
another in which the more po\\erful chiefs tried to 
become Brctwalda or Overlord of the whole Island 
In 827 A D , Egbert, King of Wessex, 
reduced all other kingdoms of the king"f thr™*'* 
Heptarchy, and took upon himself the English m 827 
title of King of the English 


Character of the Bnghsh Conquest —The English 
settlers were rude and fierce heathens When they 
came to Britain they brought with them their worship 
of Woden, the god of war, of Thor, the god of thunder, 
and of many other gods. With their advent Roman 
civilization and Christianity disappeared from the 



12 


THE INDIAN BOYS 


The Witan 


country. Tlfty hated town life and began to live in 
villages. They were ruled over by kings, whc^" were 
chosen by the Witan or the Assembly of the wise men. 
This Assembly resembled, to some extent, the present 
House of Lords The powers of the 
Wftan were indeed very great. It could 
elect or depose a king, and its opinion wak absolutely 
necessary m making laws and in declaring a war or 
concluding a peace 

Conversion ofthe English to Christianity —Christian- 
ity, as we have seen, had been introduced into Britain 
by the Romans, but the English invaders 

Pope Gregory , .i n j i i 

who were heathens, pulled down the 
British churches, slew the Christian priests, and entirely 
rooted it out from the land. 

In the Sixtli Century, there Was a good Christ.an 
priest at Rome, named Gregory Once he saw^ some 
good-looking English boys for sale in the slave-market of 
Rome, and asked who they were. When he w'as told 
that they were Angles, he exclaimed, ‘Tf they w'ere but 
Christians, they w'ould be Angels and not Angles” 
Years afterwards when he became Pope or the spiritual 
head of the Christians, he sent a Roman 
St Augustine monk named St. Augustine wnth a band 

of forty missionaries to convert the heathen English. 
In S97 A. D , St Augustine landed in Kent and 
first of all converted its king Ethelbert, whose wufe 
was a Christian princess of France. The people of 
Kent and of Southern England soon followed the 
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example of Ethelbert The new religion soon spread 
from 7, the south to the north mainly through the 
energy and exertion of a missionary ^ 
named Paulmus, who after\\ards became 
Archbishop of York Ireland and Scotland had already 
been converted into the new faith by St. Patrick 
and St. Col^iimba respectnely 

Contemporaneous Indian Events— When Britain 
was being gradually conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, 
India was very much distuibed by the repeated 
incursions of the Huns, a barbarian tribe inhabiting the 
steppes of Central Asia • They divided themselves into 
two mam streams, one inxadmg Europe, and the 
other directing their course towards India "The 
Gupta Empire was unable to resist the shock of the 
new iinasion, and it fell to pieces The Huns established 
themselves in the Punjab, and proceeded southwards 
till the greater portion of Mahva fell into their hands 
But about 530 A D , the> were utterly 
defeated at the battle of Kahror by 
King Yasodhannan et Ujjain, at first a 
feudatory of the Guptas 

After his v ictory over the Huns, he assumed the title 
of Emperor. His empire extended from the Himalayas 
to the Eastern Ghats, and from the Brahmaputra 
to the Arabian Sea After the death of Yasodharman, 
India w as split up into a number of small kingdoms, 
carrying on petty quarrels wnth one another. In the 
beginning of the seventh centurj A D , how'ever, the 
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kingdom of Thaneswar rose to prominence under 

Ii«sh.,»dh». Harsavardhan or Siladitya II , the last 

the last great great Hindi! Emperor of Northern India 
Hindu Emperor i i, • i i 

of Nortiiern He was a Buddliist king, and it was 

during his reign that the great Chinese 

traveller and monk Hieun Tsang came to India He 

resided here for hfteen years, and studied Sanskrit at 

the famous University of Nalanda Hdrsha reigned 

from 606 to 648 A. D With liis death his vast empire 

fell to pieces, followed by a period of disturbance and 

confusion m the course of which the Rajputs took 

their rise, and established themselves in different parts 

of the country 
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Edgar Etheling Margaret = Malcolm of Scotland 

I • 

Matilda = Henry I of the Norman Dynasty 



CHAPTER IV. 

M 

* 

England under the Early Anglo-Saxon Kings. 

1. Egbert (827-830) — There were fifteen earl) 
Anglo-Saxon kings The hue of the early Anglo-Saxon 
kings begins with Egbert, king of Wessex, who, as we 
have seen, brought all other kingdoms in England 
under his rule in 827 A D His dominions extended 
from the Eirth of Forth to the Straits of Dover In 
this reign the Danes first began to pour into England, 
but they soon retired alter their defeat by Egbert in 

836 A D. The ^Danes belonged to the 

oT* ^ Teutonic race, and inhabited the kingdoms 
ihe Danes Denmark, Sweden and Norway They 

were also called Vikings and Northmen or I^orsenien. 
They were pirates by trade, and their standard bore 
the figure of a black raven At first they remained 
contented with plundering the coasts of England, but, 
in course of time, they came to settle in the country 
and gradually began to conquer and rule over it 
Egbert died in 839 A D 

2. Bthelwulf(839-858)— Ethelwulf, son of Egbert, 
succeeded to the throne in 839 A D. It was in his reign 
that the Danes for the first time ventured to winter in 
England. 

3. Ethelbald (858-860) —Ethelwulf died in 858 A.D , 
and was succeeded by his eldest son Ethelbald. His 
reign, though a short one, was not free from the 
incursions of the Danes 
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4 . ■Rthelbert ( 860 - 866 ) — Ethelbert, second son of 
Ethelwulf, succeeded to his brother’s throne in 860 A D 
His leign was an almost constant struggle with the 
Danes. In this reign the Danes established themselves 
in the Isle of Thanet He died in 866 A D , and uas 
succeeded by his brother Ethelred 

5 Bthelred\ ( 866 — 871 ) — In this reign the Danes 
conquered Northuinbiia and East Vnglia, and became 
masters of all the eastern part ol England The English, 
led by the king's youngest brothei, Alfred, fought 
bravely but could not turn them out Ethelred died in 
871, and was succeeded by ‘Alfred 

0 Alfred the Great ( 871 - 901 ) —The sixth and 
greatest king of the line was Alfied tlie Great, the 
youngest son of Ethel v\ ulf, and grandson ol Egbert, who 
came to the throne of England in 871 A D. His early 
life w'as shaped by his mother, Osburga This good and 
learned woman early fostered in him a love of learning. 
He had been sent foi education to Rome, and there he 
learned many useful things that helped him to rule his 
subjects w'lsely. The Danes who had already occupied 
Mercia, East Anglia, and r^oithumbria, suddenly march- 
ed upon Wessex in 878 A D, and o\erran the wdiole 
kingdom Alfred was obliged to fl) from Wessex and 
take refuge 111 the Island of Athelney, in the marshes 
of Somersetshire It is related that one day, while 
Alfred was there, he, disguised as a peasant, sought refuge 
in the cottage of a shepherd The shepherd's w'lfe, not 
knowing the king, ordered him to look after some 

2 
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cakes which she had laid on the hearth to bake. The 
king's mind was, however, so much filled/' ^Mth the 
miseries and disasters of his o\Nn kingdom, that he 
forgot all about the cakes and let them bum The 
shepherd’s wife, on her return, began to scold him 
severely. Just then some of his nobles came in, and 
told him that the Danes had been » defeated in a 

I 

great battle The shepherd's ife w as much surprised 
when she found that her guest ^\ as the king of England. 
She now fell on her knees and asked the king’s pardon. 
Alfred not only forgave her for her scolding, but also 
thanked her heartily for letting him live so comfortably 
m her cottage A little later, he collected a fine army 
and completely defeated the Danes at Ethundun in 878 
A. D By the Treaty of Wedmore, concluded in 879 
A D , the Danes ackiiow ledged Alfred as their overlord, 
and a small strip of the country on the eastern coast, 
called Danelangh, \\as given to Guthiam, the leader of 
the Danes ho agreed to be a Christian The remain- 
ing years of Alfred’s reign were marked b}' peace and. 
prosperity throughout his kingdom. He gave England 
her first fleet. He drew up a new code of laws He 
encouraged learning, and established several schools 
throughout England He rote some books and trans- 
lated several Latin w orks into English for the benefit of 
his subjects. He died m 901 A D. 

7 . Edward the Elder ( 901 - 925 ).— Alfred the Great 
w as succeeded by his son Edv\ ard the Elder, an able 
and vigorous ruler He fought hard with the Danes, and 
reconquered a portion of the Danelaugh. 
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8 . Athelstan (925-940) —Atlielstan, the eldest son 
of Edvvai^d, succeeded his father m 925 . He defeated 
the Danes with great slaughter, and completely broke 
the power of the Danes To encourage trade and 
commerce, he made a law that a merchant who had 
made three voyages with his own ship, \\ as to be raised 
to the rank of a thane or nobleman He died in 940 , 
and was siiccee(\ed b}' his brother ICdmund. 

9 Edmund (940-940) —Edmund began his leign 
■well. But he reigned only six yeais, and met his death 
at the hands ot a robbei . 

10 Bdred (940-955) - 0*n the nuir(Jer of lidmiind, 
his brother Edred was made king His chief adMser 
^\ as Diinstan, the Abbot of Glastonbur) . 

11 Bd-wy (955-959) —Edred died childless So he 
'.vas succeeded bv I{d\\ \ , eldest son of his brother 
ICdinimd. The king soon quarrelled A\ith Dunstan 
who had by this time become the chief support 
of the kingdom, on account of the opposition he 
offered to the king’s marriage AMth ins distant cousin 
Ethelgiva. 

12. Edgar the Peaceable (959-975) —Edgar succeed- 
ed his brother Edwy in 9 S 9 He A^as surnamed “The 
Peaceable", because his poweiful fleet of 300 ships kept 
England safe from invasion On his accession to the 
throne, he recalled Dunstan, made him Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and appointed him his chief adviser. The 
peace and prosperity of England during this time AAere 
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mainl)' due to the valuable advice and "w ise policy of 
this great Saxon statesmai> Dunstaii 

Dunitin 11.1 j- r- 

who lived through the reigns of five 

kings and exercised great political inlluence. He won 
over the Danes, firmly enforced justice, and rebuilt 
the inoiiastenes which the Danes had destroyed 

13 Edward the Martyr (975 979V-Edgar died in 
975 A D , and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
Edward the Martyr. Edward was soon murdered by 
his step-mother in order to make room for her own son 
Ethelred the Unready This sad fate of the prince 
earned for him the surnantfe of "Mart) r.” 

4 

14 Ethelred the Unready (979-1016) —Ethelred, the 
step-brother of Edward, w^as a very selfish and weak 
prince. Shortly after his accession, the Danes renew’ed 
their incursions, and the king, following the advice of 
his worthless counsellors, tried to biiv oft the Danes, 
and lor this purpose levied a special tax on land called 
Dancgehi on his people This of course atti acted fresh 
hordes of the Danes To make matteis woise, lithelred 
ordered a wholesale massacre of the Danes m England 
on St Brice's Day m 1002 A D To avenge this 
massacre, the Danish king Sweyn invaded England, 
drove Ethelred out of the country, and proclaimed him- 
self king of England On the death of Sweyn m 1014 
A D, Ethelred was lecalled, and he ruled England for 
two years more Ethehed earned for himself the nick- 
name of "Unready" or "Uncounselled”, for he would 
not listen to the good advice of Dunstan and others. 
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In this reign Dunstan retired to his abbey at 
■Glastonburj^, and died. 

16 Edmund Ironside (1016-1017)— The death of 
Ethelred the Unready in ioi6 A D was followed by a 
contest for the throne between his o\\ n son Edmund 
Ironside and Canute, son of Sweyn The contest ended 
in a partition of the kingdom betw een the tw o rivals. 
In the following 3'ear, lulmiiiid who w'as called Ironside 
/or his strength and biavery, was murdered, and 
Canute became king of the English 


Contemporaneous Indian Events —At the time 
w'hen .Alfred the Great and his successors were ruling 
over England, the Rajputs made themselves masters of 
both Xorthein and Southern India, except Sind and 
Multan which had already fallen into ( iusl of the fall 
the hands of the Muhammadans, But of uk Hindus 


the Rajputs soon engaged themselves in incessant 
civil war which made the national union impossi- 
ble Taking advantage of this internal weakness of the 


country', Sabuktigin, king of Gha/ni, in- 
vaded the Punjab, defeated its king and 


House of (>Iiazni. 


took possession of the country as far as the Indus After 


the death of Sabuktigin, his son Sultan Mahmud came 


to the throne of Ghazni m 999 A D., 
and led not less than tw elve expeditions 
into India, which resulted in the sack 


Sultan Mahmud’s 
Indian 
expeditions 


of Thaneswar, Mathura and Somnath, and in the 
conquest of the whole of the Punjab, Thus we find 
that W’hen the House of Ghazni was disturbing the 
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peace of Hidusthaii, the Danes also renewed their incur- 
sions in England ^\ith fresh vigour and iiltimatel)' 
succeeded in establishing their authority 'over the ^\hole 
of England 


CHAFfER V 

England under the Danish Kings Restoration 
of the Old Saxon line 

1, Canute the Great ( 1017 - 1035 ) — Three Danish 
kings ruled England for a period of tM enty-foiir years 
The first of these kings was Canute the Great He was 
also king of Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Though 
a foreigner, he soon proved himself a good and popular 
ruler In the treatment ot his subjects, he made no 
distinction between the Danes and the English He 
respected the laws of the English and maintained peace 
in the country 

There is a story connected with the name of 
Canute, w'hich show's how good and pious he was. 
Some of his courtiers tried to win his favour by 
praising him too much One day they told him that 
he was so pow'erful that even the w'aves of the sea 
would do w'hat he bade them The king, in order to 
teach these courtiers a lesson, ordered his servants to 
place his chair on the sea-shore, when the tide was 
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rising. Seating himself in his chair, he raised his hand 
in commAnd, and said to the sea, 

“From the sacred shore I stand on, 

I command thee to retreat , 

Venture not, thou stormy rehtj. 

To approach thy master's seat. 

Oce^, be thou still ’ I bid thee 
Cope not nearer to my feet " 

But the sea seemed not to mind his command. The 
waves came up higher and higher till it wetted him 
and his foolish courtiers , Then lie rose up and said 
to them, “Learn from w’h<it you have now seen that 
there is One only who can say to these weaves, — Thus 
Jar shall thou go, and no furihn, and that One is God.” 
It is said that from that day Canute wore his crown no 
more. He died m 1035 A D 

2 & 3 Harold I. and Hardicanute ( 1035-1041 ) — 
Canute w'as succeeded by his two sons Harold and 
Hardicanute, one after the other. They w'ere very 
bad Xings As they both died vn ithout heirs, the Danish 
rule came to an end 111 England, and the old line of 
Anglo-Saxon kings w as restored 

The Restored Anglo-Saxon Line —There were only 
two kings of the restored Saxon line, Edward the Con- 
fessor and Harold 

1 . Edward the Confessor ( 1 042-1066 ) —Edward w^as 
the son of Ethelred the Unready and Emma, a princess 
of Normandy. The province of Normandy, which lies 
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on the north coast of France, had been formed about a 
hundred years before by the Northmen or the Normans. 
These Normans were only a branch of the Danes 
When they settled in Normandy, they spoke the French 
tongue, and adopted the French laws and manners. 
Their ruler w^as called the Duke of Normandy. When 
the Danish king 5w’eyn imaded Englaiid|i Edw ard, then 
a mere child; as sent b}*^ his father to the court of 
Normandy. Here he remained for tififentj-^-seven years 
and grew’ to be a Norman rather than an Englishman 
in his speech, manners and tastes. When he came to 
the throne ot England, he gave all the offices of power 
and trust to his Norman favourites and thereby 
incurred the displeasure of the English nation. On his 
death-bed, he is said to have nominated his cousin 
William, Duke of Normandy, as his successor. He W’as 
called the Confessor, on account of his piety and holy 
life. He left the care of Ins government hrst in the 
hands of a powerful nobleman named Godwun, Earl 
of Wessex, and afterw’ards entrusted it to Godwin's son 
Harold. Under the careful management of Harolc]’, the 
country grew in w’ealth, prosperity and happiness. 
He died in 1066 A. D. 

2. Harold II. (1066).— Edward died childless and so 
the immediate heir of Edw’ard the Confessor vras a boy 
named Edgar But he w’as set aside, and Harold, son 
of Earl Godwin, w’as unanimously elected king by the 
Witan, as they w’ere anxious for a good and strong 
ruler. Harold ruled only nine months. William, 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


25 


Duke of Normandy, claimed the English Cfoami and 
threatened to invade England Harold’s o^\n brother 
Tostwig who had he^i deposed and 
exiled from his earldom of Nortlnimber- 
land, on account of his cruel and tyrannical rule, 
in\aded the north of England, assisted by the King 
of Norway Vostwig, howe\er, ^\as defeated and 
slam AMth the King of Xonsay at the ijuiicof 
battle of Stamford Bridge. Harold then nrulge 

hurried south, and found that William had already 
landed at Pevensey in Sussex with his Norman 

followers. A inemoiable battle Mas Bank of Seniac 
fought on October, 14, 1066 A, D,at or H.isungs, 1066 

Hastings between Harold and William. The battle 
which was fought on the hill of Senlac lasted the 
whole day, from sunrise to sunset The linglish 
soldiers fought with great Aaloiir, but the Normans 
gained the day. Harold fell fighting bra\ely, and 
William was left master of the country. The govern- 
ment of England thus passed into the hands of the 
NormAns. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events — When England 
was being luled over b)' till ee Danish and two restored 
Anglo-saxon kings, the petty princes of India carried 
on their mutual struggle with much bitterness. Even 
the raids of Sultan JMa-hamud could not induce them 
to present a united front to their common enemy, the 
Muhammadans. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

England under the Norman Sovereigns. 

1 William I., the first Norman Sovereign of Eng 
land (1060-1087) —After the battle of Hastings, William 
marched to London, and was elected king by the Witan. 
Oil Christmas day, 1066 A D , he was formally croA\ned 
at Westminister Abbe) In 1067, William ^^ent 
to Normandy, leading the administration of the 
country in the hands oftno Norman nobles These 
men began to oppress the English A ii)crc\oit 
series of revolts soon broke out in of ihei- ngiish 

the ^\est and north of England The English called 
the Danes to their 'help, but William hastened back 
to England, bought off th^ Danes, and put dow n the 
English revolts itli merciless cruelty He ravaged the 
northern counties, and confiscated the lands of those 
Avho had taken part in the late rebellion 

William introduces the Feudal System into- 
England —After subduing the English, William anted 
to re\X\ird his Norman followers with the 'vast estates 
he had confiscated These he gave, in larger or smaller 
portions, to his greater nobles, known as barons or 
tenants-in-chief, on condition of military ser\ ice The 
great nobles in their turn granted part of their estates 
to their followers called subtenants or knights on 
similar terms The land thus given to a baron as the 
wages of his war-service was regarded as his feud or 
fee, and the system of holding lands in this w ay w'as 
called the Feudal System. Every one w’ho held lands,. 
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either from the king or his tenant, Vook an oath to be 
laithful to his loul, and did honuge for his estates 
The Feudal System resembled, to some extent, the 
grant of /ai^ns by the Mogul Emperors of India. 

To carry out this new sjstem of land tenure in 
hhigland, William, in 1085, ordered a coiyplete survey 
ol his kingdom 111 order to know the extent, nature 
and exact diA isions ot all the lands in lingland, as well 
as the amount of payments or service due to the 
Domesdiv Book, rcsults of the Survey were 

1085 vvritten down cn a book, knowm as the 

iJomesday Book. 

% 

William’s measures to keep tRe Norman barons in 
check — Although William rewarded his Norman nobles 
by giving them large estates, he adopted tw o very w ise 
measures to keep them m check. As regards his first 
measure, w'e find that in granting large estates to his 
Norman nobles, he was careful that no noble received 
too large estates m one place. The result was that if 
a noble w ished to rebel against the king, he coulji not 
recruit his men in one place The second measuie 
was far moie important than the first In io86, 
The Oath at William summoned all the land-owners 
Sahshurj, 1087 England to Salisbury Plain, and made 

them swear allegiance to their king first and then 
to their lords This is known in history as the 
Salisburv Oath. 

Last days of William. — William w^as very fond of 
hunting, and so he destroyed a number of villages in 
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Hampshire to create a forest for Ins favourite game 
The forest was known as the New Forest A number 
of severe Forest La^\s were also passed by him 
William had a quarrel with the King of France, and 
so he led an army into that country While he was 
besieging the town of Mantes in 1087, he received 
a mortal w^ound and died On his death-bed he 
bequeathed Normandv to his eldest son Robert, and 
England to his favourite son William Rufus 

2 William II 0087-1100) -The reign of William 
II , surnamed Rufus from his red appeaiance, lasted for 
thirteen yeais He was cruel and t} rannical, and carried 
on constant fighting w ith his barons He was killed by 
an arrow while hunting in the New' Forest. It was 
during tins reign that his elder brother Robert, Duke 
of Normandy, took part in the first Crusade The 
Crusade w'as an expedition undertaken by the Christian 
princes of Europe to rescue the holy cit} of 
Jerusalem from the hands of the Turks who were 
Muhammadans, and who treated the Christian pilgrims 
with^great cruelty As Robert had no money to pay 
the expenses of the expedition, he pledged his dukedom 
to his brother William and joined the expedition Those 
w'ho joined this expedition wore a cross sewn on their 
dress and w’ere called the Crusaders The first Crusade 
W'as successful Jerusalem wois rescued from the hands 
of the Turks, and a Christian kingdom was set up there 

3. Henry I. (1100-1135) —Henry I. w'as the } oungest 
son of William the Conqueror He w'as learned and 
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The 1< irst t barter 
of Liberties 


fond of books and study, and so he was called Beauclerc 
or Fine Scholar. He was also called the '%ion of 
Justice” for his strict maintenance of order in the 
country. He gave England peace and prosperity. 
He married Matilda of Scotland, who was descended 
from the old kings of Wessex This marriage pleased 
his luighsh subjects, as it united the Saxon and the 
Xormaii royal lines. 

Henry’s Government —On his accession to the throne, 
he issued a Chaiter of Liberties in which he 
promised to keep the old laws, free- 
dom and religion of the English people 
in, tact. He reformed the law coiiits and improved 
the methods of government It w as during his reign 
that wool-growing and weaving were hrst introduced 
into England. 

Last days of Henry I —But the last days of this good 
and popular monarch were not happy. His only son 
William was drowmed m the English Channel while 
Teturning from Normandy to England The onijj heir 
now left to him w\is a daughter named 
Matilda who has been married to 
Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of Anjou, a province in 
France Henry now nominated her as his successor, 
and made some of the barons sw^ear that they wmuld 
support the claim of his daughter. He died in 1 135 . 


Alalilda 


4 Stephen (1135-1154).— But the majority of the 
barons did not like to be ruled by a woman, and when 
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Henry died, they chose Stephen, a grandson of William 
the Conqueror, as their king Matilda was not a ^\oman 
to abandon her claim She took up arms, and some of 
the barons joined her. A long civil war lollo^^ed. To 
help the cause of his niece Matilda, King David of 
Scotland invaded linglaiid, but was totally defeated in 
the Battle of the Standard in 1138. Battle of tlic 
So long the ^^ar between Stephen and 
Matilda continued, the country suffered terribly. 
Corn-fields were laid w'astc, trade and industry 
w'ere ruined, and the barons took the oppoitunity to 
oppress the people There was nothing but misery 
from one end ol the kingdom to the other The war, 
however, was brought to an end by the xre-ity of Wm * 
Treaty of Winchester, by wdiich Stephen 
w'as to leign as long as he lived, but )'oung Henry, son 
of Matilda, w'as recognised as his successor. Stephen 
died in 1154. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events —During the 
Norman rule m England, the same state of affairs 
contiriued in India as before. Each of the numeious 
petty states into which tlie country was divided, tried 
at this time to aggrandise itself at the cost of the other, 
The^ intestine quaireE among the Indian princes 
naturally rendered the country w eak. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

iSngland under the Plantagenet Kings. 

Plantagenet Dynasty —There were altogether eight 
kings of the Plantagenet dynasty The name Planta- 
genet IS derived from planta gennla, the Latin term for 
the shrub called broom, a branch of which, Geoffrey, 
father of Henry II , the first king of this dynasty, used 
to wear in his helmet 

1 Henry II ( 1154-1189 ) -In 1154, Henry II , 
grandson of Henry I .ind son ol Geoffrey Plantagenet, 
ascended the tlirone ol England in accordance w ith the 
terms of the Treaty of Winchester, tie was the most 
powerful prince o( his time. Before lus accession to 
the till one of England, he had been Duke of Normandy 
and Count of Anjou He had also w'on the southern 
and western parts of France through his marriage with 
lileanoi of Aquitaine. After his accession to the 
English throne, he subdued the Scots and the Welsh, 
and conquered Ireland. 

Hen/y 11 restores order — The first thing he did, 
after coming to the throne, w'as to restore peace and 
order in the country after the anarchy in Stephen’s 
reign He put down the oppression and lawlessness 
of the barons, and caused tliem to pull down their 
castles 

Henry II 's Reforms.— In accordance wnth the terms 
of the Feudal SVstem, the feudal tenants had to follow 
their lords to the w ars even in foreign lands, and this 


3 
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was a great hardship to them Henry ordered that they 
Scutage or ^ight pay money, called ‘Scatage’ or 

ShieidMoney ‘Shield Money,' instead of following the 

barons to foreign lands. He also issued a ne^\ and 
good coinage 

Henry II also reformed the administration of justice 
He caused the judges to go round the ccKintry at certain 
times to hear law-suits and to settle 

Judicial Kcforms , , • . 

disputes He at the same time began a 
kind of trial by jury He ordered that persons accused 
of crime should be tried b> the help of a body of tweh e 
men, chosen from the ' people who lived in the 
district of the accused, and who swore that they would 
tell the truth as they knew it. The word jury is 
derived from the Latin word juraii which means 
sworn men. 


His Quarrel with the Clergy.— Since the time of 
William the Conqueror, clergymen, accused of any crime, 
were tried not in the King’s Court, but in the Church 
Courts, Avith the result that they* w'ere not properly 
punished Henry II w'anted to have them tried in 
the King's Court, but he w'as opposed by the English 
clergy, headed by Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury 


This Thomas Becket was the most prominent figure 
in the reign of Henry II. He was the son of a rich 
London merchant He was one of the 

Thomas Becket , . , r . • ■r. 

best educated men of his time Brave, 
handsome and able, he soon rose high in the, king's 
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favour till he became Archbishop of Canterbury Henry 
hoped tl^at Becket, his favourite, would support him in 
carrying out his reforms about the trial of the clergy ; 
but he was mistaken. As soon as Becket was appointed 
Archbishop, he set 'himself to oppose Henry's reforms 
in ever}' possible way This enraged the king, and in 
1164 he called^ together a council of clergy and barons 
at Clarendon, near Salisbury, and there drew 
up a set of lavA s, called the Constitutions of constitutions 
Clarendon These Constitutions limited „ 

Clirendon 

the power of the clergy and made them 
subject to the King’s couijt Becket at first agreed to 
these laws, but he soon repented of h/s hasty act, and 
the quarrel between him and the king became much 
more violent than ever Becket was now driven out 
of the kingdom by Henry He went to France, where 
he redded for si\ years On his return in 1 170, he was 
murdered at the instigation of the king, by four knights 
on the steps of the altar of the Cathedral at Canterburj' 
Effect of the Quarrel —The murder of Becket made 
Henry’s case worse than before His enemies took 
advantage of this murder The great nobles rose in 
rebellion. Even his own sons, assisted by the king of 
France, took up arms against him But king Henry 
was equal to the occasion He put down the revolts 
v\ ith admirable skill He then w ent to Canterbury and 
did severe penance at Becket’s tomb to satisfy his 
people Moreover he gave up his claims over the clergy 
He died m 1189, and was succeeded by his second son 
Richard 
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2. Richard I. (1180-1199).— Richard was called the 
Lion-hearted for his enormous strength and>dauntless 
courage in battle. The history of the reign of this 
king is little more than a history of his warlike deeds 
He spent only seven mon^s in England out of his rejgn 
of ten years Early in his reign, he joined the Crusaders 
and succeeded in defeating the Turks ; but he failed to 
take Jerusalem On his way to England, he fell into 
the hands of the Duke of Austria with whom he liad 
quarrelled at Jerusalem The Duke sold him ‘to the 
Emperor of Germany Avho kept him in prison. He was 
released after a long time only on payment of a heav y 
ransom by the Ehghsh people wdio loved him for his 
■bravery 

During his absence from the kingdom, his youngest 
brothel John tried, by the help of the king of France, 
to seize the throne but failed, as the English people 
did not like this prince. Richard returned to England 
m 1 194, and generously forgave his brother. But soon 
he went to France to fight with the king of that 
country, who had helped his brother to rob him of his 
kingdom. In the course of this war with France, 
he was killed by an arrow shot from a castle wduch 
he had besieged As he died childless, he was succeeded 
by his youngest brother John. 

3 John (1199-1210)— John, the youngest son ol 
Henry II., w'as one of the most unpopular kings that 
ever sat on the English tlirone. During his reign of 
seventeen years he committed many blunders. Arthur, 
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soil of John's elder brother Geoffrey, had a better and 
stronger ^?laim to the crown He was, however, taken 
prisoner, and afterwards murdered The king of France, 
who took up the cause of Arthur, summoned John 
to his Court to answer for the murder of his nephew 
A'i John refused to attend his Court, the king of 
France seized Normandy and most of the other French 
provinces held by the English kings, except a small 
strip of land in the soutli 

John’s Quarrel with the Pope of Rome —Not long 
after the loss of the French fiossessions John quarrelled 
with the Pope of Rome about the election of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury The Pope appointed a 
'iian named Stephen Langton, the wisest and most 
learned Englishman of his day, to the post But John 
objected and w'ould not allow Langton to act as 
Archbishop The Pope, being angry, laid England 
under an interdict, that is to say, he forbade the 
Fnglish clergy to perform any of the services of the 
Church^ The result w^as that all public worship was 
forbidden, and all Churches were closed But still Jg|in 
would not yield The Pope then excommunicated him, 
that IS to say, John was deprived of the privileges of 
the Church, and no Christian w’^as to have anything to 
do with him. John, however, still continued obstinate 
He w'ent on confiscating the lands of the clergy and 
ol his subjects In I2i2, the Pope declared that John 
had no right to reign any longer, and called upon the 
king of France to invade England and depose John. 
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At this John gave way and agreed to accept Langton 
as Archbishop. 

John quarrels with the English barons and after- 
wards signs the Magna Gharta — After Ins submission 
to the Pope, John began to treat his subjects with 
greater cruelty and injustice. The English, barons wanted 
that the king should rule with justice and mercy. But 
the king did not pay heed to the advice of the barons, 
so they became enraged and collected an army to bring 
the king to his senses Archbishop Langton drew up a 
document setting forth the demands of the English 
people, which J6hn was compelled to sign at Runny- 
fnede, an island in the Thames, between Staines and 
Windsor, on June, 15, 1215. This clocument is known 
in English history as the Magna Charta xhe Magna 
or the Great Charter, “the ke> stone of Charta, 1215 
English liberty ” The Charter secured to Englishmen 
the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties It 
provided that the king could not collect taxes w ithoiit 
the consent of the Great Council of the kingdom, and 
that no freeman should be imprisoned or punished 
without proper trial. 

Last days of John.— John signed the Charter but he 
did not keep his promise To put down the barons, 
he brought in a large number of hired soldiers. The 
barons, in their distress, invited Prince Louis of France 
to come and free them from the oppression of a worth- 
less ruler like John, and be their king in his stead 
The French Prince accordingly landed in Kent with a 
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large army But the whole aspect of affiurs was 
changed i)y the sudden death of John in 1216 

4 Henry III (1216— 1272>.— As soon as John died, 
the barons in a body chose his son Henry, a boy of nine 
years, as their king. The French Prince aaIio had 
come to England to depose |ohn no\K finding his case 
hopeless, left England. 

Henry's minority --The king being young, the Earl 
of Pembroke, a wise and honest statesman, began to 
carry on the government for him. He pacified the 
country by republishing the Magna Charta After 
Pembroke's death m 121^, Archbishop Langton and 
Hubert de Burgh carried on the government with great 
success. 

Henry assumes the Government —When Henry 
< aine of age, he dismissed his best minister Hubert, and 
began to govern the kingdom himself He soon showed 
how unfit he was for tlie office of a king. Disregarding 
the claims of his subjects, he gave several high posts to 
foreigners, the lelations ol his wife and mother He 
also spent large sums of money in his war with France 
m order to get back what his father had lost 

Henry’s misrule and quarrel with the Enghsh 
barons —To meet the expenses of his war with France, 
he had to levy new taxes, and this he did without the 
consent of the Great Council The barons protested 
and demanded the appointment of able ministers But 
the king continued in his ruinous course without pay' 
ing heed to what the barons wanted. Remembering 
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how their combined action had frightened King John, 
the barons met the king at Oxford in 1258 tp arrange 
a new plan of government The new plan was 
The Provisions accordingl)’ drawn up and embodied in 
Oxford, ia5X the Provisions of Oxford The govern- 
ment was taken out ol the hands of the king, 
and transferred to a Council of fifteen barons The 
king promised to drive the foreigners out of the 
kingdom, and to appoint able ministers But Henr}’, 
like his lather, did not keep his promise, and tried to 
recover his authority by forcible means This led to 
the Baron's War The barons took up arms and 
found a leader m the person of Simon de Montfort, 

Sinwn <k the king’s brother-in-law . Simon w’as a 

Montfdrt Frencliman by birth, but he gained the 
confidence and love of all Knghshmen The king 
fought wMth his barons at Lewes in Sussex, m 1264, but 
was defeated and taken prisoner with his son Prince 
Kdw ard 

Simon de Montfort governs the kingdom in Henry's 
name —The victory at Lewes plated Simon at the head 
of the state Now his only object w as to have the 
kingdom well-governed. So, in 1265, he called a 
binion’s parliament in the king’s name In this 
Parliament, 1265 parliament he summoned, for the first 
time, two knights from each shire or county, and 
two citizens from each large town, in addition to 
the barons and the clerg}^ who usually helped the 
king to govern England This has been regarded as 
the first meeting of the English House of Commons 
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For more than a year Simon governed the country 
with eniinent success, but the barons soon became 
jealous of linn, and some of them joined Prince Edward 
who had, by this tune, made his escape from the 
prison The Prince soon collected a fine army, marched 
against Simon, and m 1265, defeated and killed him 
at luesham in Worcestershire 

Heniy regams authority and rules well —After the 
battle of Evesham, Henry regained his authority, 
and lor the rest of his reign he governed the country' 
wisely In 1270, Prince Edward left England to take 
part m the last Crusade During his absence Henry 
died 111 1272. 

6 Edward I. (1272 1307) — Hearing his father's 
death. Prince Fdward hastened back to England, and 
'vas crowned king He was undoubtedly the greatest 
ol the Plantagenets He had a mind to carry out 
two very important objects first, to bring the whole 
of the British Isles under his rule, and, secondl}, 
to make tlie government of the country tlioroiighlv 
efficient 

His conquest of Wales and Scotland —To carry out 
the first object, he earned on wav with Wales and 
Scotland. He first of all called on Llewelvn, the 
Prince of Wales, to do homage to him As Llewelyn 
would not come, Edward declared war against him 
It resulted m the annexation of Wales in 1283 While 
Edward I had been m Wales, his first child was bom, 
and this newborn baby was created Prince of Wales, 
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a title which has ever since been given to the eldest 
son of the English sovereigns 

After his conquest of Wales, he turned his attention 
to Scotland, the greater part of which fell an easy prey 
to him He tlien appointed some Englishmen to 
govern Scotland, but they soon made themselves hate- 
ful to the Scottish people by their criiel treatment. 
The discontented Scottish people soon gathered round 
a brave patriot, named William Wallace, who attacked 
and defeated the English forces at Cambuskennetli 

near Stirling in 1297. In the following 
William Wallace , . 

ye?ir, however, Edward marched to 

Scotland 111 person, and defeated the Scots at Falkirk 

Wallace fled, but he w’as soon captured and put 

to death. Then arose another patriot named Robert 

Bruce who had already been crowned at Scone, near 

Perth, by the Scottish people. When 

Robert Bruce Kdw^ard heard the news of Robert’s 

coronation, he broke into fury, and at once prepared 
to invade Scotland But Edward died on his w’ay to 
Scotland in 1307. 

Edward’s organisation of his kingdom — Edward 1 . 
used the Parliament as a means of his government, 
which passed a series of good laws to secure peace and 
prosperity of the English people. In 1295, he summoned 

Model Parha- ^ Complete parliament in which the 

,raent, 1295 representatives of the three estates, 

namely, the clergy, the barons and the commons, sat 
together. Hence this Parliament has been called the 
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Model Parliament. He also revised the land-laws, 
reorganised the law courts, and appointed 
Keepers of the Peace to suppress crime. 
For all these reforms he has been called the English 
Justinian * 


English Justinian. 


6 Edward 11 ( 1307 - 1327 ) — Edward II, son of 
Edw'ard I., succeeded his father m 1307 He was a 
feeble but luxurious monarch He placed too much 
trust in his w icked and w orthless favourites Of these 
the chief were Piers Gaveston and Hugh Despenser, 
whose proud and insolent behaviour offended the 
English nobles and at last brought about Edward's fall 


His war with Scotland —The chief event of his reign 
was his war with Robert Bruce ol Scotland Edward I., 
on his death-bed, ordered Ins son to complete the 
conquest of Scotland To carry out the dying command 
of his father, Edward II collected a large army and 
marched to Scotland He met Bruce with far smaller 
forces on the bank of a burn or little Battle 

stream called the Bannock m 1314. Uannockbum, 1314 

The Scots fought with such valour that the English 
army was completely defeated. The battle of Bannock- 
burn secured the independence of Scotland. 


His deposition and murder —Edw'ard II married 
Isabella, daughter of King Philip IV. of^rance She 
was a clever and beautiful wmman , butd^jhe hjEited her 
husband for his folly. She and her ^f^hiourite Roger 


* Justinian— a Roman law-giver. 
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Mortimer joined in a plan to dethrone Edward and 
to make her minor son king m his stead In r327, the 
Parliament met and declared Edward unfit to rule on 
account of his cruelty and undue concessions to his 
favourites. He was consequently deposed and impri- 
soned at Berkeley Castle m Gloucestershire, where 
he was soon cruelly murdered by the orders of his wife, 
Queen Isabella, and Roger Mortimer, her favourite 

7 Edward III. ( 1327 - 1377 ) —Edward III was only 
fourteen years old when he was chosen king by the 
Parliament after the deposition of his father The king 
being a minor, a Council of Regency was formed to 
conduct the affairs of the kingdom But the real power 
was e.vercised by Queen Isabella and her favourite 
Roger Mortimer But when Edward took the reins of 
government into his own hands, he had Mortimer 
executed and Isabella imprisoned for their treatment 
towards the late king 

His war with Scotland - Edward III as i ery fond 
of war, and his first fighting was with the Scots When 
Robert Bruce died in 1329, and was succeeded by his 
infant son David Bruce, Edward III tried to force 
the Scots to accept, one Edward Balhol as their 
king The Scots, however, did not like that a ruler 
should be thrust upon them by the English whom 
they hated Edward marched into Scotland, and 
gamed a great victory over the Scots at Halidon Hill, 
near Berwick-on -Tweed, in 1333 The Scots now 
appealed to France for help which was readily given. 
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With the assistance of the French king Philip VI. 
David IJruce regained his throne. 

Edward III ’s war with France The first period of the 
Hundred Years’ War —The most important event of 
his reign was the commencement of the famous 
French w'ar, usually knowm m history as the Hundred 
Years’ War It is called Hundred Years' War, not because 
the war continued without a break for hundred years, 
but because the two countnes w ere enemies for about a 
century, covering the reigns of five ICnglish kings, 
lidward went to w ar wnth France for various reasons 
France helped Scotland, with men causes thit led 
and money in her war with England* to the war 
The French kiilg Philip VI tried to deprive the English 
king of his poi^essioiib in France Philip VI. who had 
been the ov erlord of Flanders, the country including 
partly the modern kingdom of Belgium and partly the 
north-eastern part of France, wanted to destroy the 
prosperous wool-tiade tamed on between England 
and that country The people of Flanders, fearing lest 

the French king should stop their trade wnth England, 

■ 

persuaded Edward III to assume the title of King 
of France so that they might transfer their allegiance 
Irom Philip VI to him Soon after Edward became 
king of England, Charles IV , king of France, died 
childless At that time Edward had claimed the 
French crown through his mother Isabella, the sister 
of the late French king But as women were forbidden 
by the French law to succeed, and as Edward's claim 
was through his mother. Ins claim w'as passed over. 
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and Philip VI., a cousin of Charles IV., was chosen 
king. In 1337, Edward, however, revived his claim, 
took the title of King of France, and declared war to 
drive out the usurper, as he called, Philip VI 

Table showing Edward lll.’s claim to the French 
Crown • — 

Philip III. 

I 

Philip IV Charles of Valois 

I I 

f ” .1 Philip VI 

Philip V. Charles IV Isabella = Edward II. 

of England 

Edward IIJ 


Odward's invasion of France —The first battle that 
he gained over the French ^^as a sea-fight off Sluys, 
a small seaport on the coast of Flanders, in 1340 
Edward then crossed over to France, and in 1346 he 
gained a glorious victory at Crecy, a village in the 
Battle of Crecy, north of France The victor}^ at Crecy 
1346 was chiefly due to the skill of the 
English archers. In this battle the king's eldest son, the 
Black Prince, so called from the colour of the armour 
which he usually wore, won a great name The English 


then laid siege to Calais, a towm on the coast of France 


Siege of Calais 


just opposite to the port of Dover in 
England. The people of Calais bravely 


defended their town almost a year. When provisions 
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failed they sent word to Edward that they were 
willing surrender the city, il the king promised 
to save their lives Edward informed them that 
he would spare their lives on condition that six of 
their best men, bare-headed, bare tooted, and with 
ropes round their necks, should bring him the keys of 
the city gates, and give themselves up to him as. he 
should please. When the six principal men of Calais 
presented themselves before Edward, he took the keys 
from them and ordered them to instant death But 
Queen Philippa who accompanied her husband to 
France, fell upon her knpes before the king, and v\ ith 
tears m her eyes begged for theia lives. The king 
dared not refuse the request of his beloved wife. ^‘Dear 
Lady'*, he said, "I do it against my will , yet take 
them , I giv’e them to you " The Queen then sent 
these six men with valuable presents to their respective 
homes After the fall of Calais a respite follow ed for 
nine years But in 1356 the Black Prince won another 
gteat victory over the French army at Battle of Po.ticis. 
Poitiers King Philip VI was now 
dead, but his son King John who had fought bravel} 
m this battle, was taken prisoner and brought captiv'e 
to London w'here he died in 1364 Four years after 
the battle of Poitiers, in 1360, the Treaty of Bretigny 
was concluded which closed the war Treat} of Bretigny, 
for a time By this treaty Edward gave ’360 
up his claim to the French crown but, in return for 
that, he received, besides Calais, a large part of France 
extending from the Pyrenees to the Loire. 
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The Black Prince became ruler of the French 
possessions, and to meet the expenses for his e;;pedition 
into Spam, he began to raise money by lev)'ing new 
taxes on his French subjects. They raised a cry o# 
discontent and appealed to the French king Charles V , 
son of King John, who at once took up their cause 
and. gradually recovered most of the Englisli lands 
in France, excepting Calais and two other towns. The 
Black Prince returned to England m a bad state of 
health and was slowly dying 

Black Death During the reign of this monarch 

England was visited by a terlible plague called the Black 
Death which carried away a third of her population 
(1348) The labourers decreased m number, and the 
few that survived demanded higher wages for their 
labour But the Lords induced the king to pass a sta- 
1 ' *e, called the Statute of Labourers, vv Inch compelled 
the labourers to work at their usual rate of wages 

The two Houses of Parliament —The Commons or 
the Knights of the Shire and the Representative‘s ol 
Cities were allowed to sit m the Parliament since the 
reign of Henry III But they used to sit together with 
the Bishops and the Barons It w'as in the reign of 
Edward III that they, for the first time, began to sit 
separate, and the Parliament was henceforth divided 
into tw'o Houses, the House of Lords and the House 
of Commons 

Last days of Edward III —The last days ot Ed- 
w'ard III. w^ere not happy. All his French possessions 
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were lost to him except Calais and two other tow ns 
His belored wnfe Queen Philippa and his brave son, the 
Black Prince, died before him. Worn out in body and 
mind, he passed away in 1377, after nominating Richard, 
son of the Black Prince, as his successor 

Character of Edward III. — Edward III, w'as one ol 
the greatest kings that ever sat on the throne of 
England He w'as a bra\e soldier and wise statesman. 
He did much for the prosperity and happiness 
of the English people It was he who introduced 
the w'oollen manufacture into England. He made 
the name of England feared and respected on the 
Continent 

He conferred a great benefit on the ICnglish people 
when, m 1362, he directed that henceforth English 
<?liould be used in all proceedings in the Counts of law’ 
instead of French w'hich had been used before. 
Geoffrey Chaucer, the first great English poet and 
author of The Canterbury Tale'^, and Sir John Froissart, 
the wTiter of the ChromUts^ w’hich give us the most 
lively and striking pictures of the country during this 
period, flourished in this reign 

8. Bichard II ( 1377-1308 ) —Richard was a boy of 
eleven, when he succeeded his grandfather Edward III. 
in 1 377. During the king's minority, the government 
was placed m the hands of a Council of Regency, 
appointed by Parliament and led by his selfish uncles, 
the chief of w’hom was John of Gaunt, third son of 
Edw’ard III 


4 
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Continuation of the Hundred Years’ War with 
France— The Council of Regency continued* the war 
with France. The English, however, could not gain any 
victory. Flanders fell under the control of France. 
In 1396, Richard married Isabella, the daughter of 
Charles VI. who was now King of France, and a truce 
was accordingly arranged between the two countiies. 

Wycliff.— John Wychff w'as a learned English priest 
who in the latter part of the reign of Edward III. as 
well as m this reign, began to point out the faults ot 
the Chuich He not only attacked the evil and caieless 
lives w’hicli were led by the English Clergy, but also 
questioned the authority of the Pope of Rome in 
'England. He organised an order of preachers know n 
as "the Poor Priests" to spread his ideas among his 
countrymen. He also translated the Bible from Latin 
into English. As he had been the first Reformer that 
dared to attack the abuses of the Church, he is called 
"the Morning Star of the Reformation’’ WyclifFdied 
in 1384, leaving behind him a Large number of followers. 
His followers w^ere called Lollards, that is, babblers 
or sayers of vain things, by their opponents They 
w'ent about from place to place preaching doctrines 
opposed to the authority of the Church and the 
State. 

A few' years after the death of Wycliff, one of 
the "Poor Priests’’ named John Ball 
John a preached in Kent against the luxury 
of the rich and their oppression over the poor. His 
preaching prepared the mind ot the poor people of 
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Kent to look for an opportiinit)’’ to break into a 
revolt. 

The Peasant Revolt, 1381 —In order to meet the 
expenses of the French war, se\eral new' taxes w'ere 
imposed. One of these was the hated poll-tax which 
w'as a tax on every-body's head, and the Council of 
Regency sent men round the country to gatlier the 
new' tax, w'hicli caused a w idespread discontent among 
the poor people. 

At Dartford, a town m Kent, h\ed a workman called 
from his occupation Walter the Tvler 

^ Wftt Tylcr 

History has shortened hfs name into 
Wat Tyler It happened one day that when this man 
was engaged in tiling the roof of a house, the collectors 
of the hated poll-tax visited liis tow n, and one of them 
insulted his daughter At this Wat jumped from the 
roof, where he had been at w'ork, and struck the man so 
fiercely that he dropped dow'ii dead. All the pool and 
discontented people of Kent at once rose into rebellion, 
and demanded that the hated tax should be repealed. 
There was a similar mo\ement in Essex under the 

I 

leadership of Jack Straw. In a few' days risings broke 
out in other parts of the country also. The Kentish 
rebels, with Wat T} ler at their head, reached London, 
murdered the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Tieasurer who had proposed this invidious tax, and 
then demanded an interview''W’ith the king The young 
king w'ho W'as then only sixteen years old, boldly came 
out of the Tow’er of London to meet them. As Wat 
Tyler approached, the Mayor of London thinking that 
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he was going to stab the king, killed him The moment 
the rebels saw their leader fall down, they defermmed 
to kill the king and hib followers. But the boy king at 
once went into their midst and cried out, “Are > ou 
angry that you have lost } our leader ’ 1 am your king 
I W’lll be your leader.*' He then promised them to 
satisfy their demands, and sent them back to their 
homes. In other parts of the country the rebels were 
put down by force , 

Eivents subsequent to the Peasant Revolt — In 1 389, 
Richard took the reins of go\ eminent into his own 
hands, and ruled for some time w ith much wusdom and 
success But he soon proved himself to be a ^ ery bad 
ruler He forced the Parliament to grant him sufficient 
mone3’’to make him independent. He also began to 
raise forced loans from his subjects In 1397, he 
unjustly banished his cousin Henr}' Bohngbroke, 
Duke of Lancaster, son of John of Gaunt, from his 
kingdom, and confiscated his property These lawless 
proceedings made him ’very unpopular, and wdien 
he had gone to Ireland to put dow n some disturbance 
there, Henry Bohngbroke came o^er to England to 
reco\ er his property. The nobles and the people at 
once welcomed Henry as their king The Parliament 
then met and ordered Richard to be deposed. He w as 
made a prisoner in Pontefract Castle, wdiere he was 
supposed to have been murdered. 

Contemporaneous Indiau Events —The Plantagenet 
kings ruled England for nearly two hundred and fifty 
}’ears During this period India passed into the hands 
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of the Muhammadans ho established an empire there 
with Df^hi as its capital Taking advantage of the in- 
testine quarrels among the princes of India, Shahabiiddin 
Muhammad Ghori imaded India m 1086 He first of all 
rested the Punjab from the House of Muhammad 
Gha/an, and then attacked the kingdom 
of Delhi, n Inch w as at that time ruled over by tlic 
celebrated Chauhau prince, Pnthviraj. Prithviraj had a 
quarrel Mitli his cousin Jaychaiidra, king of Kanouj, 
who, it IS said, iiiMted Shahabuddin to come and invade 
the dominions ol Pnthviraj Muhammad Ghori was, 
ho\N ever, defeated ni the .first attempt near Thaneswar 
in 1191 But two years latei, he succeeded in defeating 
Frithviraj in the Second Battle of ^ Second 
Thanesw’ar, m which the Chauhan xhaneswat, 1193 
prince was captured and put to death in cold blood. 
Soon after this victory, he turned his arms against 
Jay Chandra, and took Kanouj from him With the 
help of his tw’o able lieutenants, Kutubuddin and 
Bukhtyar Khilji, he succeeded m reducing the w'hole of 
Northern India But the life of this Muhammadan 
conqueror w’as cut short by assdssination in 1306. After 
his assassination, Kutubuddin, originally a slave but after- 
\vards a lieutenant of Muhammad Ghori, proclaimed 
himself Kmperor of Delhi He w'as the founder of the 
Slave Dynasty He died in 1210, and was The 

I 1 % , 1 1 Slave Dynastj, 

succeeded by nine rulers in turn, the 1206 1288 
most powerful of them being Altamash, Razia, and 
Ghiasiiddin Balban. It was m the reign of Altamash 
that the terrible Moguls under Chengiz Khan entered 
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India for the first time as far as the Indus Ra;?ia was 
a daughter of Altamash, and she carried on the adminis- 
tration with ability and success But she showed undue 
favour towards an Abyssinian slave, which ultimately 
caused her imprisonment and death During the reign 
of Balban, the Moguls again appeared in India and 
repeatedly invaded the Punjab He sent his son 
Muhammad against the Moguls Muhammad succeeded 
in defeating them, but died m the lap of victory. The 
last king of the Slave djmasty was deposed and murdered 
The by his prime minister Jalaliiddm Khilji 

1288 1321 who ascended the throne in 1288. It ^^a5 
during his reign tliat the Muhammadans for the first 
tihie crossed the Vindhyas, and attacked the kingdoms 
of Southern India, the greater part of vi Inch fell into 
their hands in the reign of the next king, Alauddin Khilji, 
who was the greatest of all the Pathan kings of India 
The Moguls also disturbed the peace of the country m 
the reigns of Jalaluddm and Alauddin Jalaluddin 
permitted some of the Moguls who embraced Muham- 
madanism, to settle in the country, but Alauddin ordered 
a wholesale massacre of them, as they made a plot to 
kill the Emperor The son of Alauddin as murdered 
by a renegade Hindu named Khusru, who usurped 
the throne for himself The usurper ^\as, however, 
soon deposed and mmdered by Ghiasuddin Tughlak, 
Governor of the Punjab Ghiasuddin, the founder of the 
Tiie Tughlak nasty, ascended the throne of 

1321-1412 Delhi m 1321 His son Juna Khan, better 

known as Muhammad Tughlak, was a mad and bloody 
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king. He soon proved himself to be a very bad ruler. 
The Pathan Empire which reached the zenith of its 
power in the reign of Muhammad Tughlak, sho\\ed 
signs of decay in his own hfe-time, as the natural 
result of his cruel and whimsical acts In Southern 
India, two famous kingdoms, namely the Hindu 
kingdom of Vijaynagar and the Muhammadan kingdom 
of the Bahmanis, sprang up on the ruins of the Pathan 
Empire in 1344 and in 1347 respectively. Muhammad 
died in 1351 It was during his reign that the 
famous African traveller Ibn Batuta visited India, and 
was afterwards appomte 4 a judge by the Emperor. 
During the reigns of the successors of Muhammad 
Tughlak, the Pathan Empire further declined. Several 
independent kingdoms thus came into existence, the 
most important ot them being Gujarat, Khandesh, 
Jaunpur and Malwa. Taking advantage of the weakness 
of the cential government at Delhi, the Moguls under 
Timur once more entered India, and attacked Delhi in 
1398 Emperor Mahmud Tughlak was Timur’s invasion, 
defeated, and he fled from Delhi. Timur *39S 

I* 

then proclaimed himself Emperor, sacked Delhi, and left 
India with a vast booty 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

England under the House of Lancaster 
and the House of York. 

The Lancastrian Kings, 1399—1461. 

1. Henry IV (1309-1413) —Heni)' Bolingbroke took 
the title of Henry IV. w hen he ascended the throne of 
England, Being the son of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, he is known in history as the first of the 
three Lancastrian kings of lingland. Henry i\ \ 
Henr}^ was not the rightlul lieir, for throne 
Edmund Mortimer, a graat grandson of Lionel, the 
second son of Edward III , had a better claim to the 
throne. Yet Henry was not a usurper, for he w’as 
elected by the Parliament. 

Rebellions against Henry IV.— The reign of Henry IV 
’asted for fourteen years, but the first ten years of 
his reign w'ere much disturbed by plots, intrigues and 
rebellions at home, A league against Battle of Shrews 
Henry, in which the Scots joined, was H03 
formed- bj^ Percy, Earl of Xorthumberland, and a Welsh 
gentleman named Owen Glendow'er The rebels w-ere, 
however, defeated m the Battle of Shrewsbury in 1403. 

Another conspiracy tc put Edmund Mortimer on 
the throne was also unsuccessful. When these troubles 
were over, Henry turned his attention to make and 
improve laws for his people. 

Henry’s laws to put down Lollardism.— The Lollards 
or the follow’ers of John Wychff W’ere still preaching 
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their new doctrines which alarmed the Parliament and 
the Church so much that Henry IV. was irfduced to 
pass a severe law in 1401, directing that heretics 

The Act or preachers of false doctrines should 
"Burmn^"of?'^ Several persons were 

Heretic, 1401 accordiiigl)'' bumt to death for preaching 
doctrines opposed to those of the Established Church. 
Henry IV. was the first English king who put his 
subjects to death for their religious opinions, 

Henry IV.'a Parliament — During the reign of 
Henry IV. the influence of Parliament considerably 
increased. The Commons got the privilege of freedom 
6f debate and of granting supplies. Henry died 
in 1413. 

2 Henry V. (1413-1422) —On the death of Henry IV. 
in 1413, his son Henry V. succeed'^d him He is said to 
have been very vv ild and dissolute in his youth, but 
after his accession he became one of the ablest and 
bravest monarclis of England There is a well-known 
story told about him, w'hen he wms Prince of. Wales. 
The Prince used to spend all his time with a number of 
low companions. Once one ol them had been brought 
for some offence before the Chief Justice, Gascoigne 
The Prince went down to the Court, demanded the 
instant release of the prisoner, and upon the refusal of 
Gascoigne to give him up, drew his sword to strike 
the judge. Gascoigne at once ordered the officers to 
take the haughty Prince to prison for contempt of 
court. The young Henr}’- had the good sense to 
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submit When Henry IV., his father, heard of what 
had passdd, he exclaimed, “Happy is the king w ho 
has a judge so true to his duty, and a son ^\ho knows 
how to submit to the la^^ 

Henry V ’s War with France Continuation of 
the Hundred Years’ War— Henry’s short reign of nine 
years was mainly occupied with his war 

SiLge of Ilaifleur 

With b ranee, laking advantage of the 
lunacy of the French king Charles VI and the conse- 
quent disorder in France, Henry revived the claim of 
Edward III to the French, crown. In 1415, Henry V. 
landed with a small but powerful armfy at Harfleiir, a 
town at the mouth of the Seine. He laid siege to the* 
place and took it. He then marched towards Calais^ 
but the Fiench barred his way at Agincourt, not 
very far from the battle-field of Crecy Though the 
Freiicli force was about sev^en times the number of the 
English, Henr)' V. resolv'ed to fight. 

The battle of Agincourt was fought 

on October, 25, 1415 It ended in the 

total defeat of the French army by the English archers. 

So the old English ballad runs — 

“Agincourt, Agincourt ’ 

Know ye not of Agincourt ’ 

Never to be forgot 

Or known to no men ^ 
Where English cloth-yard arrows 
Killed the French like tame sparrows, 

Slain by our bowmen.” 
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After this victor}' Henr}' marched to Calais, and 
Irom Calais he sailed to Dover, and was receir ed with 
joy and demonstration m London. In 1417, Henry 
again invaded Xormaiidy and conquered the greater 
part of France. The city of Rouen surrendered to 
Henr}' after a brave resistance in 1418. At Rouen 
Henry built his palsfce and lield his Court. The 
English then conquered the \shole of Normandy, ^\ Inch 
brought France to submission A treaty A\as made 

Treaty of Tro>es, ^20, known as the Treat}' of 
1420 Troyes, by which it was agreed that 

Henry should marry Katherine, daughter of the French 
king, Charles VI , that he should be made Regent of 
France, and that on the death of Charles he should 
himself succeed to the throne of France, 

Henry V. did not li\e long to enjoy his Mctory. 
He died in 1422, and was succeeded by his infant son 
Heniy VI. 

3 Henry VI ( 1422 - 1481 ).— Henry VI. as the only 
child of Henry V and Katherine of France. He was 
a baby of only nine months old when Ins father died. 
One of his uncles, the Duke of Gloucester, was 
appointed guardian of the infant king and Protector 
of the Realm of England, while another uncle, the 
Duke of Bedford, u as made Regent in France for him. 

Close of the Hundred Years’ War.— Two months 
after Henry VI.’s accession Charles VI., the mad king 
of France, died, and Henry was proclaimed King of 
France also, according to the provisions of the Treaty 
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of Troyes But the Dauphin, the eldest son of the 
French lung, who now took the title of Charles VII , 
contested his claim to the Frencli throne All the 
proMiices south of the Loire acknowledged him as their 
king The proMiices north of the Loire ^\ere in the 
hands of the English The Duke of Bedford resohed to 
bring the pro\ mces south of the Loire under English 
rule. In 1428, the Duke of Bedford laid siege to 
Orleans, the most important town on that river. 
In 1429, he defeated the French at the nanicofthe 
Battle of the Herrings, so called because *>errinj;s, 1429 
the English, when attacked by the French, "were 
conveying a supply of fish to their garrisons Just 
at the time when it seemed that the city of Orleans 
would fall, a deliverer of France arose m the person 
of a young peasant girl named Jeanne Daic or as 
some call her, Joan of Arc 

Joan of Arc— Joan In ed in a little country Milage 
111 France, and spent her time in sew mg and spinning 
and in tending her father’s cattle She thought so 
much about the sad state of her country that at last 
she fancied that she had been sent by God to drive 
the English from France She found her way to the 
Dauphin, and persuaded him to accept her serMces 
Dressed as a soldier and mounted upon a white horse, 
she led the French soldiers to Orleans, and drove off 
the English who w’ere besieging it. After this Joan 
was called by the French people the Maid of Orleans 
Tlie English w ere now so much in terror of her that 
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they were defeated by the French everywhere. She 
then marched to Rhienis, and led the Dauphin to be 
crou lied there. When she saw the crown placed on 
the head of Charles VII. she fell at his feet and asked 
that she might go home, for her work was done But 
the king would not let her go , he begged her to stay 
longer and help him The next year she, however, fell 
into the hands of the English The hhiglish thought 
her that she was a witch, and so they burnt her aliie m 
the market place of Rouen in 1431. But the new 
hope and spirit which Joan had infused into the hearts 
of the French soldiers, did not die away with her. 
Though the w'ar between the English and the French 
‘continued for more than tw'enty years after her death, 
the French gradually conquered the whole of the 
English possessions in France except the towni of 
Calais. 

Henry Vr 8 Government.--In 1442 Henry VI. came 
of age It Ayas, however, soon found out that he w as 
quite unfit to govern the country. He was delicate 
in health and feeble in intellect. Like his maternal 
grandfather Charles VI of France, he had frequent 
attacks of insanity. He w'anted to make peace w ith 
France, and so, in 1445, he married Margaret, daughter 
of the Count of Anjou and niece of Charles \ II. of 
France After his marriage he made peace wnth France. 
Margaret w^as a beautiful and clever lady, and her 
husband soon became a puppet in her han^s. She now 
began to govern England through her favourite minister, 
the Duke of Suffolk. The people became much 
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discontented when the king married a French woman 
and made peace with France. The discontent of the 
people led to various riots and disturbances, the most 
important of which was Jack Cade’s jack Cade’s 
Rebellion The people of Kent, KcbLiUon 

Surrey and Sussex, headed by an Irishman named 
Jiick Cade, rose in rebellion in 1450. They demanded 
that Richard, Duke of York, who was the great 
grandson of Ikdward III. and the next heir to the 
throne, should be made Protector of England 7 'he 
rebels entered London, murdered the Treasurer and 
committed many outrages. But Jack Cade was 
soon killed, and his followers dispersed on a promise ot 
pardon. 


In 1453, Margaret gave birth to a child ; but in the 
same year Henry became insane, and the Parliament 
appointed Richard, Duke of York, to be the Protector 
of the Realm during his insanity. In 1454, King Henry, 
however, reco^ ered from his insanity, and the ser\ ices of 
the Duke of York were no longer required Persuaded 
by his ’queen, Henry now dismissed the Duke of York. 
But the Duke of York refused to submit, and took up 
arms against the king 

The Wars of the Boses.— Richard, Duke of York, 
was the representative of the second and the fourth son 
of Edward HI., whereas the reigning king Henry VI. 
was the representati\e of the third son of Ed\\ard III, 
The liuke of York now claimed the throne and said 
that he had a better right to it than Henry. He as 
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supported in his chum by various powerful nobles, the 
most important of them bein^ the Earl of Salisbury 
and the Earl of Warwick. 

This civil ^^ar IS known 111 history as the Wars of 
the Roses, for the Yorkists or the follow ers arid suppor- 
ters of the Duke of York, had a w lute rose for their 
badge, while the Lancastrians or the followers and 
supporters of King Henry, had a red one as a sign of 
distinction. 

The war raged for thirty years from 1455 * 4^5 

The first fight took place at St. Albans in 1455, in which 
the Duke of York' became victorious. Then followed 
a series of battles with fortune sometimes on one side 
and sometimes on the other To put an end to the 
civil war, the Parliament in 1 460 declared that Henrj 
VI. was to reign during his life and the Duk of York 
to act as Protector for the rest of the king's life and 
to succeed him after his death But Margaret became 
enraged at her son’s claim being set aside , and so* 
Henry VI collepted an arm}' and took the field against 
Richard and defeated and killed him in the Battle of 
Wakefield, .-kfter the death of Richard, his eldest son 
Edw'ard succeeded to his title and vigorously carried on 
the wrar, and though he was defeated in the Second 
Battle of St. Albans, he entered London, and was 
crow'ned king mainly through the support of the 
famous Earl of Warwick (1461) Henry VI. then fled 
to the north, but he w as soon captured and imprisoned 
in the Tower of London. ‘ 
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The Yorkist Kings, 1461-1485. 

1 Edward IV <1461-1483) —KcKvard IV ^\as the 
first Yorkist king He was a young man of nineteen, 
when he sat on the throne of England Queen Margaret, 
however, did not gi\e up the struggle She fought 
thiee more battles with Edward, in each of which 
she was defeated* In 1464, she fled to France wnth 
her son 

The Earl of Warwick had all along been the chief 
supporter of the House of York He was the greatest 
and richest nobleman in the kingdom Warwick had 
negotiated the marriage of Edward wnth the Princess 
of Savoy, but the king who had secretly married 
Eh/abeth Woodville, the beautilul young w'ldow of a 
Lancastrian noble, now publicly announced his secret 
marriage To free himself from the control of Warwick, 
he ga\ e almost all oflices of trust and honour to his 
wife’s relations. In deep disgust Warwick resolved to 
dethrone Edw ard. He crossed over to France, w'here he 
met his old enemy Margaret, and made friends w ith her 
He married his younger daughter to Warwick, ihc 
• Margaret’s son Edward, and promised Kingmaker 
to help her to restore her husband to the throne In a 
few' months he landed m England with a large French 
army at his back. Edward IV. fled to Flanders 
Warwick now took Henr}'^ VI out of the Tow'er, 
and placed him on the throne Warwick w'as called the 
King-maker, because he could make as well as unmake 
kings by his word. It was mainly through his support 

5 
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that Edward IV. won the crow'n, and later when 
Edward offended him, it was he who actually over- 
threw him and restored Henr)^ VI. to the throne 


But Edward soon returned with a large army to 
recover his throne, and defeated and killed Warwick at 
Barnet m 1471 Another battle was „ , 
tought at Tew kesbur}^ in which Queen Batnctand 
Margaret was captured, and her son TLwLesburj 

Prince Edward was killed. Poor Henry again became 
a prisoner, but lie was soon secretly put to death 
With the murder of Henry VI , the House of Lancaster 
came to an end. , 


> During the reign of Edward IV , printing w-as first 

introduced into England in 1476, by an Englishman 

named Caxton who learnt the new introduction 

_ _ of I’rintinn 

art m Germany Edward died m 1483, into England 

leaving tw’o sons, Edw^ard, Prince of Wales, and 

Richard, Duke of York. 


2 Edward V ( 1483 ) — Edw'ard V w^as only tw elve 
years old, when he succeeded his father. His uncle 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, caused himself to be 
made Protector Richard w’as a cruel and ambitious 
man. He now^ w’anted to make himself king So he 
sent the young king Edward and his brother Richard to 
the tow^er, and supported by the pow^erful Duke of 
Buckingham, got himself proclaimed King of England 
under the title of Richard III The reign of Edw'ard V. 
lasted for only eleven w'eeks from April 9 to June 25, 

*483 
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3. Richard III (1483-1485).— Richard III. was very 
ugly m appearance, and one of Ins shoulders was 
much Ingher tlian the other, and so 

^ Fate of 

lie w as called by his people Hunchback. Edward v and 

He w'as a uuel and wicked king His I’*'' iirother 
first act after coming to the throne w’as to cause the 
murder of his tw’o young nephew's, Edw^ard V and 
his 5'ounger brotlier, Richard, Duke of York. 

The reign of Richaid w.ib not a quiet one. The 
Duke of Buckingham, wdio had helped him in all his 
w'lcked actions, now' became envious of Richard and 
began to plot against him, bift Richard l^ad him arrested 
and put to death Other plots w'ere also formed 
against him for putting Henry, Karl of Richmond, on 
the throne Henry’s mother, Margaret Beaufort, w'as a 
descendant of John of Gaunt, and Henry was thus tiie 
hcir of the House of Lancaster He had long been in 
exile In 1485, he landed at Milford Haven m Wales. 
Richard advanced wnth a large army to oppose Henry 
and met him at a place called Bosw^orth, m Leicester- 
shire, w'here a great battle was fought. of 

Richard fought bra\ ely, bnt he w'as i^o'^worth, 1485 
defeated and slain. The crowm was then placed 
on the head of Richmond who w'as hailed king on the 
battle-field as Henry VI 1 He married Elizabeth, 

daughter of Edw'ard IV, and thus the Houses of 
Lancaster and York w'ere united, and the Wars of the 
Roses came to an end. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events. — During the rule 
of the Lancastrian and Yorkist kings of England, India 
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was being ruled over by the three dynasties of Pathan 
kings— the Tughlak, the Syad and the LoA When 
Tiraur the Tartar left India, Mahmud Tughlak returned 
to his capital and ruled for thirteen years more After 
his death in 1412, one of the nobles seized the throne, 
but in 1414 he was expelled by Syad Khizr Khan, 
Governor of Multan. Khi/r became the founder ot 
a new dynasty, known as the Syad 
dynasty, which ruled over Delhi for D>nas>t>, 
thirty-seven years. The successors of 
Khi/r were all weak princes. In 1451, Bahlul Lodi, 
Governor of tlip Punjab, 'deposed the ^ 

.last king of the Syad dynasty and Dynast), 
secured the throne for himself He 
succeeded in re-annexing Jaunpur after a ^^ar of more 
than a quarter of a century He was succeeded b} 
his son Sekundar Lodi m 1481 



SOVEREIGNS OF THE HOUSE OP TUDOR, 1485-1603 
Henry VII , 1485-1509. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND 


69 


u 

c 

o si; 

o 

-pqy: 

Vm 

X £ o 

12 -C « 

o 5 
J'OQ 


U t-, 'S 

S 

k- >«— 

U U u !- 

^ ^ OJ 


.. oj a> u c 

>• I SCflW !5>-. 

«“ I lews |« 

X II — s_ 


Sj 'O "n Qj 
w u ^ rt ^ ^ 

u £ Jrw E -o' 

"l-a O.C rt 

C g 3 ^ 

■ js,oa g o 

II .£. 2 : 


“ o o 

■ 1: rt— ® 

2 c 
J3 2 

u yjW J 


f-jeo 

>10 

Kiri ^ 

-gi> 

^Tt< 

TJUO 

pq,H 


®2 
— goo 

Sio 

h2 


00 

10 

hr*® 

b'T 

— CO 

aig 



70 THE INDIAN BOYS’ 

CHAPTER IX. 

England under the Tudors 
1 Henry VII. (1485-1509) --The Victor ol Bosw ortli, 
Henry VII., was the son of a Welslr gentleman named 
Edmund Tudor, Earl of Richmond Hence the dynasty 
founded by Henry IS known in history as the Tudor 
dynasty. 

Transition from the Middle to the Modern Period — 
The period of English history known as the 
Medieval Period or the Middle A'ges, comes to a close 
Avith the conclusion ot the Wars of the Roses With 
the accession of Henry VII, to the throne of hhigland, 
w'e come to a n6w' period of history called the Modern 
Period or the Modern Ages The most notable features 
of the change from the Middle to the Modern Ages 
are the suppression of the nobility, the rise of a strong 
monarchy, the invention of gunpow-^der and the 
consequent changes m the art of w^arfarc, the great 
scientific and geographical discoveries, the Revival of 
Learning and the great religious movement, knowm 
as the Reformation, 

« 

Impostors m Henry’s reign —The beginning of 
Henry's reign was troubled by impostors who came 
forward to dispute his claim to the throne 

The most important of these impostors was Perkin 
Warbeck who declared himself to be Richard, Duke of 
York, youngest son of Edward IV. Richard was, 
however, murdered in the Tow er with his eldest brother 
Edw'ard V , but the impostor Perkin said that he had 
escaped from the Tow’er when Edward V w'as murdered 
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Both the king ot France and the king of Scotland 
helped ^iin with men and money With their help he 
began to trouble Henry until he was captured and 
evecLited m 1499. 

Henry’s measures to break down the power of the 
nobility — When these troubles u ere over, Henry VII. 
began to restore peace and order m the country. He 
kdpt a strong hand over the nobles who used to disturb 
the peace of the land by their constant quarrel with 
one another, by passing a law which forbade them to 
keep a large number of retainers or soldiers He also 
set up a new Court of Justice, called the The Court of 
Star Chamber, to try and punish any Chamber 
nobleman who might break this law or commit an^"^ 
other offence against the State Moreover, the use 
of gunpowder put a new power into Henry’s hands, 
for the king alone had the control of the artillery, and 
the nobles were not allowed to possess cannon 

Important Marriage Alliances,— To strengthen his 
position, Henry married his children to foreign princes 
and princesses He married his daughter Margaret 
to James IV of Scotland It was this union that 
afterwards led to the accession of James 1 to the 
throne of England in 1603. He also married his eldest 
son Arthur to the Spa'ush Princess, Catherine of 
Aragon, who, after Arthur's death, was remarried to 
his second son, Prince Henry. His another daughter, 
Mary, became Queen of France 

How Henry filled his Cofiers —Henry VII called few 
parliaments and asked for little money, but he amassed 
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Morton’s ^ork 


large wealth by other ways. His favourite minister 
Car|]nal Morton invented a new device Jo bring 
large sums of money into his master*s coffers without 
openly breaking the Uw. This new device was 
called “Morton’s Fork”. If a man lived m a good and 
magnificent style, the Cardinal would tell him that 
his mode of living showed that he 
could afford to give a large sum of 
money to the king , but if a man lived in a plain, 
simple fashion, the Cardinal would also tell him 
that he must have saved much and could, therefoie, 
help the king by giving a handsome amount of 
money to him. As Henry grew older, he became 
more avaricious After the death of Cardinal Morton, 
he permitted two lawyers, named Empson and Dudley, 
to take any means to raise money foi him 


Importance of hie reign. — Henry reigned for 

about a quarter of a century, but within this shoit 
period he established a strong monarchy, and took 
many useful measures to promote the material and 
intellectual welfare of his people He built the Gothic 
Lady Chapel of Westminister Abbey, where he was 
buried after his death in 1 509 

Important Q-eographical Discoveries.— During this 
reign, Christopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, came 
to Henry, and asked him to furnish him w^ith some ships 
to discover a new world for him. Henry refused to 
comply w'lth his request, but Columbus who w'as soon 
sent by the king of Spam, discovered the islands i of the 
West Indies m 1492 This discovery opened the eyes 
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of Henry, and he sent an Italian sailor, named John 
Cabot, t^ make further discoveries Cabot sailed from 
Bristol and disco\ered the mainland of America in 1497. 

In 1498, Vasco de Gama, a Portuguese navigator, 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope and reached India. 
This voyage led to the dibCo\ery of the sea route to 
India, which established direct commercial intercourse 
between Europe and this country 

The Bevivalof Learning— Constantinople, the capital 
of Eastern Roman Empire, had been the home of Greek 
learning and literature up to the year 1453 In that 
year the city fell into tliQ hands of the Turks, and the 
scholars that Ined there fled to Ifaly, taking with 
them their books and wntings In Italy these scholar^ 
were warmly received From Italy they spread Greek 
philosophy and literature in Western Europe This 
New Learning was also introduced into England in this 
reign by a small band of scholars, generally known as 
the Oxford Reformers. The most important of these 
reformers were Colet, Dean of St Paul's, Erasmus, a 
Dutch scholar and Professor of Greek Literature at 
Cambridge, and Thomas More, the renow ned author 
ol Utopia 

2 Heniy VIII. ( 1509 - 1547 ) —Henry VII w’as 
succeeded by his only survrmig son Henry w^ho ascended 
the throne at the age of eighteen with the title of 
Henry VIII. in 1509 He w’as handsome, able and 
learned, but selfish, greedy and cruel During the 
early part of his reign he was very popular with his 
subjects, but late m life he became a heartless despot. 
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To gam popularity the first thing that he did, was 
to send Einpson and Dudley, his father's agents for 
extorting money from the English people, to the 
Tower. They were afterwards put to death on a charge 
of treason 

His war with France —Shoitly after his accession 
to the throne, Henry invaded France and defeated the 
French at Guinegaste, a small town to the south of 
Calais, m 1513 This battle was also 

’ ^ The Battle 

called the “Battle of the Spurs”, because of the Spurs, 

the French warrior made more use 

of their spurs m their flight than of their swords in 

fighting The Ffench, hoA\evei, soon came to terms 

^nth the English Shortly after this the French king, 

Louis XII., who had manied Henry VIII.’s youngest 

sister Mary, died childless After the death ot the 

French king, Mary came back to England and married 

her old lo\er Charles Biandon, Duke ot Suffolk 

In France, Louis XII >^as succeeded by his cousin 

Francis I The new king now arranged a friendly 

interview \\ ith Henry VIII. at Guisnes, near Calais The 

< 

place where they met was so beautifully decorated that 
it got the name of “The Field of the Cloth of Gold.” 

Hib war with Sccftland —While Henry VIII, had 
been fighting in France, James IV , king of Scotland, 
was persuaded by the French king to invade England. 
The English army, led by the Earl of Surrey, however, 
met the Scots at a place called Flodden Field, a table- 
land on the eastern end of the Cheviot Hills, m 1513 
Here a terrible battle was fought, m which the Scots 
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were defeated, and King James IV, with the flower 
of the Scotch nobility, w'as slam Queen Margaret, 
widow of James IV., concluded peace, as regent for her 
infant son James V , with her brother Henry VIII 
Neatly thirty j'ears after this, war with Scotland 
^igam broke out In 1542, Henr)' sent an army to 
invade Scotland The Scots w'ho opposed the English 
at Solway Moss, were totally defeated Eight days 
after this battle, King James V died of a broken heart, 
leaving an infant daughter, the unhappy Mary, Queen 
of Scots, to succeed him With a view' to unite 
England and Scotland, .Henry, m 1 545, arranged for a 
marriage between his son Edw'ard, Prince of Wales, 
and Mar\' 

Thomas Wolaey —At the beginning of Henryks reign, 
Thomas Wolsey was his chief adviser and minister 
He IS said to ha\e been a butcher's son But his liberal 
education and great ability made him the favourite of 
both the king and the Pope In 1515, Henry made 
him Aichbishop of York and Lord Chancellor of 
England In the same year the Pope made him a 
Cardinal or Prince of the Church of Rome He was 
also the Pope’s legate or representative m England 
Thus he soon rose to be the most powerful man m the 
Church and the State He had a v ast income and he 
used to live m a princely style Out of his \ ast wealth 
he gave aw'ay largely to the poor, and built the College 
of Clirist Church at Oxford He w as the most inti- 
mate friend of Henry, and without opposing him 
ruled him in everything When, how'ever, he failed 
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to procure the Pope’s sanction to the king’s proposal 
to divorce Catherine of Aragon, Henry got angry with 
him and dismissed him trom the Chancellorship He 
was next ordered to leave London and to retire to 
his see of York In 1530, he was arrested on a charge 
of liigh treason, and on his way to London to answ er 
the charges, he fell ill and died at Leicester Abbey. 
On his death-bed his last words w'ere — 

“Had 1 but served my God with half the zeal 
I’ve served m)' King, He wmuld not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies ” 

The Reformation in England. — The most important 
event m the reign o*f Henry VIII , was the introduction 
into England of the great religions movement of 
Europe, called the Reiormation, which split up the 
followers of Clirist into numerous sects. 

In the early part of Henry’s reign, a great change 
in religion w as going on m Germany This change 
w'as chiefly due to the preachings of a famous German 
scholar, named Martin Luther Luther pointed out 
to his countrymen that the corrupt form of religion 
as prevalent 111 his time wms very different from the 
old and puie form of religion as taught m the Bible. 
In 1517, he denounced a great many abuses of the 
Church of Rome When the Pope of Rome tried 
to suppress his preaching in Germany. 

T r I ^ 111 u Luther, 

Luther refused to acknowledge him as the great German 
the Supreme Head of the Church. 

Those who followed Luther and believed the doctrines 
wdnch he taught, were known as the Protestants, 
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because they ‘protested’ or openl)" declared against 
the doclrines hitiierto taught by the Pope With the 
support ot his followers, among whom were man) 
German Princes, Luther soon succeeded in comerting 
the whole of Germany to his new doctrines 

Henry VIII at hrst took the side of the Pope and 
wrote a book against Martin Luther, for 

, • . , . w Henry \ III 

which he receued Ironi the Pope the the iiefemlLr 

title of “Defender of the Faith” — a title ^ 

which has evei since been borne by the English 

so\ereigns But soon a quarrel broke out between 

Henry and the Pope, winch gieatl}^ helped the cause 

of the Reformation in England Heiii} VIH had, as 

we have seen, married his brother's widow', Catherine 

of Aragon All the children she bore to him died 

except a sickh daughter, Princess Mary 

In 1527, Henry fell in love with a beautiful young 

lady, named Anne Boleyn, one of Catherine's mauls 

of honour, and lie wanted to marry her. He now 

began to doubt w hether Ins marriage w ith Catherine, 

as bemg the widow' of his broth^was legal, and so 

he applied to the Pope for a divorce The Duorcc 

The Pope of Rome vv as, at this time, Catliermt 

under the influence of the German Emperor Charles V , 

nephew of Catherine 01 Aragon, and as such he dared 

not do anything to displease Charles At the same time 

the Pope did not like to displease so pow'erful a defender 

of the Church of Rome as Henry And so he tried to 

delay the decision as long as possible. He sent a 

Cardinal to England to form a Court w ith Cardinal 
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W olsey m order to decide hether the marriage had 
been lawful or not In 15 29, when the two Ctrdinals 
opened their Court m London, Catherine rose fiom 
her seat and instead of defending her cause before the 
Judges, threw herself at Henry's feet and appealed 
to him most piteously But Henry remained unmoved 
The Queen then refusing to submit to the Court, left 
the hall 111 anger, sa)mg, “To God I commit my 
cause ” She retired to a small country house near 
London, where she died seven years after Though 
the Queen never again miide her appearance in the 
Court, the trial Avent on fdr two months Henry 
tljought that Wolsey, w'hom he had raised to be the 
first man 111 the kingdom, 'would decide the case in Ins 
favour , but before the case w'as finished the Pope 
ordered that it should be tried before him at Rome 
Henry now^ became very angry wnth the Pope and his 
legate Wolsey He drove Wolsey from 

1 1 1 -r» 1 Koforini 

his Court and persuaded the Parliament non I'ariwmLni, 
to pass a series of law^s against the 
authority of the gope in England. The Parliament 
which met in 1529 and continued to hold its sessions 
till 1536, IS knowm m history as the Reformation Parlia- 
ment, for the laws passed by this Parliament enabled 
the English people to break finally from the Cliurch of 
Rome. After settling all matters relating to the 
Church independently of the Pope, the king resolved 
that the divorce question should be decided by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Now the Archbishop of 
Canterbury w^as at this time a Cambridge scholar, named 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND 


79 


Thomas Cranmer He was a weak and timid man, 
and he -declared the king's marriage with Catherine 
invalid In 1534, an Act, called the Act of Supremacy, 
was passed by the Reformation Parliament, which 
declared Henry to be the only “Supreme Head on 
earth of the Church of England The same Act made 
it treason to deny this new title of the king Two of 
the famous men of England, Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 
and Sir Thomas More, a great statesman and author of 
Utopia, were sent to the Tower and afterwards execut- 
ed, because they refused to acknowledge Henry as 
Supreme Head of the Engh'sh Church 

To further the cause of the Reformation in England^ 
Henry, at the pci suasion of his new minister, Thomas 
Cromwell, ordered the Bible to be 1 ngiisii 
translated from T^atin into English 
By a royal order, a copy of the English translation of 
the Bible w'as set up m every parish Church, so that all 
w'ho chose might lead 

Henry VIII thiew off the authority of the Pope, 
but he _ did not like to separate himself from the 
Church of Rome in doctrine He had 
no sympathy w ith the doctrines Articles, 1539 
preached by Martin Uuther in Germany or by his 
followers in England In 1^39, he drew^up an Act, called 
the “Statute of Six Articles’, which inamtamed the 
chief doctrines of the Church of Rome. 

The Protestants w ho refused to subscribe to the Six 
Articles, w'ere either burnt or hanged as heretics, while 
the Roman Catholics or those that still adhered to the 
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Pope of Rome, were also hanged as traitors, because 
they ^^ould not ackno\N ledge the supremacy of JHIenry 

Thomas Crom'well —The man \\ ho rose into the 
king's favour after the fall of i'hoinas Wolsey, was his 
servant Thomas Cromwell Cromwell as \ery clever, 
and he helped the king to carry out his wishes Henry 
now divorced Catherine and married Anne Boleyn > 
but he soon grew tired of her In 1536, he accused her 
of being unfaithful to him, and ordered her head to be 
cut off She left a daughter, named Princess Elizabeth 
The day follow’ing Anne's unhappy death, Henrj 

married another maid of honour, named Jane Seymour, 

« 

w’ho died m 1537, after giving birth to a son, Prince 
Edw'ard Intending to strengthen the Protestant 
cause in England, Oromw'ell persuaded Henry to marr) 
a German princess, Anne of Cle\ es But she w as soon 
divorced, for she was not so good-looking as had been 
represented by Cromwell Thinking that Cromwell 
had deceived him, Henry ordered him to be imprisoned 
and put to death. 

The Suppression of the Monasteries — There were at 
this time in England more than six hundred monasteries 
or religious houses whicli ivere inhabited by monks and 
nuns w^ho had taken upon them the vow s to give up 
the w'orld for the sake of religion These monasteries 
were very rich, and Henry now coveted their w'ealth 
Henry's favourite minister Thomas The Suppression 
Cromw^ell advised the king to break up Monasteries, 
these monasteries on the plea that the *536 

inmates of these religious houses led very idle and 
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acjoub livei. l'ollo^\lng the advice ol Cioni well, the 
king persuaded the Parliament to pass an Vet which 
would einpowei him to pull down the monasteries and 
10 take away then nione} aijd lands The Vet was 
passed in 1556, w’Iik h put an end to the monasteiies in 
Itngland The suppression ol the monasteiies In ought 
an immense amount ol wealth to the king’s tieasury, the 
greater poition ol which he gave to the I'onrtiers and 
nobles to win them ovei to his side 

The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536 - The suppression ol 
ihc monasteries eaused mnoh discontent among the 
people 111 the North ol England, who held the monks 
wnth special icgaid lhc> lose in ‘arms under the 
leadership oJ a young l.iwvei, named Robert Aske.* 
The object ol the rising was to restoie the old Ibini 
o' religion and to lorce the king to lemove his eiil 
tounsellors Vs the lehels lose on behall ol religion 
and displayed the bgure ol Chi 1st on then b.iiiners, 
ihc movement was tailed the Pilgi image ol (3iace 
the rising was, howevei, soon put down w'ltli severe 
I’rnelty Vske was arrested with mam other leadei*; 
ind exetuted. 

Last days of Henry. Viter di\ orcing Anne ol Cleves, 
Henry married for the hllh time an English lady, 
named Catherine Howard, 'u 1540. In 1542, slie, like 
Vnne Eoleyn, w’as beheaded, as she pioved unlaithful to 
ihe king In the following year, he took Catherine 
I’arr, a young widow , as his sixth wife This lady had 
the good fortune to outlive her husband. Henrv died 
in 1547, and w’as succeeded by Ins son, Edward 
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3 Edward VI (1647-1553) —Prince Ed’v\ard was 
only nine ) ears old, when he came to the thrcne Tlv 
king being young, the government of the country w^as 
placed into the hands of his maternal uncle, the 
Duke of Somerset 

War with Scotland— In the first )eai ol hl^ 
government, Somerset in\aded Scotland for the purpose 
of compelling the Scots to gi\e their young queen, 
Hattie of I’inWie Mar} , ill niainagc to Kdw ard VI The 
' '547 English w on a \ ictory at Pinkie, neai 

I'.dinburgh, in 1547 Rut still the Scots w'ould not 
agree to the 'marriage The Queen of Scots was 
^ent to France, w here she became the bride of tht 
Dauphin, afterwards Frauds IJ 

Progress of the Reformation during the leign ot 
Edward VI —The Duke ol Somerset being a devout 
Protestant, the Reformation made considerable pro- 
gress in this reign He induced the Parliament to 
repeal the Statute of the Si\ Articles He ordered tht 
the Catholic form of seriice to be abolished, and issued 

I 

a new Prayer-Book in English, The images and 
pictures in the churches w'ere also removed Thest 
changes caused serious rebellions m Devonshire and 
Norfolk, which, how ever, w ere put dow 11 w ith utmost 
cruelty. During the regenc) of the Earl of Northumber- 
land, w'ho succeeded Somerset, the Reformation w'a^ 
carried still further Besides Somerset and Northumber- 
land, other persons who iielped the cause of the 
Reformation m England w'ert Cranmer, Archbishop 
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of Canterbury, Ridley, Bishop of London^ Latimer, 
Bishop otjWorcester and Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester 
Earl of Northumberland — The Duke of Somerset 
booii grew unpopular, and was dismissed by the Parlia 
inent He \\as succeeded b) a selfish nobleman. 
Jolin Diidle}', Earl of Warwick, son of that Dudle} 
w ho had been one of Henrj agents for raisinj^ 

monc} from hH subjects Warwick who was now 
made liarl of Xorthuniberland, soon caused Somerset 
to be beheaded on a charge of tieason 

Edward fell ill ol consumption, and Xortiuini' 
berland w as eager to l\.i\ c a Protestant, on the throne 
instead of Princess Mary who was a Roman Catholic • 
by religion. He had married his son Dudlc} to Lad) 
Jane Grey, grand-daughtei of Edward’s aunt Mar\ 
and her second husband Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk Xorthiimberland now' induced the king to 
set aside the claims of his two sisters, Mary and Eliza- 
beth, and to leave the crown b) will to his cousin, Lad} 
Jane Grey, a devout Protestant E:dw'ard died in 
1553 , at the age of sixteen 

4 Queen Mary (1563-1668) — After the death ol 
Edw'ard VI , Northumberland proclaimed Lady Jane 
Grey Queen of England. But the majority of the 
English people took the side of Mary who had been at 
Norfolk at the time of Edward VI.'s death She soon 
marched to London and proclaimed herself Queen 
Northumberland, Lady Jane Grey and her husband 
w'ere all imprisoned and afterw'ards executed 
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The Spanish Marnage and Wyatt's Rebellion, 
1564 . — Soon after lier accession Mary desired^ to marry 
her cousin, Philip, King of Spam Spam was, at this 
time, the richest and most powerful country in Kurope. 
Philip was the son of Kmperor Charles V and a firm 
supporter ot the Catholic faith The English people were 
bitterly opposed to the match They feared that through 
this marriage England w ould become a province of Spam. 
Sir Thomas Wyatt, a gentleman ot Kent, put himsell 
at the head of Kentish men, and marched upon London 
to prevent Mark’s marriage with Philip II Wyatt 
was, however, soon captured and executed When the 
lebellion was put down, King Philip lanie to England 
and was mairied to Queen Mary at Winchcstei in 1554 
Queen Mary’s measures to bring back the English 
people to the Catholic Faith — Queen Mary wliow’as 
an ardent Roman Catholic, naturally desired to sup- 
press the Protestant laith, and to see her owm 
taith restored in England She induced the I’arliament 
Lo 1 epeal all the statute^ ol 1’ dw ard \T.’s reign bearing 
upon religion. She then 1 01 bade the use of the Prayer- 
Book of Edward VI,, and ordered the services in the 
church to be conducted m Latin instead of m English 
She ne\t drove aw ay the Protestant clergy and put 
many of them in prison After her marriage, she, 
acting under the advice ol her husband, persuaded the 
Parliament to recognise the authority of the Pope 
and to put m force the statute ol Henry IV. on the 
burning ol heretics To please her husband and the 
Pope, Mary began the persecution of hei Protestant 
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subjects, thinking it to be the only la>\tul luean^ 
to bring them back to the Catholic faith The first 
victim of the persecution n as Hooper, Bishop of Glou- 
cester, who was burned at the stake as a heretic 
Bishop Latimer and Bishop Ridley who had greath 
helped the spread ol the Protestant faith in the last 
reign, \vere then burnt togethei at Oxford “Be ot 
good comfort, Master Ridley, plaj' the man/’ cried Lati- 
mer, when in the midst ol the (ire, "We shall this da\ 
light such a candle in Knghmd, as, h) the grace of God 
'.hall never be put out” Vrchhishop Cranmer wa*' 
the next to sutler Man paftiiiilarly hated him because 
it was he who had declared that Henr> VIII had ^ 
been illegall} married to her mother He was sentenced 
to death, but w'as told that his life would be spared 
if he would gne up the Protestant faith In a moment 
of weakness he ga\e m and signed a dcclamtion that 
he had become a Catholic As soon as the declaration 
was signed Mary ordered him to be burnt at Oxford 
He met his end, howevei, with unfimching courage 
When the fire was lighted, he first thrust his right hand 
into the flame, saying, in his deep voice, "This ha*^ 
offended — this unworth} hand !’’ In less than three 
vears, nearly three hundred Protestants w ere burnt to 
death as heretics. Foi all these cruelties Queen Mar} 
is known in histor} as the Bloody Mar} 

Loss of Calais.— To please her husband, Mar} 
declared wjir against France which resulted in the loss 
of Calais m 1558, the only town held by England 
m France This loss proved fatal to the Queen, foi 



i HE INDIAN boys' 


S6 

she died shortly after this event, leaving no child but 
A sister to succeed her 

5 Queen Elizabeth (1558-1603) —Kh7£tbeth, the 
youngest daughter of Henry VIII by his second wife 
\nne Boleyn, succeeded her sister in 1558 at the age 
of twenty-five. She was one of the ablest and most 
popular of English sovereigns Though a learned and 
accomplished woman, she was extiemcly vain and fond 
of fine dress and coquetry 

Elizabeth and the Church. Restoration of Pro- 

« 

teatantism.—The Queen had no intention of allowing 
her people to remain 111 submission to the Pope Her 
Parliament repealed the religious statutes enacted 
during Mary's reign, and le-enforced those that were 
passed m the reign of Edward VI The Act of Supremacy 
announced her as the head of the Church, while the 
■Vet of Uniformity enforced the use of the Prayer-Book 
of Edward VI in a revised lorm on pain of fine and 
imprisonment These religious measures of the Queen 
■satisfied the majority ot the English people, except the 
Catholics and a small body of extreme Protestants, 
called the Puritans, wdio thought it sinful to acknow'- 

rhe Court of Icdgc the queen as the head of the 
High Commission ciiurcli. A Court of High Commission 

was established to compel the Puritans to observe the 
rules of the National Church 

Elizabeth and the unhappy Mary, Queen of Boots.— 
Mary, the beautiful queen of Scotland, was brought 
up from her childhood in the French Court, and 
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^^as afterwards married to the French king, Francis II 
On the death of hei husband in 1560, she left the 
French Court and came back to her Scottish kingdom 
(^ueen Mary was a Roman Catholic, while her subjects 
had lately accepted the reformed faith The mtroduc- 
Lton of the Reformation m Scotland w as 

1 l.e 

ilue to tlie fiery preachings ol the famous UttomatiDH 
Scotch reformer, John Knox Urged 
l)y Knox, the Scots had pulled dow n most of the old 
churches, got rid of all the old ceremonies and abolished 
the rule of the bishops o\er their cliurch The Church 
of Scotland \\ as henceforth to be governed by little 
councils of ministers, called Piesbyte^s, who were all 
equal 111 rank It thus came to be known as the Presby 
tenan Church. As Mar} \n anted to restoie her own faith 
m Scotland, her subjects naturally became displeased 
with her Soon alter her aiiival 111 l^otland, Mary took 
her cousin Henry Stuart, l.,ord Darnley, a Roman 
Catholic, as her second husband At first they were verv 
liappy, and Mary gave birth to a little son But soon she 
negan to hate Dainley and to show la\oui to anothei 
Scotch ' nobleman, named Earl ol Bothwcll In 1567, 
Darnley was murdered, and it was generally believeil 
that Both well, incited by Mary, had committed the 
murder. A few ^\eeks alter Harnle} 's murder, Mar\ 
married Bothwell, and liei subjects were struck with 
liorror at such a marriage. They rose in rebellion 
.igainst her, deposed her, shut her up in the Lochleven 
Castle and raised her infant son, Tames \’T , then a 
child of one, to the throne. 
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Queen Mat\, however, eontn\e(l to make hei 
c&cape, ^vent to England and imploied the protection 
of her cousin. Queen Eli7abeth Mary was a great grand- 
daughter of Henr>' VTl She had already assumed the 
title of Queen o1 England, declaring that she had ti 
better claim to the throne ot England than Elizabeth 
whom she had declared illegitimate Moreover, mam 
of the English Roman Catholics looked upon Marv 
<is the lawful Queen ol England iind Elizabeth as .t 
USUI per, for they generally maintained that Eli/abeth's 
mother Anne Bolejn vva^ not the true wife oi 
Henrv’ VIII. Elizabeth who was a jealous and shrewd 
woman, consideicd her a lormidablc rival anil shut 
hei up in prison 

Several plots weie (oniied by the English Roman 

Catholics not onh to release Mar> from her prison 

but also to depose the Protestant Queen and to raise 

Mary on the throne ol England. The mo^ famous 

. . of these plots is know n as the Babmg- 

Habin(,'t..n Pk.i . ^ - ... u u ♦ 

ton Conspirac V . Anthony Babington, a 
gentleman of fortune .ind a Roman Catholic, formed a 
conspiracy to murder Elizabeth and to make Marv 
queen in her place The plot was, however, detected 
by Cecil and M'^alsingham, the two foremost and 
fav'ounte ministers of ()ueen Elizabeth. The originators 
of the plot were tried and executed It w as afterwards 
found out that Mary had been implicated m this plot 
Elizabeth took it as a pretext to get rid of her rival 
She was tried, condemned to death and executed m 
Febrnar>, 1587 Mary left her claim to the throne 
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KngUnd not to her own son Janies who a Pro- 
testant iMit to the (laughter of Phili]> T 1 ^ the bigoted 
('athohc king ol Spam 

War between England and Spain. The Invincible 
Armada — Vs a result ot the discovery ot the New 

■f 

World l)v Coliiinbus, last amount of ivealth flowed into 
Spain Irorii the West Indies, .ind thus Spain became, in 
(ourseol time, lIk richest country in Ivurope The 
<ither kuropean nations also desired to share the trea- 
sure^ of the New* World, but Spam stood in then w'a\ 
linglish naiigators like Pram is Drake, lohn Hawkins 
<ind Martin I'robishci, howeier, crossed the Atlantic 
mack mam loiages to the West Indies and plundered 
many Spanibh vessels laden with treasiiies ol the New 
World, inspitc ol the peace existing between Kiiglaiul 
and Spam Philip IT ( omplained against these acts ol 
pirac}, but m \,iiii A considerable portion ol the 
wealth tlni-. Inonght b> these stamen c.uisL..>f iii. 
went into the coffer of the (miern 
nient tor which Drake was rew aided v\itli a knight 
hood Ihis coupled with Eh/abcth\s refusal to accept 
Philip II. as her luisbaiid, and the constant help she 
gave, with men and money, to the re\olted subject'' 
of Spam in the Xc'therlands, naturall)'" kindled hiv 
wrath, and war between the two c'ountnes became 
iiiexitablc 

In 1588, Philip II planned ail imasioii ol P.ngland 
to enforce the claim of Mary, Queen of Scot*?, to the 
English throne, winch she bad bequeathed to his 
daughter at the time of her execution 
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V gigantic Spanish fleet, which the boastful Philip 
The inwncibit Called 111 his pride the "Invincible 

Armada,” and which consisted of 130 
large and unwieldy slnps with an army of about 22,000 
men and w’ltli more than 2,350 cannon on board, set <ail 
to conquer England in 1588. fhc mighty fleet w a*, 
commanded by the Duke of Medina Sidonia, a bra\e 
and old Spanish soldier 

rile Kiiglish were not la?)' As soon as the Armada 
< ame sailing tow'ards England, all sections of the people 
— Catholics and Protestants alike — combined against the 
enemy forgetting, for the tiiAe being, all the difference^ 
m their religious creeds The Queen w^as \ery busy too 
She appealed 111 front of her soldiers at Tilbury Port 
and addressed them thus “I am come amongst you to 
lay down my life for my God, and for my kingdom and 
for my people. I know' I have out the body of a w'eak 
and feeble w onian , but I have the heart of .1 king, and 
,i king ot England too •” The English fleet, though 
smaller m number tlian the Spanish fleet, was lighter 
and better armed. It w as commanded by Lord How ard 
of Plflingham w lio w'as assisted liy a number of veteran 
and daring captains like Sir Francis Drake, Haw'knis 
and Frobisher 

When tlie Armada entered the English Channel, the 
linglish fleet hung on its heels, and fought with ease for 
a week inflicting heav^Mosses on the enem3\ At last 
one night, the English Admiral sent a few fire-ships in 
the midst of the iinwdeldy Armada lying near Calais 
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i'he very sight of the fire-ships caused conlusion and 
ilisordemn the Spanish fleet which began to make off 
lust at this moment .1 great storm broke out, which 
'icattered all the Spanish ships, .ind destroyed a great 
number of them. Out of the 1 30 Spanish ships which 
composed the Armada, only fifty -four Kuutof thf 

leturnedto Spam in a shattered condi- trmada 
Lion, and thus ended the great expedition by means of 
which Philip IT intended to conquer England. 


With the failure of this expedition the naval supre- 
macy of Spam came to an end, and England became the 
'>uprcme naval power ot lunopc 


Inah Affairs 1 he whole ol Ireland, excepting .1 
■.mall strip of land in the south-east, called the 'English 
Pale', was luled over bv nature chiefs under English 
suzerainty The Irish were Roman Catholics, and in 
this reign the) rev oltod undei tlieir leader, Hugh O 
Xeil, Karl of Tv'rone, against the English supremacy awl 
were helped by Philip II with men and money 

The Irish at fir'll gamed a battle at Black Water, in 

j 

Tyrone, 159S, but atterwards the Ivnghsh uatiie of Biact 
■.ucceeded 111 subduing the Irish letider 1598 

.tnd bringing the country under English lule 

* Material Progress during Elizabeth's time — i'he 
leigii ot Queen Kh/abeth occupies a brilliant chapter ol 
English Instory Her reign is famous for great discovene*; 
by sea Sir Francis Drake was the first Englishman 
who sailed round the world. Sir Walter Raleigh, a 
great soldier and famous writer, also won a name bv 



92 


FHE INniAN HOYS" 


establishing a colony on the coast ol the North 
A-nienca, which was named Virginia after tlfe Virgin 
Queen It was Sir Walter w ho first brought tobacco 
and potatoes into England 

Her reign^ is also noted for the ‘nooii-da} splendour 
ol English literature. William Shakespeare, the 

greatest brnghsh <lramatist, flourished 
1- iighsh Ilraim ^ ^ 

in this reign, and wioto several excellent 
pla\s including "Hamlet,"’ ‘‘Macbeth,’" "Julius Cfcsar" 
and "The Merchant of Venice " He w as follow ed b\ 
a train of dramatists like Greene, Marlowe and Ben 


1 iighsli f'oetn 


jonson Sir Thihp Siclne} and Spensei 
embellished the poetical literature b\ 


their famous w orks "Arcadia’ and "The Fair}’ Queen' 


l ngli‘'li I’rosc 


respectiveh The prose literature also 
receuecl a great development in the 


hands of Bacon, Sir Waltei R.iltigh, Hookei and others 


fradc and commerce also began to flourisli f)n 


3i'.t December, 1599, Queen Eli/abeth granted 
Charter to a body of ICughsh niei chants, known as the 


The 1 abt indiA English h,ast India Company, to trade 
c ompan), IS 99 with India and the adioming islands 
This Trading Company afterwards bee aine the rulers 
of this vast Indian Empire 

The coimtiy became piosperoiis m other respects 
also The people built better houses, and li\ed and 
The dressed in better style than before The 

Poor iJiWs Tt r 

1601 i^oor /.ari'9 were first passed in this reign, 
w hich required every parish to support its unemployed 
members 
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Death of Elizabeth. -Oueen lili/abetli, the lasst ol 
the five Tudor So\ crcigns, died in 1603, at the good 
old age ol beveiit). Hei leign Ubted for forty-five year'' 
Vfter hei death, the crow n passed to the Stuart lainily, 
m the peibon of James \I ol Scotland, son of the 
milortuiiate Maiy, (Jueeii ol Scots 

Contemporaneous Indian Events — When Hciny \ 1 1 
began his rule in England, Sckundiir Lodi, son ol 
Bahlul 1 -odi, the loiindei of the Lodi dv nasty, was 
luhng III India lie extended the Pathaii Empire 
.ilmost o\er Nortlioin India But alter his death, hi- 
'.on, Ibiahiin Lodi, began Jo lulu like a despot During 
the reign ol Henn India underwent great 

^ hanges in hei political lile Ibrahim Lodi, son and 
successoi ol Sekundui Lodi, pioved to be ii worthless 
despot So the great nobles ol the kingdom levolted 
ind one ol tliem imited the Mogul Sultan Babar, w'lu) 
had been at that time lulmg over Kabul, 

. , , I Babir, 15211 153.. 

10 come and liee them Irom the oppres- 
-lonol Ibr.ihim Babai at once came and deleated Ibrahim 
It the battle ol Pampat in 1526 With H,rsi BatiL <.i 
the defeat ol Ibrahim at Pampat, India 
passed into the hands ol the Moguls. Babar ruled 
over Delhi loi loui v eai s only. He died' • 
in 1530, and was succ'ceded by bis 1530^540 
beloved son, Humavun, who w'as not a '‘555 i 55 f* 
powerful prince like his lathei Taking advantage ol 
his w'eakness, Slier Khan, a Pathan Jaigirdar of Behar, 
revolted against him and twice defeated him at Buxar 
and Kanou) After his defeat at Kanouj, Humayun fled 
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Irom his kingdom, and Sher Khan ascended the throne 
Sher Shah, Delhi Under the title of Sh^r Shah 

[450-1545 thg country A\isely for five 

years. He reformed the abuses th.it had crept into the 
\ anous branches of the administration He made a higli 
load from Bengal to the Punjab and established a &} stem 
of horse-posts When Kdwaid VI .iscended the throne 


Successors of 
Shei Shah 


of luigland, the successors of Shei 
Shah ucie luling o^er Delhi The} 


were all we.ak princes So rei nit's and civil war'* 
broke out throughout the countr} When Queen 
Mar} succeeded her brother m ICngland, Huma}un 
le-entered Iiidi.i, defeated tlic Pathan Arm\ 


."tt Sirhind and once more nroclaiined himself h.mperoi 
of Delhi (155s) But he died onl\ alter siv months, and 

\ki.ar ihe (.real, w as succecded b} his son Akbar, a bo} 
1556 1605 qj thirteen years So Bairam Khan 
a powerful general of Huma}un, was made guardian 
of the boy king The Pathans once more tried 
to measure then strength with the Moguls, 
but they were defeated in the second 
battle of Panipat, ill 1556 In 1560 
Akbar took the reins of government into 


his own hands. He was a contemporary of Queen 
Elizabeth of England Ho extended the Mogul Empire 
tar and wide. Guzerat, Bengal, Kashmir, Sind, Kanda- 
har, Berar and part of Ahmadnagar easily fell into his 
hands one by one All the Rajput princes, except 
Udai Sinha of Mewar, submitted to Akbar. Akbai 
marched against Udai and succeeded in wTesting 
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Chitorj the capital ofMc^\^lr, from him Udai, ho^^- 
o\er, di(i not yield but fled to the Ara^alll Hilli<, 
where he founded a new capital ctdled L’daipiir. Aftei 
hi!s death, his brave son, Rana Pratap, succeeded m 
recovering nearlj' the whole oi his possessions Aflei 
Ins conquest ol both Xorthern and Southern India, 
\kbar divided his empire into fifteen suhas or provinces, 
over each of which he appointed a ’nibadai or governoi 
Several great men flourished in the reign of Akbai Ol 
these the financier Tod.ir Mull thoroughly reformed tht 
icvenue system of Indi.i, claiming one-third of the gros'^ 
jiroduce as the king's sharo The historian Abul Fa/al 
was another great man who adorned his Com t He 
w rote a history of the reign of Akbar. Akbar w as tlu 
greatest of all the Muhammadan so\ ereigns of India 
He adopted the policv ol conciliation, and thus 
-iicceeded m winning the hearts ol botli his Iriends and 
loes He reformed the several social abuses of the 
Hindus, and regarded all religions with equal venera- 
tion He died in 1603, and was succeeded by his son 
Selim 
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CHAPrKR X. 


England Under the House of Stuarts. 

1 James I (1603—1626) — James VI. ol Scotland, 
the son of the ill-fated Mary, Queen of Scots, who 
succeeded Elizabeth uitli the title of Janies I. of Eng- 
land, was the nearest heir to the throne, for he \\ as the 
great-grandson ol Margaret Tudor, a daughter of Henry 

VII With the accession of James to union of the Eng 
the throne of England, the t\\ o countries h\h and Scottish 
were united for tlie lirst time, though for 
the next hundred 3"ears the la-ws and institutions of each 
remained separate Janies being a Stuart on his fathei’s 
side, the line of kings which now came to rule over 
lingland, is known as the Stuart dynasty He was 
ungainly m person, and allowed himsell 
to be led by his lavourites He w’as 
w'ell-read, but vainly conceited and pedantic. He earned 
the nick-name of ‘the wisest fool in luirope* He 
w’anted to rule England on the theory 

° The Doctrine of 

of the ‘'Divine Right ol Kings' He Divmc Right of 

considered himself God's Vicegerent on 
earth, and believed that he \sas responsible not to anj 
eartidy authority, but to Gotl alone, and that he had 
absolute power over his subjects, their law s and customs 
He, therefore, considered it beneath his dignity to yield 
to the opinions of the Parliament. The result w'as 
a long and bitter contest betw^een the king and 
Parliament He often called and dissolved Parlia- 
ments, and for seven years ruled without any. 


Ilm cl.aracier 


7 
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These arbitrary acts, on the part of James, 
paved the svay for the great Civil War iif the ne\l 
reign, which ended in the execution of the English 
sovereign. 

James and the Puritans —The Puritans cherished 
high hopes of getting religious concessions from James 
who had been brought up as a Presbyterian, and 
accordingly presented a petition to tl^ king James 
invited some leading Puritans to a conference with the 
Hampton Court English bishops to be held before himself 
Conference, 1604 Hampton «Court, a beautiful village on 
the Thames But nothing came out of this conference 
to satisfy the Puritans All that they could get out of 
this conference, was a New Translation of the Bible. 
Many of the Puritans, however, finding that they 
could get no toleration from James, left England for 
ever, sailed away in a ship called the Mayjiowet ^ 
and founded settlements on the eastern seaboard 
of North America These men are kiiowm as the 
Pilgrim Fathers, and their settlements afterwards 
came to be known as the New England States of 
America. 

% 

James and the Cathohcs —The Gun-Powder^ Plot, 
1005— The English Roman Cathohcs also entertained 
hopes that James, being Jlie son of a Catholic mother, 
w ould restore their religion But they too w'ere dis- 
appointed Severe and cruel laws against the Catholics 
were put into lorce Driv'en to despair, a number of 
reckless Cathohcs made a w icked plan to blow up the 
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king and all the members of Pailiament with gun- 
powder, on November 5, 1605 The ThcGun-Powdcr 
prime movers of this plot were Robert *"*'’*' 
Catesby and Guy b'avv kes The plot was, however, 
detected in time Guy Fawkes was found under the 
\ ault of the Houses of Parliament with a great many 
barrels of gunpowder Catesby, Guy Fawkes and all 
the conspirators were put to death 

Foreign Policy of James —James wanted to be a grea<^ 
peace-maker in Europe Just after his accession to the 
throne, he made peace with Spam James had two 
sons, w'hen he came to the English throne. But the 
eldest, Prince Henry, died m i6ii To make the tie ol 
peace closer and stronger, he now wished to marry his 
second son, Charles, to the Intanta of Spain But his 
English subjects did not like that their future king 
should be married to a Spanish princess James did not 
pay heed to the opinions of his English sijbjects, and 
sent Charles wnth his favourite, the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, to Madrid to win the Infanta 

James's only daughter, Elizabeth, w-^as married to a 
German Prince, Frederick, the Elector Palatine ol 
Bavaria. In 1618, the Protestants of Bohemia revolted 
against the Catholic Emperor of Germany, and chose 
Frederick, Elector of Palatine, as their king The king 
of Spam and other Catholic princes of Europe joined the 
Emperor against the Protestants This is known in 
European history as the Thirty Years’ The beginning 
War Very early m the war, Frederick 
not only lost Bohemia but was also driven out oi 
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the Palatinate. He fled with hib wife to ^ngland 
and asked lor help from the English The English 
were ready to help him, but James wanted to remain 
neutral, and requested the king of Spam and other 
Catholic princes to stop fighting against his son-in-law 
and to restore him to his Palatinate. The king of 
Spam did not pay any heed to the request of James In 
the meantime. Prince Charles returned to hhigland being 
disgusted at the behaviour ol the Spanish king and 
refused to marry the Infanta. So the hateful mai riage 
negotiations suddenly fell through, to the great joy of 
the English people In 1624, the Parliament met and 
granted enough money to carry on a w ar with Spain 
An expedition ^^as sent to help Frederick, but it was a 
total lailure ( 1625 ) James died ol a broken heart, 
when he heard the ne\i of the disaster \\ Inch befell the 
expedition 

Some other important events in his reign — The 
Charter of the English East India Coinpan) was leuew- 
ed by James 111 1609, and in 161 5, he sent an ambassador, 
, , named Sir riiomas Roe, to the Court 

V mb'issy of ' 

Sir Jhoma-s of jAhaiigir, the then Emperor of India, 

Roe, 1615 obtain some trading privileges for the 

East India Company. The English ambassador was 
received with honour, and he succeeded m carrying out 
his mission 

Sir Walter Raleigh who served Queen Elizabeth 
so faithfully and w'oii a name m her reign, w^as accused, 
in the very beginning of this reign, of having conspired 
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to raise Arabella Stuart, James’s first cousin, to the 
throne and was committed to the Tower. 

He rerflained in the Tower for twelve 

years, during which time he wrote his famous '^History 

of the World ” In i6i6, he was let out of prison on the 

promise of bringing a large amount of gold to the Royal 

Treasury from some gold mines of Guinea, in South 

America When he reached the place, he was opposed 

by the Spaniards, and had to return empty-handed after 

destroying some Spanish Milages On 

his return to England, the Spanish waU« RaS‘ 

government complained that he was 

guilty of piracy, and to please Spam, Raleigh w'as 

executed in i6i8 

James I died in 1625, and was succeeded by his 
second son, Charles 

2 Charles I ( 1625-1649 )— The reign of Charles I 
lasted for twenty-tour years, from 1625 to 1649 
Charles I w'as \ery badly trained by hib father He 
relied too much on Ins favourites and on the doctrine 
of the “Divine Right of Kings Moreover, he was very 
obstinate and insincere Soon after his accession he 
displeased Ins subjects by marrying Henrietta Maria, 
a daughter of Henry IV of France and a Roman 
Catholic. 

First fifteen years of Charles's reigpi —From the 
very commencement of his reign, Charles I. began to 
rule like a tyrant He began to levy taxes without 
the consent of the Parliament Accordingly a senes 
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of long and bitter contests ensued between him and the 
Parliament. E\ery year the feeling between them grew 
worse and worse In 1628, the Commons assembled 
in Parliament to resist the king's arbitraiy’ government. 
The Petition of They drew up a document, called the 
Right, 1628 Petition of Right, and insisted that 
Charles should agree to and sign it The Petition 
demanded that the king should not impose ta\es and 
loans without the consent of Parliament, that no man 
should be imprisoned by order ol the king without 
giving a reason, that soldiers or sailors should not be 
billeted or quartered on private persons against their 
will, and that no person should in time of peace be 
toed by martial law Charles w as compelled to agree 
to and sign the Petition against his will. The Petition 
of Right has been called the Second Great Chartei of 
English liberties 

Charles I was, ho\\ever, not true to his 
words He soon began to impose taxes without 
the consent of the Parliament and to sei/e the goods 
of those wdio refused to pay For the next eleven 
years (1629-40) Charles ruled without a Parliament. 
During this period he was advised by the Earl of 
Strafford and Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury These 
tw'o men wxre bent on making Charles an absolute 
monarch. Their policy was known as the Policy of 
Thorough, w^hich meant that they intended to 
thoroughly ruin any one w'ho would dare to oppose the 
king. The two instruments through wdnch they exer- 
cised their power w'ere the Court of Star Chamber and 
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the Court of High Commission The former fined and 
imprisoneci^ men who would not pa) the king's illegal 
demands or w ho spoke ill of the policy of the king The 
latter tried offences against the established religion. 

There A\as a tax, called ‘Ship-Money’, which had 
been raised in tlie sea*port towns from very eaily 
times for maintaining a fleet Charles now intended 
to use this tax for his own purpose In 1634, 
(lenianded it from the inland tow ns also. .\s the tax 
was imposed at the mere wnll and pleasure of the king 
without the consent of Parliament, a Buckinghamshire 
gentleman, named John • Hampden, ship Money and 
refused to pay it He was arrested l»hn iiampdcn 
and brought before the judges for trial Although the 
ludges decided m favour of the Crown, the English 
people thought Hampden was right .’and regarded 
him as a hero 

In 1637, Charles’s Scottish subjects became highly 
displeased wdien he, by the advice of Laud, tried to force 
the Scottish Church to use the English Prayer-Book 
The Scottish people formed the National Covenant, 
by which they bound themselves to resist any 
attempt to meddle wnth their religion, and declared 
war against him Charle'^ advanced vMth an army 
to subdue the Scottish people, but he w as compelled 
to make peace with them, as he had very little money 
to continue the \n ar 

The Long Parliament —Charles w'as heavily pressed 
for money, and so m 1640 he summoned a Parliament 
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to vote him money This Parliament which is known 
in history as the Long Parliament, met on November 3, 
1640. It sat for a very long time, and was dissolved 
in 1 66a The Commons who were opposed to the 
king, at once proceeded to impeach Laud and Strafford, 
which resulted in their evecution After the execution 
of Laud and Strafford, the Commons 
Courts or°star* abolished the Courts of Star Chamber and 
Chamiier and High Commission They then drew up a 

tligh Commwsion ^ j r 

The Grand paper, called the Grand Remonstrance, 
Remonstrance whicli thej clearly set forth all the 

king’s acts of tyranny and .demanded the appointment 
of ministers by Parliament Highly displeased with 
the conduct of the Commons, Cliarles tried to capture 
five leading members of the Pailiament The hve 
members, however, fled, but it slioued that Charles 
meant to resort to force 

The Great Civil War, 1642 - 1649 —Charles now left 
London and vent to collect his supporters He also 
sent the Queen ith the crown-jewels to Holland to 
buy arms At last, in August 1642, he raised his 
standard at Nottingham, as a sign of his declaration o( 
war against the Parliament So civil war began The 
followers of the king, who were mostly the nobles 
and country gentlemen, were called Cavaliers, because 
they were composed chiefly of horse soldiers Those 
that espoused the cause of the Parliament, were 
generally merchants and tradesmen, and were known 
as Roundheads, as most of them used to wear their 
hair cropped short In the beginning of the war, the 
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Oliver Cromwell 


Royalists were victorious, but as soon as a Huntingdon- 
shire g^tleman, named Oliver CromWell, 
was put in command of the Parliamentary 
forces, the Royalists failed to gam a single victory 
Cromwell had carefully tnimed and disciplined his o\\ n 
soldiers who received the name of Cromwell’s Ironsides 
He now reorganised the whole army on the model of 
his "Ironsides” This reoigamsed army, better known 
as the New Model Army, defeated the Royalists at 
Naseby, not far from Northampton, in 1645 king 

then fled to Wales, but soon after, he sin rendered to 
the Scots at Newkirk, who gave him over to the 
Parliament on receiving a large sum of , 

mone)’ Charles w as accordingly made t'on of Charles i 
a prisonei. Not long after, the New 
Model Army quarrelled with the Long Parliament 
The Parliament w^as anxious to come to terms with 
the king, provided he would govern according to the 
will of the people , the army, on the other hand, 
wanted to hav'^e no king at all and to set up a republic 
instead But this quarrel betw een the army and the 
Parliament enabled Charles to escape from his imprison- 
ment and take refuge in the Isle of Wight Charles 
now appealed to the Irish and tlie Scots The latter 
invaded England on his behalf In 1648, a battle was 
fought at Preston, in Lancashire, m which the Scots were 
defeated by Cromwell Charles was again captured 
and imprisoned The arm} was now' all-powertiil 
They demanded that the king should be tried on the 
charge of levying war against the people of England 
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Accordingly he was brought to trial before a so- 
called High Court of Justice, which condemned, him to 
death He was executed at Whitehall on January 
30, 1649. 

The Commonwealth and Protectorate, 1649-1660 - 
The execution of Charles 1 a\ as followed by the aboli- 
tion of the monarchical form of go\ ernment in England 
A republic, better known as the Commonwealth, w’as 
thus set up in the country The House of Lords was 
also abolished 

The Irish and the Scots, ^however, disclaimed the 
authority of the Commonwealth, and proclaimed the 
Tate king’s eldest son king under the title of Charles II. 
Cromwell crossed o\er to Ireland and completely 
crushed the Royalist Party in nine months. Mean- 
while the )’'oung king, Charles II , had armed at 
Edinburgh Cromwell now marched into Scotland and 
totally defeated the Scots at Dunbar (September 3, 
1650) In 1651, Charles invaded England and advanced 
as far as Worcester, w'here he was met and defeated bj 
Cromw'ell Charles then escaped to France 

After the subjugation of the Irish and the Scots, 
Cromw’ell became very powerful 

In 1653, he w'as chosen Lord Protector of the 
Commonwealth He called a Parliament, but finding 
it very troublesome, be soon dissolved it and began 
to rule wMthout any Backed by the army, he now 
became more despotic than Charles 1 . had been. He 
divided England into ten large districts, over each of 
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^\lllcll he placed a soldier with the title of Major- 
General. As CromvA ell was a Puritan, he forbade the 
public use of the Praj er-Book and the religious cere- 
monies of the Established Church But the foreign 
policy ol Cromwell brought him lasting fame After the 
death of Queen lilli/abeth, Phigland had lost most of her 
mfluence and honour on the Continent Crom^^ell, ho^^- 
e\ er, made the name of England once ctomwcii’s 
more dreaded and respected abroad * 

He compelled the Dutcli or the people of Holland, ^\ho 
declared ^\ar on England in 1652, to sue for peace, 
and to pay a large sum of m®ney foi the mischief they 
had done During the course of this Dutch ar, the 
English Admiral, Robeit Blake, earned his reputation 
by defeating the Dutcli in several na\al battles Ad- 
miral Blake at once proceeded to break the maritime 
povser of Spam He sailed aiNay to TeneriHe, one ol 
the Canary Islands, and destioyed the Spanish treasure- 
ships, lying in the harbour of Santa Cruz The bra\e 
Admiral, hoxiever, died at sCfi, as his ship \ias entering 
Plymouth Harbour In the course of this war Crom- 
N\ell took the West Indian Island of Jamaica and the 
sda-port of Dunkirk, on the Flemish coast, from the 
Spaniards 0 ]i\er Cromwell died in 1658, and was 
succeeded by his son, Richar I Cromwell. 

Weak and gentle as he was, Richard was quite 
unfit to rule, and so he resigned his oflice m eight 
months. The resignation of Richard Cromw^ell was 
lollowed by confusion and several Royalist risings At 
this juncture. General Monk, a secret Roj'alist, then 
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commanding the forces in Scotland, marched to Lon- 
don with an army at his back, and secured the restora- 
tion of the Stuarts m the person of Charles II , who 
had so long been an exile on the Continent. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events —Soon after the 
accession of James I to the throne of England, his 
Indian contemporary, Selim, son of Akbar, succeeded 
Jahangir kis father iindei the title of Jahangir or 
1605 1627 Conqueror of the World His eldest 
son, Khusru, wdio tried to seize the throne after Akbar’s 


death, failed in his attempt His third son, Prince^ 
Khurrum, not only compelled Rana Amar Sinha, son 


Mewar and 
Ahmadnagar 
submitted 


of Pratap Sinha of Mewar, to sue for 
peace but also succeeded m subduing 
Ahmadnagar in 1621 For his brilliant 


military career, Jahangir conlerred on Prince Khurrum 
the title of Shah Jahan or King of the World 


Meanwhile, Jahangir married a beautiful Persian 
Empress w'ldow, named Xiir Jahan, w’ho, aftei 

Nur Jahan maniage, became tlie real rulei of 

the country She tried to secure the succession for 
the youngest son ol Jahangir, named Prince Shahryar, 
w'ho had married a daughter ol Xur Jahan b> hei 


Shah Jahan, 
1628 1658 


formei husband On the death of 
Jahangir in 1627, Shah Jahan suc- 


ceeded in defeating and killing Shahryar and m 


proclaiming himself Emperor at Agra He was a 


Annexation of 
Ahamadnagar, 

<637 


contemporary of Charles I. as w'ell as 
of Oliver Oromw ell A'fter his accession, 
he annexed Ahamadnagar to the Mogul 
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Empire and made peace with Bijapur and Golconda. 
But he lost Kandahar which as taken , oss of Kandaiiar, 

from him by the Peisians In 1657,* *^48 

he fell ill, and there began a quarrel lor the succession 
among his lour sons, w Inch resulted in the accession 
ol Aiirangz.eb, the third son of the Emperor, to the 
throne ol Delhi in 1658 Auiaiig/eb kept his father 
in conhnement till death 


The English East India Company which was 
founded m lOoo to trade with India and the adjdtnmg 
islands, established their lirst factory at Surat in 1612. 
In 1615, the Company obtained certain of the 

trading privileges Irom the Emperor, jneiishKasi 
as the lesult of Sir Thomas Roe’s 
embassj' to the Court of Jahangir, In the leign ol 
Shah Jahan, the Company established factories in 
Bengal with the permission of the Emperor In 1639, 
they also bought from the Raja ol Chaiidragin the 
present site of the city ol Madras 


Two famous French tunellers, Bernier and Taver- 

nier, came to visit India m the reign of Shah Jahan, 

• 

and they remained for sometime m this Bernier and 
country. They left a valuable account Tavernier 
of the political, social and commercial condition of 
India of the time. Bernier w'as afterwards appointed 
a physician by Aurangzeb, and so he had the special 
opportunity of studying the policy and character of 
that Emperor 
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CHAPTER XI 


England under the Restored House of Stuarts. 


1. Charles II (1660-1686) —At the instance ol 
General Monk, the Long Parliament was formall} 
dissolved, and a new Parliament, known as the 
Convention Parliament, was convened, 

The Restoration , , tt 

which invited Charles II to come to 
ICngland, and to accept the crown On the 29th of May, 
1660, Charles entered London, and was crowned amidst 
joyous acclamations He was a selfish, heartless, and 
unprincipled .monarch He cared little for morality 
Character of religion and was too much given 

(.harits II sensual pleasures Still he w'as 

loved by his people because of the misfortunes ol 
his House and of the Puritan tyranny from which he 
saved his people 

The Restoration Settlement —In 1660, the Act ol 
Indemnity was passed which granted a general paidon 
to those who had fought against Charles I , except 
those that had directly taken part in the execution ol 
the late king The bodies ol Cromwell 
and other leaders of the Commonwealth, 
w ere taken out of their graves and hung 
on the gallow's at Tyburn Gate The army w^as dis- 
banded except a few^ regiments wdiich were kept as a 
bodyguard of the king This is the nucleus of the Stand- 
ing Army in England The Churchy of England, with 


Work of the 

Restorition 

I’arhamcnl 
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Prayer-Book and bishops, was restored as it had existed 
before tlie Civil War. 

The Clarendon Ministry, 1600-1607 —For the hrst 
se\ en years of his reign the Earl ol Clarendon became 
the chief minister of the king Anne, daughter of Lord 
Clarendon, afterwards married the king's brother, 
James, Duke of York In 1662, Charles, by the advice 
of Clarendon, sold to the French king, Louis XIV , the 
sea-port of Dunkirk, which had been conquered by Oln- 
er Cromwell The English people became very angry at 
this transaction of the kmg In the same }'’ear, the 
king married the Infanta of Portugal, and obtained, as 
a part of her dowery, two fortresses — Tangiers in 
Morocco and Bombay in India A few years later, 
Charles made over Bombay to the English East India 
Company The Company now removed their factories 
irom Surat to Bombay which from this time became 


their headquarters 111 the western part of India 

The majority ol the English people belonged to the 
National Church of England Those _ ,, 
w ho were not members of the National or the Non 
Church, namely the Puritans and the 
Presbyterians, now' came to be known as the Dis- 
senters or the Non-Conformists They w'ere so called, 
because they dissented from and could not conform to 
the doctrines of the Church ol England The Clarendon 
The Earl of Clarendon, who was a 


staunch friend of the Church of England, passed a series 
ol penal laws, better know n as the Clarendon Code, 
against these Dissenters They were not only forbidden 
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to offer religious worship m their own private chapels, 
but were also prevented from teaching in schools and 
coming within five miles of a town M early two thou- 
sand clergymen had to leave their churches and homes, 
because they would not agree to use the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 

Three great disasters befell England during the 
ministry of Lord Clarendon. The first 
Great Plague winch visited 
London in 1665 It carried away about 
one-third of the population. ^}Je\t year came the second 
The Cjreat tire, disaster, the Great Fire of London, which 
1666 lasted three days and nights. A con- 
siderable part ot London w'as reduced to ashes, and the 
sufferings of the poor wdio wrere deprived of their homes, 
knew' no bounds These two disasters were follow'ed 
by a third. Since 1665 w'ar w'lth Holland had been 
going on, on account of the commercial rivalry betw’een 
the tw'o countiies In June, 1667, the 
^Medwly,’ "667'' Dutch fleet sailed up the Medw'ay and 
burnt several English ships lying m the 
dockayard of Chatham. A month later, however, peace 
w'as concluded with Holland, by w'hich the English 
gained possession of the Dutch Settlement of New' 
Amsterdam, 111 North America, wdiich w'as afterw'ards 
called New' York, m honour of the king*s brother, the 
Duke of York, at this time Lord High Admial of 
England. The success of the Dutch fleet, how'ever, led 
to the fall of Clarendon who, for fear of impeachment, 
fled to France, where he remained for the rest of his life 
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The Cabal Ministry, 1687-1673 —After the disf?race 

of Clareiiflon, <i new ministry, called the Cabal Ministry, 

was formed The new ministry derived its name from 

the initial letters of the names ol the five members who 

t omposed it, namely, Chtford, Ailmgton, Buckingham, 

Vshley (afterwards Earl oi Shaftesbury) and Lauderdale 

The first important act of this ministry 

was the formation ol tlie Triple Alliance 

in 1668 Louis XIV , tlie Roman 

Catholic king of France, made \\ar upon the Piotestant 

kingdom of Holland To oppose him, the three 

Protestant kingdoms of England, Holland and Sweden, 

formed an alliance. Although England took the side 

of Holland against France, her king, Charles, concluded 

a secret treat) at Dovei NMth the king of 

I'rance, by ^^hlch he promised to make Secret Treaty 
T, ,, , . .1 , of Dover, 1670 

,war on Holland, to bee omc a Catholic, 
and to re-establish Roman Catiioliusm in his kingdom 
In return lie \Nas to recene an annual pension of 
200,000 from Louis This nas the most disgraceful 
event in the annals of England. The Parliament 
granted Charles sufTicieiit money to fight for Holland, 
but he employed it to fight against her, for he openly 
joined Louis and declared war against the Dutch in 
1673 

The Declaration of Indulgence, 1672 — To carry out 
his secret promise to Louis XIV of re-establishing 
Roman Catholicism in England, Charles, m 1672, issued 
a Declaration of Indulgence, by which he suspended all 
the penal laws against the Catholics and the Dissenters, 

8 
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and allowed them to worship as they liked But when 
the Parliament raised an objection against thii Declara- 
tion, Charles was compelled to withdraw 
it. The Parliament then passed the Test 
Act which required all civil and militar}' 
officers to take the oath of supremacy and allegiance, 
to declare that they belonged to the Established Church, 
and to disapprove the doctrines ot the Catholic Faith 
The king’s brother , Janies, Duke of York, who had 
been a Catholic, at once resigned his post as Lord High 
Admiral, and the two secret Catholic members of. the 
Cabal, namely, Clifford arid Arlington, had also to 
retire from office This led to the break-up of the 
Cabal Ministr) of Charles II 

The Danby Ministry, 16*73-1678 -The Cabal 
Ministry was lollow ed by the appointment of the Earl 
of Danby by Chailes II as liis chief minister He 
concluded a peace w'lth Holland, and cemented it by 
his arrangement of marriage betw'een Mary, the eldest 
daughter of the Duke of York, and William, Prince ot 
Orange, the s*on of the king’s eldest sister At this 
time, a man of infamous chaiacter, named Titus Oates^ 
informed the Parliament of the e\istence 
Mot" ^ 1 ^ 8 ' ^ Roman Catholic plot to kill the king 

with all the Protestant ministers and to 
restore the Catholic form of government. Alarmed at 
this information, the Parliament executed some of the 
innocent Catholics and imprisoned a large number of 
them. Soon after the discovery of this plot, Louis XIV 
of France, being displeased with the king of England 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


II5 

for his recent treaty with Holland, advised his am- 
bassadoi*to make known to Parliament the conditions 
of the secret treaty between him and Charles. ^The 
whole nation stood aghast at the information, and at 
once proceeded to impeach the king's minister, Danby, 
who had been aware of these secret transactions. To 
save his minister, Charles at once dissolved his 
Parliament 

The last six years of Charles II ‘s reign - -For the last 
SIX years of his reign Charles ruled without a minister 
The new Parliament of 1679 brought in a 
bill to exclude the Duke of York from *'1679”" 
the throne, because he was a Roman 
Catholic, and to settle the succession m favour of the 
Duke of Monmouth, a natural son of CWrlcs II This 
bill is known as the Exclusion Bill. The whole countri' 
was now' divided into two opposite parties, the 
Petitioners or the Whigs, who were m 
favour of the bill, and the Abhorrers 
or the Tories w'^ho w'ere against the bill 
The biU, however, w'as thrown out of the House ot 
Lords, and Charles dissolved Parliament 

The Habeas Corpus Act, 1679 -The most important 
W'ork of the Pdriiameut of 1679 was the passing of the 
famous law', know'n as the Habeas Corpus Act, w hich 
provided that no one should be kept in prison for a 
very long period without being brought to trial 
Habeas Cot pus is a Latin phrase, meaning, must 
produce the person',* Hence it is the name of a writ 
or warrant issued by a judge to the jailor who has 
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charge of any prisoner, ordering him to produce him 
for trial * 

The Rye-House Plot, 1683 —When the Exclusion 
Bill was thrown out of the Parliament, a few wTeckless 
Whigs made a wicked plan to murder the king and 
his brother, the Duke of York, on their w^ay from New* 
Market to London, at a place, called the Rye- 
House, and then to place the Duke of Monmouth 
on the throne of luigland The plot w^as, how'ever, 
detected, and some of the conspirators were put to 
death 

Death of Charles II , 1685 —Charles died of apoplexy 
111 1685 On Ins death-bed he declared liinisclt a 
Roman Catholic He was succeeded by his brother, 
James, Duke ot York The reign of Charles will ever 
remain memorable for the rapid progress of English 
literature and science John Milton, the greatest of 
the English poets, published his famous 
' ' Scienct xvork, “Pdradisc Lost”, in 1667 John 
Dryden, another great English poet 
and dramatist, wTOte numerous pla>s and poems 
in this reign The Earl of Clarendon, one ot Charles s, 
ministers, wrote the “History of the Great Rebellion.” 
John Locke, a great English philosopher and 
John Bunyan, author of the “Pilgrim’s Progress”, 
also nourished in this reign The Royal Society 
was also founded in 1662 for the cultivation of 
science. 

2 James II. (1685-1688)— The reign of James II. 
lasted tor only three years. James was a narrow- 
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minded and obstinate ruler Moreover, he was a 
staunch Roman Catholic, while the majority of his 
subjects were Protestants. 

Rebellion of Monmouth, and the Bloody Assizes, 
1685 —Taking advantage of this unfavourable position 
of James, the Duke of Monmouth, a favourite of 
the people, landed in Dorsetshire to claim the 

throne, and proceeded towards London On his 
way the royal army met him at 
Sedgemoor, near Bridge- water, in 
Somersetshire, W’here a contested b.ittlc 
was fought resulting in the*capture of Monmouth He 
was taken to London, where he was tried and exe- 
cuted. James then sent a very hard-hearted judge, 
named Jeffreys, to the west of Kngland to try those 
who had taken part in the recent rebellion To please 
James, Jeffreys ordered more than 300 men to he 
executed, and over 800 men to be sold 
.is slaves to the West Indies. This 
IS known in history as the Bloody 
Assizes., As a reward for his services, Jeffreys w'as 
laised to the peerage and made Lord High Chancellor 
of England 

Arbitrary Government of Jamas H —After the 


suppression of the rebellion, James set his heart upon 
ruling the nation like a despot He declared that he, 
as king, w'^as above the law of the realm, and thus he 
might dispense with it at his own sweet pleasure He 
repealed the Habeas Corpus Act, set aside the Test 
Act, and appointed Roman Catholics in the civil and 
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military departments of the Government He revived 
the Court of High Commission, and twice iscued the 
Declaration of Indulgence, thereby suspending all the 
penal laws against the Dissenters and the Catholics. 

James ordered the clergy to read the 
second Declaration in all their churches 
at the time of divine service A petition 
against this illegal order was drawn up, signed 
and presented to Janies by Sancroft, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and six other bishops. When the petition 
was laid before James, he cried out in a rage, 
“This is flat rebellion.” The Seven 
^&shops?^68^" Bishops were then sent to the Tower, 
and afterwards brought to trial on a 
charge ol publishing sedition, but they were acquitted 
by the judges, to the great joy of tlie English 
people. 

The Glonous Revolution of 1088 .— James’s first w ife, 
Anne Hyde, daughter ol the Earl of Clarendon, died in 
1671. She left two daughters, Mary who married 
William, Prince of Orange, and .Anne w'lio married 
Prince George of Denmark. ^ In 1673, James married 
a Catholic Princess, named Mary ot Modena. In 1688, 
two days after the arrest of the Bishops, Mary of 
Modena gave birth to a son, James 

"Oid^PrSender” F^ancis Edward, who w^as afterwards 
known as the Old Pretender. Up to 
this time the English people had been patiently 
enduring the tyrannical rule of James in the hope that 
everything would be set nght in the reign of * his 
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successor, Princess Mary, who was a Protestant. Now 
when th«y saw^ that this new-born son of James, who 
would certainly be brought up as a Catholic, was the 
next heir to the throne, they at once resolved to get 
nd of the tyrannical rule of James and to place Mary 
and her husband, VVilliain, Prince of Orange, on the 
throne On the day on which tlie Se\en Bishops 
were acquitted, an invitation by some of the leading 
men of Ivngland w'as sent to \Villiam 
of Orange, requesting him to come 
over to England, to deliver the countr}* 
from the tyrannical lule ‘of a Papist, and to take 
up the goveinment into his ow’n hands Accordingly, 
William landed at Torbay on the 5th day ol November, 
1688, and marched towards London James’s friends, 
supporters and even his soldiers deserted him James 
fled to France, where he w'as received by the French 
king with great generosity 

The Bill of Bights, 1089 -When James II fled 
from the kingdom, a Convention Parliament which 
met 111, January, 1689, declared William and Mary as 
^loint sovereigns To put an end to the long-standing 
struggle between the Crown and the Parliament, a 
very important document, called the 
Declaration of Rights, was then drawn 
up, and to this William and Mary gave 
their consent. It declared that no king in future should 
rule w ithout a Parliament, that the king should not 


dispense with the laws of the realm w ithout the con- 
sent t>f the Parliament, and that no Roman Catholic 
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should ever again hold the crow n of England. The 
Declaration of Rights w'as embodied m thg Bill of 
Rights, which was passed m 1689 by the first Parliament 
of William and Mary. 

3 William III and Mary (1680-1694) —William III 
(alone, 1694-1702) —After his accession to the throne ot 
England, William III had to face two ^ ery grave dangers. 
James II had a large number of follovvers and adheients, 
known as the Jacobites The Jacobites of Scotland, 
headed by Viscount Dundee, now revolted against 
William and Marj, and gamed a great 
^r\nkie^ 16*89*^ victorv ovcr *the ro}al arm\, at the 
pass of Killhecrankie m 1689 But the 
death of their leadei ultimateh led to their submission 
to William and Mary 


The Roman Catholics of Ireland also took up arms 
in iavour of James II Backed by men and money Irom 
the king of France, James landed m Ireland and was 
„ „ r received with great loy The Irish 

The SicRe of j y 

Lonrionderrv, Protcstaiits wlio stood b) William and 

Mary, fled to Londonderry for safety, 

where they w^ere closel} besieged by the forces ol 

James in 1689. The forces of William came to relieve 

them after moie than three months In the following 

year, William's forces defeated James at the battle ot 

The Battle of Boyne Aftci this defeat James 

the Boyne, went back to France A treaty was 
afterwards concluded w'ith the Irish 
Catholics at Limerick, by wdiich they accepted William 
III and Mary as their sovereigns • 
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War With France and the Treaty of Byswick, 1007 — 
After thq suppression of the Irish rebellion, William 
resolved to fight with Louis XIV. of France not only 
because he was a dreadful enemy to Holland, but also 
because he helped James 11 \Mth men and money to 
regain his throne A long and protracted 
nar was fought, in the course of which | ''[eqi 
the English Admiral, Russel, se\ereh 
defeated the French in a naval engagement off 
La Hogue, in Xorniaiwh In 1697, Louis XIV 
was obliged to make a treaty \vith 
William at Ryswick, by \vhich he agreed 
to recogni/e William as King of 
Great Britain, and promised not to help James any 
longer 

William's Home Government —When William was 
badly m need of mone}' to carry on his war with 
France, a Whig statesman, named 
Charles Montague, persuaded Parliament 
to invite the rich to lend inoiiev to the 
Government for which they w'oiild get the annual 
interest but not the actual sum lent Thus w'as created 
the National Debt Fund of England in 1692 


[ he N itiunal 
Fund 
1692 


Meanw hile the Parliainent passed a senes ol atts 
and measures lor the good government 
of the country In 1689, the Tolera- Aa -imi* ' 
tion Act was passed to grant religious ihe Muiin> iiiii, 

liberty to the Protestant Dissenters 

The same year witnessed the passing of the Mutiny 
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Bill in order to maintain a severe discipline in the 
army. In 1692, the Law of Treason was 

TheUwofTrea \ ^ f * i ^ .1 

son, [692, and passed to secure a fair trial for the 

^^cty"694*' accused person. The Triennial Act of 
1694 provided that no Parliament 
should last more than three 5^ears In the same 
year Queen Mary died of small-pox at the age of 
thirty-two, and her loss filled the whole nation with 
grief. 

After her death William ruled alone As Queen 
Mary died without children, the English people became 
anxious about William's successor, and so, m the year 
1701, a very important Act, called the 
Setliement! ” 701 Settlement, was passed, which 

directed that after William's death the' 
crown should go to Anne, sister of Queen Mary, and 
that if Anne died without children, it should pass over 
to Sophia, Electress of Hono\er, grand-daughter of 
James I , and hei Protestant descendants 

Spanish SucceBsion and the Formation of th^ Grand 
Alliance —Shortly after the Treaty of Ryswick, the great 
European powers settled that after the death of Charles 
II of Spain, who had no children, his vast dominions 
would be divided between Archduke Charles of Austria '* 
and Philip, Duke of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV., 
who had claims to the throne of Spain. But when 
Charles 11 . of Spain died in 1700, Louis XIV. ignored 
the settlement and acquired the whole inheritance for 
his own grand-son Moreover, he broke through the 
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Treaty of Ryswick by recognizing Janies Francis 
Edward, ^he son of James IL, as the 

rightful king of England in 1701. The w.ihSTiiV.^Toi. 
whole English nation at once clamoured 
lor war. But before the war was declared, William III 
died by an accident in 1702. Before his death, however, 
he succeeded in forming the Grand Alliance with most 
of the European powers against France 

4 Queen Anne (1702-1714).--Anne, the youngest 
daughter of James II , succeeded her brother-in-law in 
accordance v\ ith the terms , of the Act ol Settlement 
She was married to George, Prince of Denmark. She 
was a kind-hearted and well-meaning 
woman, but allow’ed herself to be guided yiJSf Ann! 

by those whom she liked At first she 
was much under the influence of Sarah Jennings, w ife 
of John Churchill (afterwards Duke of Marlborough) 
As a favourite of the Queen, her husband soon became 
the foremost man 111 the kingdom In course of time 
the Queen’s love for Sarah waned, and a bed-chamber 
woman of the Queen, Mrs Mashain, cousin of Lord 
Harley, the great Tory leader, became the favourite of 
the Queen. 

The part played by^jSngland in the War of the 
Spanish Succession.— The war which the death of 
William prevented him from undertaking, ivas com- 
menced by Queen Anne just after her accession. 
The Duke of Marlborough was made Captain- 
General of the English forces. The chief scenes of this 
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of Dr Johnson, the author of the well-known 
Dictionary Sir Isaac Newton, a great Math«matician, 
who flourished in this reign, was 
regarded as one of the founders of 
modern English science for his famous mathematical 
and physical inventions 

Queen Anne, the laht of the Stuart sovereigns, died 
in 1714, and was succeeded -by George I., son ol 
Electress Sophia 

GontemporaneouB Indian Events — Aurangzeb as- 
cended the throne of Delhi Kn 1658, and ruled till 1707, 
the year of the Legislative Union of England and 
Scotland He u as thus a contemporary of the last foui 
Stuart Sovereigns of England—Charles II , James IL, 
William III. and Mary, and Queen Anne Soon after 
his accession to the throne, Auarng/eb involved 
himself in a war with the Mahrattas. Sivaji, the 
founder of the Mahratta power, was born in 1627 
He first of all quarrelled with the king of Bijapur, and 
succeeded in conquering a large number of forts and 
« , r provinces belonging to the latter, 

ofthcMahratu Finding himself Strong enough to break 
with the Moguls, Sivaji began to ravage 
their territories Aurangzeb made si\ successive attempts 
to crush the Mahratta leader, but m vain After the 
death of Sivaji, his son, Sambhuji, and his 
S^Msl'vaji'ii ) Sivaji II , surnamed Sahu, were 

captured by the officers of Aurangzeb 
The former was killed, while the latter was kept 
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under guard in the imperial palace Meanwhile Sivaji’s 

half-brotjier, Rajaram, proclaimed himself 

king of the Mahrattas, and continued 

the struggle against the Moguls But he was repeated!} 

defeated by the forces of Aurang/eb Rajaram died 

ir 1700, and was succeeded by his infant son 

Sivaji III Tara Bai, the mother and 

regent of the boy king, carried on the and'-rinUai 

war against tlie Moguls so successfully 

that Aurang/eb was compelled to retire from the 

Mahratta country As Aurangzeb was 

. ^ KM , , , , Auran/cb’s 

a bigoted Mussalman, Ife treated his treatment of 

Hindu subjects verv rudely He destroy- 
ed many Hindu temples, notably the temple of Viswa- 
nath at Benares The teachings of the Vedas were 
also prohibited To crown all, he re-imposed the 
hateful poll-tax, called the Jizya, which offended the 
Rajputs so much that they revolted xht Rajput 
against the Emperor under a brave Revolt 
leader, named Rana Raj Sinha ot Mewar Aurang/eb 
was, however, obliged to make .1 favourable treat}' 
w'lth the Rajputs He also succeeded 

-* Annexation of 

in annexing the last two offshoots iiijapur and 
of the Bahmani kingdom, Bijapur 
and Golconda, in 1086 and 1688 respectively 
Aurang/eb was succeeded by his son, Bahadur Shah 
Although the Mogul Empire rose at the height 
of its power in the reign of Aurangzeb, yet it 
showed unmistakable signs of decay even in his own 
hfe-time, owing to his bigoted policy and cruel 
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treatment towards the Hindus Bahadur Shah 

iiaiiadur Shih, ruled for hve years. He • released 
1707 1712 Sahu from imprisonment, and after his 
release the Mahrattas \\ ere di\ided into two sections, 
the one calling Sahu as their king, while the other 
adliering to Sivaji HI Aftei the deatli of Bahadur 
Shah, a dispute arose aniopg his 
Uhinder siiaii, succcssors for the tliroue, W'hich 

lebulted in the accession of Jahandar 
Shah, a profligate and worthless ruler, in 1712 He 
was soon deposed by the Syad brothers, Syad Abdul- 
^ lah, Governor* of Allahabad, and Syad 

^ 1712*1^1^^^^’ M^*san All, Governor of Behar, to make 
room for Farrukh Seyar, a great-grand- 
son of Aurangzeb 



SOVEREIGNS OF THE HOUSE OF HANOVER OR BRUNSWICK. 1714-ldOl 

George 1 , 1714-1727. 

George II., 1727-1700. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


England under the House of Hanover. 

1 . George I. (1714-1727) —Just after the death of 
Queen Anne, the Whig leaders assembled in Parliament 
and proclaimed Geoigc I. King of England He was 
the eldest son of Ernest Augustus, Elector of Hanover, 
and of Sophia, grand-daughter of James I He succeeded 
to the throne of England by virtue of the Act of Settle- 
ment of 1701 . He^^as already king of Hanover, and 
therefore the dynasty of sovereigns that succeeded him 
in England, is known in history as the Hanoverian 
Dynasty. He v\ as fifty-four > ears of age at the time of 
Ins accession to the throne ol England. He was coarse 
and awkward in person and manner. He 
was very much liked by his people of 
Hanover, but he was never very popu- 
lar with his English subjects He could neither speak 
nor read English He placed his confidence on the 
Whigs who had brought him into England The Tory 
ministers of Queen Anne were impeached, as they had 
shown sympathies towards the Old Pretender, son cf 
James II , and intended to proclaim him king after the 
death of Queen Anne. 

The Jacobite Rebellion of 1715 — The first event of 
importance in the reign of George I. was the great 
Jacobite rising in England and Scot- 
land in favour of the Old Pretender. 
In Scotland, the great Jacobite leader, the Earl 
of Mar, proclaimed the Old Pretender King 


Character of 
George I 


“ The I'lfteen ” 
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James the Eighth of Scotland and Third of England 
But he was defeated at Shenfifmuir, 

111 Perthshire, by the Royal forces shcSa'rfins 

under the command of the Duke of 

Argyll in November, 1715 On the same day 

on w Inch the battle of Sheriffinuir was 

fought, the Jacobites of Northumberland 

and Cumberland were also forced 

to surrender at Preston, in Lancashire For fear 


ol a Jacobite majority at the time 
of a general election for Parliament, the 
Septennial Act was passed in 1716, ex- 
tending the duration of Parliament to seven years 
instead of three years 

The South-Sea Bubble —In 1720, there occurred a 
great commercial disaster, knov\n as the South-Sea 


Bubble. The increase in trade and commerce gave 
birth to a number of trading companies A company, 
called the South-Sea Company, made an offer to the 
Government to repa)” part of the National Debt, if the 
Government would in return grant the company the 
exclusive privilege of trading ith the Spanish coasts 
of South America. The Government accepted the offer 
of the Company/* in spite of the strong protest of Sir 
Robert Walpole, an able financier and statesman. The 
prospect of profit held out by the Company was so 
fascinating that all England went mad to have South-Sea 
shares which soon ran up in value from £100 to £1000 
Several families sold their property and bought 
shares of the Company expecting to get enormous 
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fortunes. But after a short time the bubble burst, the 
shares fell to an abnormally l^w price, and thousands 
of people were ruined The directors of the Company 
were imprisoned, and their estates were seized and 
divided among the sufferers 

Sir Robert Walpole, the First Prime Minister of 
England —The failure of the South-Sea Company led to 
the formation of a new Whig ministry w itli Sir Robert 
Walpole at its head Walpole now became the most 
popular man in England He relieved the distress of 
the people, suffering from the failure of the South-Sea 
Company, by his wise and skilful management. 

The predecessors of George I used to preside ov er 
the Cabinet meetings, but, as the king could not speak 
English, he ceased fiom taking parts m those meetings 
Now it became necessary to ha\ e one minister superior 
to the rest to preside over the Cabinet meetings, and to 
him the title of Prime Munster was given. Sir Robert 
Walpole accordingly became the first Prime Minister of 
England He was a great practical statesman, and cairied 
on the administration of the country with eminent 
success for more than tw'enty years Walpole’s chief 
object w’as to keep the country out of foreign w ars, and 
thus the country prospered under his peaceful policy. 

Death of George I.— Every year George used to 
visit Hanover. In while on a visit to that king- 
dom, he died of apoplexy. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events.— Two years before 
the accession of George I. to the throne of England, 
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FarrukU Sej'ar was raised to the throne of Delhi by the 
S) ad brothers Farrukh soon tried to get rid of them, 
but failec?. He was deposed and put to death by the 
Syad brothers m 1718. The}'' then raised, in quick 
succession, three other princes to the throne of Delhi 
The last of these three emperors ^^as Muhammad Shah, 
a grandson of Bahadur Shah, who ruled from 1719 to 
1748 

2 George II ( 1727 — 1760 ) —George II succeeded 
his father at the age of forty-four } ears 

YT 1 1 1 1 r' Ills Chiracter 

He was, like his father, a Geiman in 
e\ery way, but he could speak English He was 
bra\e and honest, but selfish and obstinate His 
reign lasted for thirty-three }cais, and covered a pros- 
perous period of British histor} on account of the 
e\tension of the Empire in India and in North America 
P'or the first fifteen years of his reign, Walpole held 
power as Prime Ministei. In 1739, Walpole was 
forced by the Fmglish people to declare 
w'ar against Spam on account of the 
ill-treatinent of the Spaniards towards 
English • seamen on the coast of Spanish America 
Among other things, they had cut off the ear of an 
English sea-captain, named Jenkins, who produced this 
amputated ear out of a box before the House of Com- 
mons The people became highly delighted when 
the war w’as declared The w'ar, how’e^er, proved 
unsuccessful. In 1742, Sir Robert resigned his oflice, 
and w'as succeeded by Lord Carteret, a Whig 
statesman. 
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England and the war of the Austrian Succession — > 
Hardly the war with Spam was brought to a close, 
when England involved herself in another grfiat Con- 
tinental war, known as the War of the Austrian 
Succession. The Emperor of Austria, Charles VI , died 
m 1740, leaving no son but a daughter, named Maria 
Theresa. Before his death Charles persuaded the kings 
of Europe to promise and acknowledge Maria Theresa 
as his successor by the Treaty of Pragmatic Sanction. 
But after his death the European kings \\ere base 
enough to disregard the treaty, and to take portions 
of Marias dominions for themselves But England 
took the side of Austria against Prussia, Ba\aria, 


Baltic uf 
iMtingen, 1743 


France and Spam George II. himself 
v.cnt with an army and defeated the 
French atDettmgen, m Bavaria, in 1743 , 


but, two years later, the French defeated the British 


troops under the Duke ol Cumberland (second son o1 


George II ) at Fontenoy, in Belgium Owing to the 


Jacobite rebellion of 1745, the British forces uerc ^\lth- 


drawn from the Continent. The war \\as, hoA\e\er, 
terminated by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. 


The Jacobite rebellion of 1745 —The rebellion lastei^ 


for about nine months In 1745, Charles Ed^iard, son 
>, of fke Old Pretender, usually knov n 
as the Young Pretender, landed m 
Scotland, and he was joined by many Highland Chiefs 
He marched upon Perth and Edinburgh, and defeated 
the Royal forces at Prestonpans, a village near Edin- 
burgh. Then he crossed the Border, and marched into 
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England as far as Derby. He thought that the English 
people would everywhere rise m his favour, but he ^\as 
sadly disappointed m his hopes Charles’s advisers 
now suggested a retreat, and he sadly turned his steps 
northwards The royal forces under the Duke of 
Cumberland pursued him, and at last completely 
defeated him at the battle of Culloden, near In\erness, 
in 1 746. Charles then fled to France, and wandered 
about the Continent till he died m 1788 The 
rebellion of 1745 was the last Jacobite attempt to 
regain the throne of England for the exiled Stuarts. 

Change of Ministry —The fall of the Carteret Minis- 
try m 1744, was followed by a Coalition 
Ministry with Henry Pelham as the 
Prime Minister. With the death of 
Henry Pelham, the Coalition Ministry came to an end 
in 1754. Henry's brother, the Duke of New'castle, 
then became the Prime Minister, but the chief power 
Tested with William Pitt, afterw’ards Earl of Chatham, 

wdio had alread}'^ become conspicuous as 
, „ ^ ^ William rut 

a brilliant orator and as a statesman of 

rare genius He w as so very popular w ith the mass 

of Englishmen that he soon came to be known as the 

Great Commoner. 

The Seven Years' War — The Seven Years' War was 
a Continental war 111 the course of w Inch the English 
and the French fought w ith each other for colonial and 
commercial supremacy. The war which lasted from 
1756 to 1763, spread not only over the Continent, but 
also over America and India. 
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In Europe, the French, in the first year of the 
war, seized the island of Minorca, which had been in 
the possession of the English for the last fift 5 '‘ J^ears. 
In 1759, the English gained a great victory over 
the French at the battle of Minden, m Germany 

In North America, the English had, at this time, 
thirteen colonies, ^^hlle the French held Canada on the 
St Lawrence, and Louisiana on the Lower Mississipi 
The French now resolved to join Canada and Louisiana 
together by seizing the Mississipi and the country east 
and west of it. In the war that followed, the English 
w’ere at first unsuccessful 1111759, William Pitt sent 
out a brave young general, named Wolfe, to conquer 
Canada. Wolfe had the instructions to capture Quebec, 
the capital of Canada. The city stands 
General Wc.ifc Oil a high clifif facing the river St 
LawTence It A\as also strongly 
fortified and defended by the Frencli. Wolfe had to wait 
for three months on the opposite shore of the St Law'- 
rence. One dark night Wolfe took his forces across 
the river in boats and climbed the steep hill, called the 
Heights of Abraham, close under the w'alls of the city* 
Here a terrible battle was fought The English gained 
the day, but Wolfe died in the lap of victory. Quebec 
fell into the hands of the English, and w'lth it the whole 
of the French colony of Canada. 

In India, the English had their three chief settlements 
at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, w'hile the French 
w'ho had started an East India Company in 1604, had 
their chief settlement at Pondicherry, near Madras. At 
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first the English and the French traded peacefully under 
the rule of native princes, but, in couise of time, both 
the natiods resolved to make themseh es masters of the 
greater part of India, under the pretence of helping the 
native princes in their quarrels. Since 1748, the English 
and the French had been fighting in the Carnatic as 
auxiliaries to the claimants for the throne of Hjderabad 
and of the Carnatic During this Carnatic War, 
Clue, a writer to the English East India Company, 
‘exchanged the pen for the sword', and preserved the 
British fame and prestige by his timel) capture of Arcot, 
the capital of the Carnatic, in 1751 Six years after, 
Clue defeated Siraj-ud-daulah, the joungNawab of 
Bengal, at the battle of Plassey, and laid the foundation 
stone of the British Empiie in India At the outbreak 
of the Seveif Years’ War, the English and the French 
renewed their fighting m the Carnatic The 
English Admiral, Sir E)re Coote, v\on agreatna^al 
victor} ovei the French at Wandiwash in 1760 The 
French were then closel} besieged at Pondicherry, 
which, after a short' resistance, surrendered to the 
English rn 1761 

The Seven Years’ Wai v\as brought to a close by the 
Treaty of Pans in 1763, by which Great Britain obtained 
Minorca, Canada, Cape Breton, Florida and sca eral other 
islands of the West Indies The French possessions 
in India were restored by the English , but from 
this time the French power in India steadily declined 
Death of George 11 . —Before the Seven Years' War 
w'as terminiited, George II suddenly died of heart- 
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failure in 1760 He was succeeded by his grandson, 
George III , son of Frederick, Prince of Wales, who 
had died during the life time of George II., in ^751. 

Contemporaneous Indian Events.— George II. \\as 
a contemporary of four limperors of Delhi, Muhammad 
Shah, Ahmad Shah, Alamgir II and Shah Alam II It 
was in the reign of Muhammad Shah that Nizam-ul- 
Mulk, the governor of Hyderabad, Sadat Ali, the 
governor of Oudh and Ah Verdi Khan, 
.Muiiammi(i^Shah, govemor of Bengal, proclaimed 

themselves independent At the 
instigation of the Ivinpei;or, the Syad brothers 
were, however, put to death. During his reign the 
Mahrattas under Sahu rapidly grew in strength and 
greatness. Sahu appointed Balaji Vishvanath, a 
Mahattra Brahmaivof high tdlents, as his 
Pcshwa or Prime Minister. After Balaji's 
death in 1 720, his son, Baji Rao 1 , who 
succeeded him to the Peshwaship, began to ravage the 
Mogul territories, and compelled the Emperor to cede 
some provinces to the Mahrattas. Baji Rao had a 
mind to invade Delhi, but his ambition was checked by 
the sudden invasion of Nadir Shah, ruler of Persia amt 
Afghanistan. Nadir plundered Delhi, 
inv^»!,u)n*'i739 n^^^ssacred its inhabitants without paj ing 
any regard to age and sex, and left 
India after taking away the Peacock Throne and the 
precious diamond, Kohinur. Baji Rao died in 1740, 
but before his death, he created the Maharatta 
Confederacy in order to carry out his plan of establishing 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


139 


a powerful Mahratta empire on the ruins of the Mogul 
Empire The principal members of this Confederacy 
were Raflaji Siiidhia (founder of the House of Sindhia), 
Malhar Rao Holkar (founder of the House of Holkar), 
Raghuji Bhonsla (founder of the Mahratta House of 
Berar) and Damaji Gaekwar (founder of the House of 
Baroda). Baji Rao I as succeeded by his son, Balaji 
Baji Rcio^ a man as ambitious as his father. 

In 1748, Ahmad Shah Abdali, originally an olficer of 
Nadir Shah, but afterwards ruler of Kandahar, invaded 
the Mogul territory. The hhnperor’s son 
Ahmad Shah, how ever, , succeeded m 
defeating and expelling him. But he 
did not stop here He again invaded India in 1751, 
and wTcsted the Punjab from Emperor Ahmed Shah 
w’ho succeeded his father Muhammad Shah in 1748. 
In 1754, Emperor Ahmad Shah was deposed by his 
Prime Minister, Glia/iuddiii, w'ho raised Alamgir II , a 
grandson of Bahadur Shah, to the throne 

We have seen that when the Seven Years’ War broke 
out in hmrope, the ICnglish and the P'rench in India had 
also engaged tliemsehes in fighting with each other, 
jfrhich resulted in the downfall of the French pow’er in 
India. Meanw'hile, All Verdi Khan, Nawab of Bengal, 
died, and w'as succeeded ^•y his grandson, Siraj-ud-daula, 
a head-strong young man, who at once quarrelled w ith 
the English. He was, how'ever, defeated by Clive, at 
the battle of Plassey in 1757 Siraj-ud-dauIa was then 
deposed, and Mirjaffar, the Paymaster of the Nawab’s 
forces, w'as raised to the throne of Bengal by the 
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English. The new Nawab granted to the English East 
India Company the district of Twenty-four Perganas as 
the price of his elevation. After the battle of Plassey, 
Ch\e was appointed Governor of all the Company’s 
settlements in Bengal, but he returned to England iii 
1760. Meanwhile Emperor Alamgir was murdered in 
*759; when his son, Shah Alam 11 , ascended the throne. 

3 George III. (1760—1820) —George III., a youth 
of tw'enty-two, succeeded his grandfather in 1760. Unlike 
the first two Georges, he was a born 

IIjc C'hn.r'ictcr 

Englishman. He was a tender husband 
and an affectionate father, bpt w'as ignorant, capricious 
and narrow'-minded. At the commencement of his 
reign, he w as much under the influence of his tutor. 
Lord Bute, w ho soon became one ot his chief advisers. 
The first important act in the reign of George III. was 
the conclusion of the Peace of Pans betw'een England 
and France in 1763 Several eminent 

Ills Mllllskrs , , , ^ T-r-r 

ministers adorned the Court of George III , 
the most famous of them being George Grenville, Lord 
North, Earl of Chatham, Pitt the Younger and Lord 
' Liverpool 

The American War of Independence, 1775—1783 — 
It has been said before that the colonies established by 
the British in North America w'ere thirteen in number 


Ills Mllllskrs 


All these colonies had recently growm in wealth, 
power, and population Each of the thirteen colonies 
had a governor appointed by the Crown. The Seven 
Years’ War had cost Britain an enormous sum, and as a 
large part of it had been spent to protect these colonies 
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against the French, the king’s minister. Lord Grenville, 
thought ^t just that the colonists should pay some- 
thing towards the expenses of the late war. Accordingly, 
in 1765, Lord Grenville passed the Stamp Act which 
required the American colonies to pay for stamp on 
legal documents. The Americans protested against 
this They said that as they were not allow^ed to send 
representatives to the British Parliament, they should 
not be taxed to meet Kngland's w'ar expenses 
The Stamp Act was, therefore, repealed in 1 766, but, 
in the following year, new duties v\ere imposed on 
tea and certain other articles which the colonies w'ere 
in the habit of getting from Britain Several eminent 
statesmen like William Pitt (now Earl of Chatham), 
Charles James Fox and Edmund Burke w’ere against the 
imposition of these duties whwh meant nothing but 
taxation in another lorm The Americans refused to pay 
the duties, and in 1773, during the administration of 
Lord North, they threw overboard some chests of tea 
lying at the Boston Harbour War was accordingly 
declared against the rebellious colonies in 1775 The 
thirteen colonies now made a common cause, raised an 
army and placed it under a good and 
brave general, named George Washington? 
w’ho • afterwards became the first 
American President. On the fourth of July, 1776, 
the Americans publicly declared themselves indepen- 
dent of Great Britain, and formed themselves into 
a Republic under the title of the United States of 
America. 
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At the commencement of the war, the English won 
the battle of Bunker’s Hill, but with great loss of 
life. In 1777, the English general, Burgoyne, was, 
however, obliged to surrender to the Americans at 
Saratoga 

After this the French and the Spaniards came forw ard 
to help the Americans In 1781, another English general, 
named Lord Cornwallis, was obliged to surrender to the 
Americans at Yorktown Finding it 

Treaty useless to carry on the war, the Parlia- 
Versaillcs 1783 ^ j- yr 

ment concluded the Treaty of Versailles 

in 1783, which acknowledged the independence gf the 

United States of America, and restored Minorca and 

Florida to Spain. 

Pitt the Younger -Before the American War of 
Independence was over. Lord North resigned office m 
1782 In twenty months he was succeeded by four 
ministers, the last of whom was Pitt the Younger Pitt 
was the second son of William Pitt, the Great Commoner, 
who was afterwards created Earl of Chatham Pitt the 
Younger entered Parliament at the age of twenty-one. 
George III. made him Prime Minister when he was 
only four and twenty years old He remained in office 
for twenty years, from 1783 to 1801, and again from 
1804 to 1806 He governed the country with eminent 
success during the trying period of the French Revolu- 
tion. He was undoubtedly one of the most brilliant 
statesmen that England has ever produced. Pitt was 
the leader of the Tories, but his views were more broad 
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and liberal than an ondinary Tory His great rival was 
Charles Jhines Fox, the leader of the Whigs. Pitt died 
in 1806, at the early age of forty-six As he was dying, 
he cried out, "Oh, my country ’ How I leave ni} 
country 

The French Revolution —During the administration 
of Pitt the Younger, a great revolution broke out in 
France, which, iti a few' years, sw'ept away king, clerg) 
and nobles. For a long time France had been governed 
b} despotic kings The material condition of France 
at the time w'as miserabl)’ bad The lower classes 
were burdened with heavv' taxes, and 

, * Causes 

severely oppressed by the nobles who 

had not to pay any taxes The National Debt rose to 

an enormous amount in consequence of the extravagant 

expenses of the King and his Court Kven religion lost 

Its hold on the popular mind as a result of the mlidel 

writings of philosophers like Voltaire and Rousseau 

Moreover, a great many Frenchmen hatl been in 

America during the American War of Independence, 

and when they came back to France, they brought 

■rtth them the new' republican ideas, and began to 

spread them in the midst of the French people To 

satisfy the people, Louis XVI , the well-meaning king 

of France, summoned his parliament 

. Tlic mcLting of 

called the States-Ceneral, consisting of theSt.ates 
nobles, clergy and representatives of the 17^9 

people. But this only brought the discontent to a 
head. The representatives of the people, who pre- 
dominated in the parliament, formed a National 
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Assembly of their own, broke open the great 
state-prison called the Bastille, and began to Overthrow 
law and order e\ery where. They then imprisoned 
their king, Louis XVI , and his unhappy queen, Mane 
Antoinette, and afterwards beheaded them. After this 


they abolished the monarchical form of government, 

Thei-rench proclaimed France a Republic Then 

Republic ind the began what was called the Reign of 
Keign of Terror Thousands of iiobles and the 


Royalists were hunted dowm like wild beasts and cut to 
pieces or burnt alive , the Christian religion was 
abolished, and the clergy who did not escape w'ere put 
to death. 


War with France —Not satished with the change 
of government in tlieir own country, they now’ declared 
their intention of helping nations every w’here, that 
w’ould rise against their monarchs .All Europe stood 
.ighast at the cruel, bloody and atrocious deeds 
perpetrated by the Revolutionists England, Spam, 
Holland, Austria and Prussia at once united in one 


coalition against Fiance to put down the lawlessness 
and tyranny raging there, and to restore the old fom- 
of go\ eminent. Anticipating this coalition, the French 
Republic declared w’ar against England, Spam, Holland, 
Austna and Prussia iir 1793. In course of the w’ar, 
how’ever, Holland, Prussia and Spam deserted England 
and took the side of Franw. The French Republic 
now determined to strike a blow' against Austria, and 
entrusted Napoleon Bonaparte w ith the task of reducing 
; Italy and Austria. 
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This Xtipoleon Bonapaite vas the most remarkable 
inan m the history ol kmope He was born in tlie 
island ol Corsica in 1769 At the age of ten 
years, Xapoleon was sent to France to 
recei\e a militai} cchuation When the 
Re\ olution iiist broke out in Frame, he 
distinguished himself at the siege of Touloun, a 
loyalist city, by diiving the Biitish who came to help 
the citi/ens against the Republic In 1796, he maiched 
to I tal)*, defeated the Vustnans m seieial engagements 
and conqueied the whole ol X’oithern Italy He then 
<hiected his march towards \ lenna, the capital ol 
\ustiia Austria was thus foiced to sue tor pean* 
England was now lelt alone to can \ on the war She 
defeated the French Republic and her allies 111 a senes 
ot naval engagements In 1794, Lord Howe won a 
great Mctory o\er the Fieiich lleet oil Brest In 1795, 
Ce\ *011 and the Cape of Good Ho])e were captured 
Irom the Dutch In 1797, Sir lolin Jems and Captain 
Nelson defeated tlie Fiaiico-Spanish fleet off Cape iit 
Vincent on the Siianish coast, and in the same year 
Admiial'Duncaii beat the Dutch olf Campeidown, 111 
rTolland 

The French now lesolved to strike hhigland through 
her possessions 111 Iiiduc, and sent out Napoleon 
Bonaparte with an arm} to coiiquei Itgypt, so that tlie\ 
could make it useful in lighting against the English 111 
India. Xapoleon safely landed in liigypt, and soon 
succeeded 111 reducing that country, but the French fleet 
that took out his army, was almost entirely destroyed 

10 
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by the English Adniiral, Horatio Nelson, A\ho had 
already distinguished himself as a great sea-captain by 
his uncommon bra\er'\ an^ strong 

The liattle of . / , , ^ , 

the Nile devotioii to duty, at the battle of the 
Nile, in 1798 During this battle 
of the Nile, Casablanca, the S oung faithful’ son of the 
captain of the French ship 0 ; ic/i/ w Inch caught fire, 
refused to lea\e his post without the permission of his 
father and perished When the flames began to spread 
round him, 

‘He called aloud — “Say, father, sa\ 

If yet my task is done 

He knew not that the chieftain la} 

Unconscious of his son* 

Finding it hopeless to maintain his position in 
Egypt, Napoleon returned to France in 1799, and was 
made First Consul or President of the 

Tilt 

I’e icL of Ameins, French Republic In i8oz, a temporar}' 
peace was arranged between fimgland 
and France, known in history as the Peace ol 
Amiens. 

The Napoleonic War —The peace of Amiens w as \ ei'yi 
short-lived As early as 1S03, war was renewed 
between England and France In 1804, Napoleon o\er- 
threw' the French Republic, and assumed the title of 
Emperor of the French He then resolved to conquer 
England and the rest of Europe, and accordmgl} made 
preparations for an imasion of England But the 
combined h'rench and Spanish fleets upon w'hich he 
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relied to obtain the command of the English Channel^ 
were corapleteh destro^’ed at Trafalgar 

, * , , XT , "I r.,, ^ The battle of 

by Admiral Aelson in 1805 ihe flags Tr-ihigar, 
of Xclson’s ship, the Victoi v, bore the 
memorable motto, * England expcits tvciy mail lo do /u& 
duty In the course of the hght, Xelson was struck b}' 
a bullet in the left shoulder He lingered for three 
hours and died after saj ing, “Thank God ' I ha\ e done 
my duty 1” 

Tims baffled in his plans of conquering England, 
Xapoleon issued the famous Beilm Decree in 1806, 
>\ Inch declared that he oiJld go to w ar w ith anj' coun- 
try that traded with Great Britain He hoped by this 
means to destroy British commerce 

Portugal, an ally of England, lefused to accept the 
Decree Napoleon at once turned his arms against 
Portugal and occupied Lisbon, its capital After the 
occupation ol Lisbon, Napoleon turned 
Ins attention to Spam, and put his o\\ 11 " 

brother, Joseph, on the throne of that 
country. The Spaniards at once rose against Napoleon 
anij Ins brother, and appealed to England for help Sir 
Arthur Wellesley (after\\ards treated Duke of Welling- 
ton) who had already distinguished himself b} his great 
\ ictory over the Mahrattas at Assaye, in India, v as sent 
out with a splendid British army into the Peninsula (Spam 
and Portugal) Wellesle) landed in Portugal and defeat- 
ed the French at Vimiero in 1808 This defeat compelled 
the French to leave Portugal The ^\ar was then 
earned on in Spam After the battle of Vimiero, 
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Wellesley vsas recalled, and Sir John Moore was sent 
out in his place Moore advanced far into Spain, but 
finding that Napoleon was then at Madrid, he retreated 
to\\drds Corunna, a seaport on the north- viest coast ol 
Spam, where a terrible battle was fought m Jannai), 
1809 The French ^\ere deteated, but Moore was killed 
in the moment of victoiv Sir Arthur Welleslev 
was again sent out to command the army m the 
Peninsula Wellesley won the great battles of Tala\eia 
(1809), Salamanca (1812), and Vittoiia (1813), and 
finally dro\e back the French across the PjreiTees 
h'oi Ips splendid seiMces iti the Peninsular wai, Sii 
\rthur was created Duke ol Wellington 

These great Mctories ol the British arms roused all 
Europe against Napoleon. In 1812, Russia not only 
refused to submit to the Berlin Decree, but also placed 
a duty on all imported French products Highly 

Napoleon^ Kus ‘licensed at tins beha^ lOur of Russia, 
Sian CampaiRti Xapoleou iinadcd that country with 
450,000 men and enteied Moscow, the ancient capital 
ol Russia, but, to his gieat disappointment, found the 
city deserted by the Russians Want of provision a^ 
severe winter compelled Napoleon to letreat from 
Russia w ith the loss of near]} the w hole of his army 
Russia, Prussia and Austria now* united vsitli Eng- 
land against Napoleon, whose cruelty and ambition had 
exasperated ev ery nation of Europe The allies now 
tail of entered Pans, and compelled Napoleon 
Napoleon abdicate the throne of Fiance m 

favour of Louis XVUI., a biothei of Louis XVI , 
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and to retire to the ibhind oi Elba, on the coast 
ol Itah ^ But about ele\en months after the restoration 
f)l Louis XVIII , Xapoleon left Elba, landed in 
the south of France, and w as elcomed b}' his old 
troops The Fitiich king then lied to England foi his 
lile, and Xapoleon once more betaine Rmpeior ol 
I'laiue \11 luirope at finre determined to punish 
Llie USUI pel I'he Duke ol Wellington nas again 
sent out with an army to Belgium and he, with the help 
ol the Piussian general, Bliichei, succeeded m defeating 
X.ipoleon at the lamous battle ol „ , . 

‘ IIiUIl ol 

Wiiteiloo on June i<S, 1S15, and thus w vuriot) 
deh\eied lunope from the honois ' ^ 

ol a despot Soon altei the battle, Xapoleon 
smrendeied to the English, and was sent as a statc- 
])iisonei to the island of St Helena, m the South 
Atlantic, w'heie he died in 1821 The Frenth king, 
Louis X\ III , once more retuined to Ins kingdom 

Home Government of George III — Although Irelaml 
had been subiugated William III , 

IliL lush 

its mteinal allairs lemamed unchanged KlIhIIioh, 

ly 1798, the Irish, 4iided I)} Fiance, 

rose 111 rebellion against the English Go\ernmeiit This 

rebellion w as, ol cour'^e, yiut dowm by the 

English, but it led to tlit Lnioii of the / 

two Parliaments ol Great Britain and 

Iieland, m 1800 In future, Ireland was to send 

till! t> -two peers to the British House of Lords, and one 

hundred members to the House of Commons This 

arrangement was brouglit about bv Pitt the Younger 
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After the death of Pitt, Lord Grenv die formed a 

Ai)i)iiti(jn of as the Mumhy of all 

1 he Slave Tride, the Talents, because it was made up ol 

men of all parties The administration 
of the Talents "was memorable chiefly for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade m 1807 

Lord Liverpool was the last Prime Minister oi 
George III It was he who brought the P'rcncli 
Revolutionary War to a successful end. 

The leign ol George III , the second longest in 
English history, lasted lor sixty years During the last 
ten years of his reign, Geerge III , however, became 
insane, and the Government of the country was carried 
on by the Prince of Wales who u as appointed Regent. 

Material Progress during the reign of Goerge III — 
In tins reign great industries spiang up in 
Krvoiu\'ion*^'^' South Wales and in the Xorth ol Eng- 
land The invention of Spinning-Jenny 
by Hargreaves, ol Pom er-Loom by Di Cartu right, ol 
Spinning-Fiame by Richard Aikvv right and of Mule- 
Jenny by Crompton, laid the firm loundation of English 
Cotton industry in Manchester and Lancashire Ihe 
iron industry %vas also immensely developed by the’ 
discovery of pit-coal for smelting iron-ore The most 
important of all the inventions vvas the invention of 
Steam-engine by James Watt, for, by the force of steam 
all machines could be worked for all manufactures much 
more cheaply, easily and quickly than by hand-labour. 
These several inventions and discoveries which brought 
a change in the methods of production, and which 
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turned Britain into tlie workshop of the world, aie 
sometimfb spoken ot as the Industrial Revolution 
Several new and beautiful t finals ’\\ ere dug under the 
supervision of James Brindley to carry the manufactured 
goods (piickly to the ports Se\eral new roads weie .dso 
constructed to connect the important places of the 
kingdom The stieets of London were illuminated 
with beautiful gas-lights, hist iniented m this reign 

Art, Literature and Science, too, made rapid progress 
in this reign Poets like Oliver Goldsmith, 

William CoM-per, GeorRe Campbell, 

John Keats, Percy Shelley and Robert 
Burns did much to develop the English poetical litera- 
ture, while the improveinent of piose literature was 
due to the writings of Charles Lamb and Sir Waltei 
Scott rile philosophical literature was enriched by 
the writings of Adam Siuitli and Edmund Burke, while 
the historical literature was specially improved by the 
iamous w'orks of David Hume and Edward Gibbon Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, the lirst President of the Ro^al 
Vcademy, devoted the greater part of his talent to im- 
pyove the art of pamtiiig Dr Edward Jenner invented 
the method of vaccination as preventive of small-po\. 

A good many colonies of England also sprang up m 
this reign m Xew' Zealand, in the eastern coast ol 
Australia and m South Africa 

Death of George III , 1820 — George III died ni 
1 820 at the good old age ol eighty-tvvo He left si\ 
sons and five daughters. He was succeeded by bis 
eldest son. Prince George 
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Contemporaneous Indian Events -During t\ie long 
leign of George III, the British Knipire j\as not 
only firnily established in India, but also greatly 
enlarged in its e\tent The French ^^ho attempted 
to establish an empire in India, v\ere utterly 
Juiinbled by the capture of Pondichen y m 1761 In the 
same year, the Mahiattas who also cheiished the idea 
of founding a Hindu empire on the nuns of the Mogul 
ICmpire, were totally defeated, witli gieat slaughter, at 
the Third B.ittle ol Panipat b^ Ahmad Shah Abadali 
w ho had been pro\ oked b\ the conquest of the Punjab 
and the expulsion of the Afglians from that pro\ nice 
b^ the Mahiattas In 1765, Loid Cli\e once more 
returned to India, and managed to obtain from Shah 
Alam II , the titulai ICmperor of Delhi, the Dew am 
or the collection ol Tesenue ol Bengal, Behar and Oiissa 
This Emperor Shah Mam wa'^ ii contemporar) ol 
George III The Iniglisli, howe\ei, left the tollection 
of the reAonue m the hands of the ill-paid natne 
oKicers wdio began to 10b and oppi ess the people ^ery 
much. 

Tins mistake was, howe^cl, icmedied b) an .ib|e 
olficer of the East India Compain, who transfeiTed 
the collection ol the ie\enue from the hands ol 
nati\e olEcers to those of hAiiopean Collectors 
Tins able ollicer was Warien Hastings 

VVirren , , ^ . 

iKstinj;*, who became the hrst Governoi-Geneial 

1774 '7^5 Qf under the Regulating Act, 

passed at the instance of Lord Xortli in the British 
Parliament in 1773 Hastings waged war, with. 
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admirable success^ against tlie Maharattas and Hyder 
All and Ijis son, fipu Sultan of Alysoie 


The successor of \\'arren Hastings was Loid 
Cornwallis who had loiight ii\ the , , 
Vineiican War of Independence His (ommiiis 
name will e\er be lemembeied toi his M/iJ 
se\eial adlmnlstratl^e rcfoinis, the most important ol 
whith was the Permanent Settlement of the land 
rex en lie ot Bengal Cornwallis also longht with Tipii 
Sultan of M)sore, and compelled him to cede one hall 
of his dominions to the Knghsh 


rire nc\t Goxernoi-Gciiual of importance was Lord 


Welleslex xxho resohed to make the 
Biitish powei paramount nr India, and 
to bring the xarioiis natixe states iindei 


I otil 

Wtllcslcv 
I7qS 1805 


the protection of the Biitish Goxermrient His politx 
w is, theiefore, a pohc\ ot British siipreinacx with 
Subsidiar) Alliance As a result of this pohex , the 
Xi/.itrr ot Hyderabad, the Peshwa, Baji Rao II , and the 
Gaekwar of Bar oda acknoxx lodged the British oxerlord- 
sljip The other three Maharatta chiefs, the Bhonsola, 
Smdhia and Holker, who refused to enter into tin. 


Siibsidiaix Alliance, xxere defeated and humbled by the 
Gox ei nor-General with the help of his biothei, Sn 
Aitluir Wellesley, xxdio was afterxx arils created Duke 
ot Wellington Lord Wellesley also fought xxith and 
ox ei threw Tipu Sultan of Mx sore who xxas intiigumg 
xxith the French against the English Welleslex 
annexed Allahabad, Agra, Delhi, Rohdkhand, Orissa, 
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the Cani.itic and a few other places to the British 
Indian dominion. 

The policy of Lord Wellesley was, however, not 
approved by the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, and so he was recalled in 1805 But tlie 
work which was left 1111 finished by Lord 
^ 1813^*823*’' ’ Wellesley w'as completed by Lord 
Hastings who became Govei nor-General 
in 1813 Ho not only unshed the Pindans and the 
^laharattas, but also anneved Simla, Xaini Tal, 
Mussooree, Poona and several other places to the 
British Indian Empire 

4 George IV (1820-1830) —Geoige IV. wdio had 
acted Jis Regent for ten years m the last reigu, ascended 
His the throne in 1820 at the age ot fift\ - 

(hirittcr sex en years He was a x am and worth- 

less king Unlike his father he xx^as xery unpopular, 
specially lor the ciuel treatment toxx'ardshisxxnfe, Queen 
Caroline He married Caroline of Brunsxx ick m 1795 
The maniage proxed a xery unhappy one Their 
only daughter, Princess Charlotte, died in 1817, and the 
king w ho xvished to marry again for an heir, resolv(^l 
to divorce her, but failed. The Queen, however, died 
of bi oken heart in 1821. 

Cato Street Conspiracy, 1820 —The hrst important 
event in his reign xxas the Cato Street Conspiracy, 
formed by one Thistlewood to assassinate the king's 
ministers at a cabinet dinner given by Lord Harroxx bx\ 
The plot xx^as, how ever, detected m time, and Thistle- 
wood and others xvere captured and executed 
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The Liverpool Miniatry —Lord Liverpool who had 
been th^ Prime Minister in the last reign continued to 
be so till his illness in 1827 In 1822, he strengthened 
his ministry by appointing Sir Robert 

^ , . XT . Sir Robert red 

J-^eel as Home Secretary and Huskisson 

as President of the Board of Trade In 1824, 

reformed the Criminal Law s of Kngland, and thereby 

did away with capital punishment for several trifling 

ami pett) oflences Huskisson, an advocate of Free 

Trade, redut cd a considerable portion of the duties on 

imported goods 


The Ministry of Lord Canning and of Lord 
Godench — Lord Lnerpoolwas succeeded by George 
Canning as Prime Ministei, but he died within three 
months In his administration Kngland ],idepeiid(.nci 
helped the Greeks w'ho had been lighting 

' , (Tietcc 

against the lurks to gain their 

independence Many prominent l^nglishmen including 
the great poet Lord Byron w ent out to light for the 
cause ol Gieek Ireedom France and Russia also sent 
assistance to the Greeks The allied forces destroyed 
t.Ie Turkish fleet otf Xavarino, in 1827, find thus paved 
the wa) for the recognition of the independence of 
Greece by Turkey in 1829 

The Wellington Ministry.— The next Prime Ministei 
of George IV w as the famous Duke of Wellington, the 
Victor of Waterloo During his administration, the 
Test \ct and the Corporation Act, w Inch had been 
passed m the reign of Charles II , were repealed The 
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Catholics were consequently allowed to enter the annj 
and the navy The) now* aspned to sit in Parliament 
But the King and the Prime Minister would not 

The Caiiiohc Sr^nt them this pri\ ilege The Catholics, 
I howe^er, went on agitating imdei a 
brave and able Iiisliman, named Daniel O’ 
Connell, whose eloquence and exeition at last bi ought 
about the desired prnilege In 1829, the Parliament 
passed tiie Catholic l!.mancipation Bill which not onh 
allowed them to sit in the Parliament, but also removed 
several other disabilities Iroiii which the\ had been 
sutfering so long 

Death of George IV , 1830 — (leoige I\ died in 1830 
As he died childless, he was succeeded bv his thud 
brother William, his second Inother h'redenck 
having died in 1827 

Contemporaneous Indian Events - -During the shoit 
rule of George IV, the Btitish hinpire m India was 
further extended bv the annexation ol -\ssam, Arrakan, 


and rennassenm in 1S26, as the result oi 
‘ 7823^*182"'^ ’ Buimesc Wai These aimexa 

tions weie made bv Loid Amliiirst w l^o 
'-ucceeded Lord Hastings 111 1823 The successor of Loul 
, , „ Amherst was Lord William Bentinck 

H'nimct, The admimstration of Bontmek niaiks 
1281835 peaccdul impiovemeiit and 

progress m India The most memoiable acts associated 
with the name of Bentinck, aie the Abolition of the Sati 


rite and the Suppression ot the Thugs He also put a 
stop to the practice of offering human sacrifices to the 
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<ioddess Earth by the Khonds of Madras. It Avas Lojd 
Bentinckwho ga\e the educated nati\et» of India a 
wider scope for their employment into tlic liigher ranks 
of Government serA ice 

5 William IV (1830-1837) — William, Duke o( 
Clarence, third son ol Geoige III , 
ascended the throne after his bi other's ^ 

death in his bixtA-Iiftli year He 
was a kind and good-natured king He had seived 
in tlie na\y in his earlier days, and so he Avas often 
tailed the Sailor King The first impoitant e\ent 
111 his regiii AAas the opening ol the Liverpool and 
^Manchester RailA\aA in 1830, consti noted 1 )a 

George Stephenson, the inventor ol the locoinotiA'e 

Revolution in Prance and Belgium —A (caa Aveeks 
alter William’s actesaion, a second Revolution aa^is 
brought about in France, in July, 1830 Charles \ , 
tlie successor of Louis XVIII , proved to be a tyiannical 
king The pepole lose against him, and drove him out 
of France 

Louis Philippe, Duke of Orleans, who promised to 
Pile according to the wishes of the people, aa as then 
raised to the throne of Fiance The people of Belgium 
also rose in lebellion against the Dutch Asa result 
of this revolt, Belgium \.ds separated from Holland, and 
Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, the luisband ol 
Princess Charlotte, the only daughter of George IV" , 
AA'ho died 111 1827 , became the hrst king of the Belgians 

The First Reform Bill, 1832. — The most notable 
event in the reign ol W illiam IV. was the passing oi 
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the famous Reform Bill in 1832. For many years the 
linghsh people felt the need of a Reform of the House 
of Commons Though the English Parliament became 
supreme after the Revolution of 1688, it had ceased to 
represent the whole nation Owing to the growth of 
trade and several new industries, a great many populous 
towns like Birmingham, Leeds and Manchester, sprang 
up in the north of England , but these towns were not 
allowed to send their representatives to the Parliament 
The ancient rotten boroughs, or the old towns that 
liad neither electors nor inhabitants, on the other 
hand, still had the privilege • of returning members to 
Parliament. Moreover, bribery and corruption 
prevailed during the time of general election 

In 1816, William Cobbett, a violent political writer 
of the day, stirred the nation to cry for Parliamentary 
Reform, The Whigs took up the cause of Parliamentary 
Reform, and began to agitate violentl} The agitation 
assumed a serious aspect after the accession of 
William IV. The king and Ins Tory minister, Wellington, 
were opposed to it. Wellington was, therefore, forced to 
resign, and Lord Grey, the leader of the Whigs, forme^ 
a new ministry Lord John Russel, the Leader of the 
House of Commons, brought a Reform Bill into the 
Parliament of 1831 The Bill was passed by the House 
of Commons, but the Lords threw it out. Thereupon 
several riots broke out all over the country in wdiich 
houses were burnt and men killed. The Bill was re- 
introduced m a somewhat altered form into the Parlia- 
ment of 1832 The Bill was again passed by the House 
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of Commons, but the House of Lords again rejected it 
by a majority of forty-one votes. Lord Grey now 
asked thd king to create fifty new peers so as to Qut\ ote 
the opposition, and as the king would not do this, Lord 
Grey resigned his office The king then united 
Wellington to form a ministr}, but he failed Tlie people 
became very much indignant and refused to pay the 
ta\es unless the Reform Bill w as passed Lord Giev 
was once more recalled As it became know n that the 
king was now willing to create a number of Whig peers, 
the Lords gave wav, and the Great reform Bi I Mvas 
passed into law' m 1832 The Reform Act 
took from the small boroughs or tow iis, i^Lform \ri 
with less than two thousand inhabitants, 
the right of sending members to Parliament, and gave 
it instead to the hitherto unrepresented but populous 
towns The franchise or the right of voting in the 
election of members of Parliament was also consider.ibl} 
extended It was during this controversv over the 
Reform Bill, that the Tories took the name of 
Conservatives, while the Whigs came to be known 
as Liberals 

Measures of the Reformed Parliament.— The first Re- 
formed Parliament met in January, 1833 of 

The trade in slaves had been abolished sii%cr 
in 1807, but the English planters in the 
West Indies kept a large number of Negroes under them 
as slaves. In 1833, the Parliament passed the Act for 
the Abolition of Slavery, chiefly through the exertions 
of William Wilberforce w ho devoted his whole life and 
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cnerg) to the ctiiise of the tibohtion of Sla\eiy 
throughout the British Empire. The \ct set free dll the 
'<la\es in the West Indies and othei British dominions 
V sum of twenty millions of pounds was gnen to the 
])lanters as compensation 

The year, m a\ I nch sla\ery was ahohshed from the 
British Dominions, also witnessed the 
let ' passing ol the FacLor\ Att, b> which 
clnldien, working in the lactones weie 
protected lioni o\ei-woik and ill-tie,itment In the 
(ollowmg jeai, a new Poi^r Law was 
'*'1X34'“'^’ pjissed, which directed that no aid should 
be guen to able-bodied men unless tht^ 
went into the pooi houses, and woiked loi then 
own liMiig 

Death of William IV , 1837 -William 1 \ died child- 
less m 1837 He w as succeeded b} liis niece, Pimcess 
Victoria ol Kent 

Gontemporaiieous Indian Events —Dining the short 
rule ol William IV , the Biitish rule m India wase\tend- 
■ed to Cachar and Cooig by Lord William Bentinck, tlie 
(jOAernor-Geneial ol India, w ho remained m ollice till 
1835 *^ 35 ; Go\ eminent ol Lord Bentinck 

<lecided to impart Western education to the Indian bo}s 
through the medium ol the PAiglish language This is 
one of lingland’s precious gifts to India Sir Charles 
Metcalfe wdio succeeded Lord Bentinck, granted 
^complete freedom to the press in India. 
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6. Queeu Victoria ( 1837 - 1901 ) —Queen Victoria, tlie 
only daughter of the Duke of Kent, fourth son of 
George III , ascended the throne of England after the 
death of hei uncle in 1837 Vt the time of her accession, 
she was only eighteen years old She was Uer 
not only an accomplished woman, but a 'Iumcih 
prudent, sensible and just iiiler too Queen Victoria 
soon became \ er) ijopular, as slie tried to do as much 
good to her people as she (ould In 1840. 
tlie (jueen married her cousin, Prince Crmu 
Vlbert ol Sa\e-Cobuig, a German Prince, * 
who de\oted Ins hie to secure the welfare ol the 
English people The Pi nice, however, died in 
j 861, and was gieatl> missed by the Queen and her 
subjects 

Separation of Hanover fromJEngland — In the begin- 
ning ol this reign, Hanover whicli had come under ling- 
lish rule since 1714, passed into the hands of the Duke 
ol Cumberland, iifth son of (jeorge III , as the law’s ol 
Hanover pre\ eiitecl a lemale from succeeding to the 
throne of, that countr> 

Jlimsters of Queen Victoria —More than eight 
eminent statesmen became Prime Ministers in the 
reign of Queen Victoria, the most famous of 
them being Sir Robert Peel, Mr Disraeli and Mr 
Gladstone 

The Ohartiat Agitation —When; Queen Victoria came 
to the throne, there w’as universal misery among 
the working classes The failure of harvest for the 
iw’o successnt seasons and the consequent misery 

II 
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of the poor people, led to the framing of the People's 
The Peoples Charter in 1838 Those who* were iii 
Charter favouT of the Charter, w'ere known as the 

Chartists They demanded from the Government six 
popular reforms, namely, (i) Universal Suffrage, that is, 
every man of the age of twenty-one and up\vards 
should have a vote ; (2) Annual Parliaments, that is, 
a Parliament should last only one year, instead of seven, 
as they do now , (3) Vote by Ballot, that is, all voting 
should be knowm to the votei himself and to no others , 
(4) Abolition of the Property Qualification, that is, 
every man, whether he owmed property or not, should 
be chosen a Member of Parliament , (5) Payment of 
Members, that is, a Member of Parliament should be 
paid for his services , and (6) Equal Electoral Districts, 
that IS, the numbei of Members of Parliament m a 
district should depend on the numbers of its popula- 
tion The Chartists went on agitating till 1848, when 
the movement almost V erged on revolution Riots and 
disturbances broke out throughout the kingdom The 
Chartists then began to march tow'ards London in pro- 
cession in order to present a petition, embodying rtie 
demands, to the House of Commons They were, how- 
ever, prevented from going beyond the Westminister 
Bridge in procession Although the movement proved 
a failure, two of its demands, namely, vote by ballot 
and abolition of the property qualifications ultimately 
became law 

Repeal of the Corn Laws. -The chief political event 
in the earlier years of her reign, was the Repeal of the 
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Corn Laws in 1846 To protect British agriculture 
against the competition of imported corn, the Parlia- 
ment had passed a series of laws, called Corn Laws, 
prohibiting the exportation of British corn and impos- 
ing a duty on all imported corn In course of time, the 
Corn Laws became very oppressive, for they caused 
corn to reach a verj’’ high price 

The poorer classes suffered grievously from these 
laws In 1838, the Anti -Corn Law League co,,, 

was established to spread the principles Li-aBut 
of Free Trade and to secure the repeal of the Corn 
Law s The most prominent members of the League 
were tw'o Manchester men, John Bright and Richard 
Cobden These two gentlemen maintained that if 
the products of other nations were allowed to 
come into the country free of diit} , it would certainly 
conduce to the prospcnt) of Great Britain The League 
soon succeeded in covincing the people of the several 
evil effects of the Corn Laws In 1845, ^ famine broke 
out in Ireland, w Inch afforded the League sufTicient 
opportunity to agitate the matter violently In 1846, 
Sir ^Robert Peel, the Prune Minister, who was at 
first in favour of high duties on foreign corn, but w'ho 
recently changed his v'lew s, repealed the Corn Law s and 
thereby inaugurated the Era of Free Trade in England 
Parliamentaiy Reforms in the reign of Queen 
Victoria— In 1867, Mr. Disraeli, the Leader of the 
House of Commons, introduced a bill for T|,e second Ke 
further reforms m the Parliamentary 
franchise This bill was soon passed, and was known 
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as the Second Reform Act It conferred the right ol 
voting on all men who paid p6or rtites, on thobc lodgers 
in towns who paid a rent of not less than £\o a year, 
and on those tenants in counties who paid a rent ol 
^12 a year. 

In 1872, the Parliament passed the Ballot Act 
which enabled the voters to gi\c their \otes in 
secret. 

I'he Third Reform Act was passed 111 1885 B} it 

riic Third Borough and County occupiers w ere 
Reform Act, 18S5 pj^jced on tlie^ same footing with regard 

to Iranchise, The Act also took Irom boionghs 
with less than (iftcen thousand inhabitants, the 
right ot sending .i member to Pailiament It cut up 
the whole country into electoral districts, each ol 
which had the right of sending one member to 
Parliament, 

The Irieh Question —A party ol Iiishmen, known as 
the Fenians, attempted to establish a 

1 III l v,in in'. 

lepubhc in Ireland They inanifestetl 
iheir revolutionary spirit in the seVei.il disturbances that 
broke out in Itngland and Ireland m 1867 ^he 
Parliament wanted to put dowm their disturbances b> 
harsh and coercive measuies. But Mi Gladstone, the 
lar-famed Prime Minister of the Queen, at once per- 
ceived that only coercive measures could not pacifj the 
discontented Irish So he came forward to remove 
some of the grievances of the Irish In Ireland, the 
majority of the people were Catholics, but they had to 
pay taxes for the support oJ the Protestant clergv 
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1 Ills was a matter of hardship to the Irish Catliolits 
To satisfy them Gladstone passed an 
A.ct in 1009, by w'hich the Irish Catholics of the insh Churcii 
weie exempted from supportinj; the 
Protestant Church in Irehind In the following 
year, he passed an Irish Land Act -phe insit i and 
w'hich prohibited the unjust evictions Act, 1S70 
of the tenants b\ the landlords and improved the c'ondi- 
tion of the Irish peasantrv But these measures could 
not bring full satisfaction to the Irish piu' Hmm Rule 
people riiev iiow' demanded Home Movement 
Rule foi Ireland, that is to.sav, they wanted to establish 
.1 separate Parliament in Ireland and w ith it the right 
ol managing then o\\ n affairs To get rid of the trouble- 
stune lush question, (jladstone introduced the Home 
Rule Bill into the British Parliament m 1886, m which 
he pioposed a sepaiate Parliament in Dublin for the 
Irish people The British Parliament was, however, not 
in favour of granting Home Rule to the Irish people, 
and so the bill was rejected The rejection of the Bill 
led to the resignation of Gladstone In 1892, Gladstone 
acjaiii became Prime Munster, and m the following yeai, 
he re-introduced the Home Rule Bill The Bill wms 
passed bv the House of Commons, but it was throw 11 
out by the House of 1 ords Gladstone then retired 
into private life and died in 1898 

European AflFairs —In 1848, a Revolution biokc out 
m Pans, which drove the French king, ^ 

Louis Philippe, from the kingdom, and 
A Republic W'as then set up in France with Louis 
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Napoleon as its President. In 1852, he overthrew the 
Republic, restored the Empire and assumed the title of 
Napoleon III In 1870, Emperor Napoleon ’quarrelled 
with William I., King of Prussia In the war that 
followed all the German States sided w ith Prussia' The 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870, however, put an end to 
the reign of Napoleon 111 , and a Republic was once 
more set up in France. The Republic sought peace by 
ceding the French provinces of Alsace and Lorraine to 
Germany 

In Germany, the immediate result of the Franco- 
Prussian War was the union, of several German States 
under the headship of Prussia In 1871, William I 
ThL was formally proclaimed hereditary 
(jerman hnipirt German Emperor at Versailles The 
man who brought about this unity of Germany was 
Bismark, the greatest of the German Statesmen For 
his splendid services Bismaik was appointed the first 
Imperial Chancellor, and was raised to the rank of a 
prince 

In 1854, Great Britain and France joined Turkey in 
her w'ar with Russia Russia demanded the right ^of 
protecting the Christian subjects of the Sultan, which 
Turkey indignantly refused Russia 
accordingly declared w ar against Turkey 
m 1854 As the war w^as mainly con- 
ducted in the Crimea, the southern portion of 
rheCremean Russia, it IS knowii as the Crimean 
War, 1854 1856 -pjig chief incidents of the war 

were the victories of the Alma, of Balaclava, and 
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of Inkermann, gained by the allied forces, and the Siege 
of Sebastopol, one of the four capitals of Russia, in the 
course of which the British soldiers suffered terribly 
from want of food and shelter during winter The 
siege lasted for nearly a year A noted figure in this war 
was Miss Florence Nightingale who with a band of 
nurses wrent to the Crimea, and rendered great services 
by relieving the sufferings of the soldiers In 1855, 
allied forces succeeded 111 taking Sebastopol In the 
following year, a peace wras concluded between Russia 
and Turkey at I^aris, by which Russia agreed not to 
keep any man-of-war m the Black Sea 

The sevenil states of Italy had been subject to 
Austria from a lory long time A movement was, how- 
ever, set on foot to liberate Italy from the ^ 
hands of the Austrians, wliKph resulted 
111 the unification of all the Italian states m 1870 
Victor lunaiiuel \>as the first mdejiendent king of Italy 
with Rome as its capital 

In 1875, troubles broke out in the Balkan Peninsula, 
caused by the raisgovernment of Turkey The Balkan 
peninsula comprises the provinces of -11,^ iiaikan 
Bosnia, Hei/egovina, Montenegro, ivnmsuia 

Servia, Roumama, Bulgaria, Turkey, and Greece 
The whole of the Peninsula formerly belonged to 
Turkey But Greece threw of! the yoke of Turkey 
in 1830 

In 1875, Bosnia and Hezegovma revolted against 
the authority of Turkey. Bulgaria now' joined the 
insurrection, but the rising was suppressed by the Turks 
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^Mtll great barbaiit) In 1876, Ser\id, Montenegro 
and Routnania declared their independence On behalf 
of these rexolted Christians! Russia 

The KusMiTiir 

kish Wai 1S77 declared war against liirke)’ in 1877 The 

1878 ** 

‘ war was, however concluded by tlie 

Treaty of San Stefaiio in 1878, but England demanded 

that the terms of the treat} should be submitted to a 

European Congress Accordingly the 

UeriinriSys ^ Congress met at Berlin m June, 1878, 

undei the presidcnc} of Bisinark The 

Treat} of Berlin is the outcome* ol this Congress 

By it— 

♦ 

(1) Montenegro, Set ua and Roumania were decla- 
red independent , 

(2) Bulgaria which is at piesenl an independent 
State, was made a sell-go\ermng State, pa} mg tribute 
to Turkey , 

(3) Austiia was allowed to ociup\ and administer 
Bosnia and Her/cgoM na , 

(4) England gained C}prus on londition ol liei 
protecting Asia Minor 

Afncan Wars — In Xorthein Aliua, f.g} pt Igrniern 
belonged to Turkey In 1841, I'-gypt virtuall}' became 
an independent state though its ruler, the Khedive, 
tiommall} acknowledged the sn/eraint\ of Turkey 
In 1870, England and France succeeded 

rgJptlmWlr^ 

in setting up a tontrol in Egypt In 
1882, Arabi Pasha, an Egyptian officer, resented the 
European supremacy and raised the standard of revolt 
France then abandoned her control, but England sent 
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an expedition to Kg)pt, which ultinniteh put down 
the revolt Arabi Pasha Wiis taken prisoner, and was 
aftcrwai^s exiled to Ceylon 

To the south ol Kg}pt la}' a pro\ nice, called the 
Sudan, mostly inhabited b} tile Arab tribes I'liesL 
Arab tribes, levolted against Kgypt in i8tS2 under .1 
religious lanatir, railed the Mahdi Tliey succeeded in 
destroying a large Egyptian <irm) General (joidon 
who was sent to withdraw the Egyptian garrisons troni 
the Sudan, was bnitalh murdered b\ the Sudanese 
For a lew years the |ilan ol reconquering Sudan had 
tobegnenup In 1898, , Sir Meibert Kitchener (a llei- 
wards Lord Kite hener) began his opciations against the 
Klialita, the Slid essor ol the Mahdi, and succeeded m 
reconciuei ing the Sudan after totalh destioimg the 
Sudanese arm) at the battle of Gmdunnan 

In Southern Alnta, Cape Colon) which was loimeil) 
settled by the Dutch, came into the possession ol Great 
Britain in i8o6 A lew ) cars alter, a huge nunibcr 9I 
enngiants were sent theie b) the Home Government 
In 1834, the Dutch Colonists, called the Boers, lelt C.ipc 
Cylony.and settled in \atal, the Orange Riiei free 
State and the Trans\ aal In 1843, Britain look \atal 

t 

fiom the Boers Taking .uUantage ol 

a quanel between the Boers and the 

/ulus or the nati\es of the 1 ransvaai m 1877, Biitain 

annexed the Transvaal State But in the wai that 

lollowed, the Trans^aal was restored to the Boers 

The (hscoveiy of gold and diamond mines m TransiaaJ 

attracted a large number of British and other emigrant'^ 
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to settle there. These British and other foreign 
residents of the Transvaal, who ^vere called the 
Llitlanders by the Boers, now claimed the hghts of 
citi/enship from the Transvaal Government. The 
British Government opened negotiations wnth that of 
the Transvaal to secure these rights for the Uitlanders 
The Boers, however, refused to lecognise the just 
demands of the Uitlanders, and declared war against 
England in 1899 The Boers then invaded Natal and 
part ol Cape Colony At the commencement of the 
war, the Boers succeeded in defeating the English in a 
series of operations In 1900, Lord Roberts and Lord 
Kitchener were sent out b) the British Government 
with a large army They compelled the Boer geneial, 
Cronje, to surrender, and relieved Lady-Smith, Kimberly 
and other places w Inch had been besieged by the Boers. 
The war was terminated by the annexation of the 
Transvaal and the Orange River State to the British 
Empire. 

Wars with China.— Three wars were lought with 
China, 111 consequence of disputes about the opium 
trade, and of cruel treatment of the Europeans • by t^he 
Chinese Government These wars resulted in the 
acquisition oi the island of Hongkong, the opening of 
a number of Chinese ports to British vessels, and 
the grant of some special privileges to British subjects 
resident in China. 

Canada and Australia. —In 1837, a revolt broke out 
m Canada, which was, however, soon suppressed. The 
loss ol the \merican colonies in the reign of George 111 
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has taught England a lesson. To prevent the existing 
British colonies m North America from severing their 
connection with the Mother Country, Canada and 
other British colonies in North America were united 
together under the name oi the Dominion of Canada, and 
a large measure of independence was given to the 
Colonists 111 the management of their internal affairs 
In 1901, all the British Colonies in Australia were 
likewise united under the title of the Commonwealth oJ 
Australia 

Matenal Progress in England during Queen Victo- 
ria's reign.— The \.ge of Victoria is noted for a great 
many scientific inventions and material improvements 
The opening of the Thames lunnel, the inauguration 
of electric and submarine telegraph, electric light and 
tramways, the extension of railroads and the intro- 
duction of the Penny Postage System, established easy 
means of communication and thereby facilitated trade 
and commerce. The passing of the Education Act of 
1870 provided for the moral and intellectual advance- 
ment of the English people Moreover, poets like 
'William Wordsworth, Robert Browm- 
ing, Alfred Tennyson and Matthew 
Arnold, novelists like George Eliot, 

Charles Dickens, Lord Lytton and William Thackera), 
historians like George Grote, Henry Hallam, Lord 
Macaulay and Thomas Carlyle, and philosophers like 
John Stuart Mill, Henry Fawcett, John Ruskin and 
Sir John Strachey enriched and adorned the English 
literature in the reign of Queen Victoria 
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Death of Queen Victoria, 1901 —Queen Victoria died 
at the good old age of eighty-two, after a glorious reign 
of si\ty-four years To commemorate 
itn^ndjubiiecs the fiftieth year of hei reign, the English 
people celebrated a Golden Jubilee in 
1887 fen years later a Diamond Jubilee was also 
celebrated on the completion of the siKtieth year of her 
reign On her death she was succeeded by her eldest 
son. Prince Ed^\ard 

Contemporaneous Indian Events —The long reign of 
Queen Victoria saw the wide extension of the British 
Empire m India When Queen Victoria ascended the 
throne of England, Lord Auckland was the Goa ernor- 
General of India 

III 1838, Lord Auckland was compelled to declare 
war against the Afghans, as their ruler, Dost Muhammad, 
treated the English en\ oy who w as sent to establish 
friendly relations betiveen the British Government and 
the Afghans, wnth contempt The English deposed Dost 
Muhammad, sent him as a state-pnsonei to Calcutta 
and set up anothei man, named Shah 
iur.t Afgi, ... Afghans dyl 

not like that the English would thrust 
a ruler on them, and so the} rose undei Akbar Khan, 
son of Dost Muhammad, into rebellion and murdered 
the whole British army on their march from Kabul to 
India Only one survivor, named Dr Brydon, came to 
inform the Governor-General of this disastrous event 
Shah Shuja also was murdered by the rebels Lord 
Ellenborough who succeeded Lord Auckland, sent a 
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fine army to retrieve Britii>h honour m Afghanistan, 
which b«cceeded in putting down the rebellion Lord 
Kllenborough also annexed Sind to the BombiO 
Presidency 

The admimstiatioii of Lord Hardinge I and Lord 
Dalhoiisie, wlio succeeded Lord lillenborough one after 
the other, were mainly occupied with 
w ars against the Sikhs The Sikhs w'ere Afiair-, 

originally a religious sect founded by Xanak towards the 
close of the fifteenth century They at first lived a 
peaceful life, but when the Muhammadans began to 
persecute them, they converted themselves into a 
military body to Lake revenge on their persecutors 
They began to give trouble to the Moguls aftei 
Aurang/eb’s death under then leader Banda who, 
howev^er, w as captured and executed w ith many of his 
followers m 1716 flic Sikhs then divided themselves 
into different bands called MisLs riiough thev 
'succeeded m lesistmg thur persecutors, they soon 
became disumted and often cained on w'ar with one 
.mother 1 he ditfeient Sikh bands or afterwards 

c'ame under the control of Ranjit Singh, “the Lion of 
the Punjab” Dining the administration of Lord Minto, 
treaty was concluded between the English and Ranjil, 
by which the river Siitle/ became the boundary between 
the English and the Sikh States. Ranjit remained tiiie 
to the treaty till Ins death in 1839. After his death, 
the Sikhs grew too tioublesome to be kept under 
control To get rid of them, the Queen Mother, the 
regent of the infant son of Ranjit, ordered the Sikh 



174 


THE INDIAN BOYS* 


army to cross the Sutle? and attack the British 
territories. The first Sikh war accordingly broko out in 
1845, which resulted in the annexation of the Jalandhar 
Doab by the English, in the recognition of Kashmir 
The two Sikh an independent kingdom, and in 

placing the boy Maharaja, Dulip Singh, 
under the control of the English In 1848. the Sikhs 
under Mulraj, governor of Multan, revolted against the 
English and the boy Maharaja. The Sikli general, Slier 
Singh, who had been sent to quell the disturbance, 
deserted with his army to the rebels At the instiga- 
tion of the Queen Mother, *the whole Punjab rose 
against the English The Sikhs were, however, 
completely defeated at the battle of Gujrat, and the 
Punjab ivas annexed to the British dominions 111 1849 
Lord Dalhousie also annexed Pegu as the result of 
the Second Burmese War. To secure good rule to the 
The “Doctrine govcmed, Dalliousie adopted the policy 
of Lipsc of "Doctrine of Lapse,” and annexed 
Satara, Jhaiisi and Nagpur, setting aside the claims of 
the adopted sons of the rulers of those States He also 
rejected the claim of Nana Saheb to the pension ol 
Baji Rao II , his adoptne father The administration 
of Dalhousie was also noted for the material and 
intellectual advancement of the country. Railw'ays, 
Telegraph and the cheap Postage System were first 
introduced into this country in his time In 1854, the 
Court of Directors sent the celebrated Despatch on 
Education, which afterwards led to the establishment 
of Universities in the three Presidency towns of 
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Calcutta, Madras and Bomba}, Lord Dallioiissie left 
India in *1856 

The administration of Lord Canning, the successor 
of Lord Dalhoiisie, wa*' memorable for the Sepoy 
Mutiny Lord Dalhotisic*'' policy of Doctrine of Lapse 
unsettled the minds ot the Indian princes and the 
people alike A rumour uas now spread that the Coni- 
pan\*s rule would come to an end m 1857 Another 
rumour of a serious nature was also atloat that the 
caitridges of the new rifles which were being introduced 
among the natne troops, ^ were greased tj., supcx Muum 
with the fats o1 pigs and cows in order 
to defile the religions of both the Hindus and the 
Mussalmans The Bengal Sepoys hist of all mutinied 
against the authority of the British Raj Then the 
Sepoys of Meerut lose ,111 lebellion, massacred all the 
Euiopeans w hoin they got hold of, and then marched 
towards Delhi to join the nuitineers there, who had 
ill ready hailed Bahadur Shah, the titulai Mogul Emperor, 
giandson of Shah Alam II ,*as their king The Mutiny 
soon spread like a wild fire o^er the whole of India The 
Sepoys of Cawmpore mutinied under Nana Saheb, those 
of Oudh and Rohilkhund under the Begums of Oudh 
and many Talukdai'i, while the Sepojs of Central India 
rose under Rani of Jhansi and Tantia Topi, a shrewd 
Mahratta Brahmin The English w'cre, howe\er, equal 
to the occasion The} succeeded in putting down the 
risings m the difTerentrpioiinces without much dilliculty 
As a result of the Sepoy Mutiny, India passed from the 
hands of the English East India Company to those of 
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the C^o\^ 11 in the person ot Queen Victoria, the assuinp- 
, ^ , tion of whose sovereignty was announced 

I'roiiamiiitin to the people of this country on the 
1st Xovember, 185B, by a Proclamation 
The J’roclamation detlared that the Queen would 
govern this country thiough the Secretary of State lor 
India and the Governor-General w ho should hencelorth 
be known by the additional title of Viieroy or the 
representative ol the sovereign It furthei declared the 
principles ol British rule to be adopted by the (}iieen in 
governing this country 

Loid Canning accordingly betamc tlie first Vhceio). 
In his Vhceiovalty tlie High Courts were established <it 
the Presidency towns Gf the several Viceroys that 
succeeded Canning, we must mention the names ol 
Lord Northbrook, Loid Lytton, Lord Ripon, Lord 
Duheriii and Lord Cur/on During the 

1 In Vinrcn s i i xt . , , 

vicerovalty ol J^ord Aorthbrook, 
Itmperor Ldwaid VII who was then Pi nice of W.ilus, 
visited this country live Indians showed their heaitlelt 
loyalty to their future Kmperor fhe tidmimstration ol 

if 

Lord Lytton saw the annexation ol Beluchistan to 

sicinii iii.i iiiird British India, as the result ol the Second 
vfjThjn w ir*. \fghan Wai Shortly aftei this the 
British Resident at Cabul was assassinated, and the third 
Afghan War broke out, which was, hovvevei, brought to 
A successful end by Lord Ripon Lord Ripon w as a 
liberal iiiler, and he introduced the system of Self- 
Government, and repealed the \'ernacular Press Act by 
which his predecessor. Lord Lytton, had imposed certain 
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restrictions on the vernacular journals. The Viceroyalty 
of Lorda Duffenn is memorable for the annevation of 
Burma to British India. Lord Duffenn celebrated 
the Golden Jubilee of the Queen m 1887 to comme- 
morate the completion of the fiftieth year of her 
reign Lord Cur/on appointed a University Commission 
which resulted in the passing of the Universities 
Vet of 1904, which enabled the Indian Universities 
to introduce the new system of imnarting education 
to the Indian boys and youths It was m the 
Viceroyalty of Lord Cur/on that the beloved Queen 
died on January 22, 1901,10 the utmost regret of her 
Indian subjects 


12 
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CHAPTER XIII 

England under the House of Saze-Gohurg or Windsor 

1 EdwardV 11 (1901-1910). — Albert Edward, the 
eldest son of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert of Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha, succeeded his mother at the good old 
age of sixty, under the title of Edward VII , on 
January, 22, 1901 With the accession of Edward VII 
to the throne of England, the House of Hanover or 
Brunswick came to an end in the direct male line The 
new dynasty to which Edward belongs was known, 
until the outbreak of the Great European War, as the 
il)masty of Saxe-Coburg, for his father bad been the 
Prince of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, a small duchy m the 
German Empire .A.fter the outbreak of the Great 
European War, the name of the dynasty 
has been changed to “House of Windsor' , 
in order to get rid of the German 
association, Windsor being the name of an English loyal 
residence fiointhe time of William the Conqueror 

The reign of Edward VH lasted for only nine years. 
Hi's coronation which had been fixed for June, 26, 1902, 
had to be postponed for nearly a month and a half in 
consequence of his sudden and serious illness On 
November, i, 1902, the king assumed the 
amended title, ** Edward VII ^ by the nelTu^e^ 
Grace of God^ of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland^ and of tht BritiUi 
Dominions beyond ttie Seas, King, Defender of Faith, 
Emperor of India'.' 
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Edward VII. was a very popular king, and was 
widely kno\Mi for his good nature, genial temper and 
kindness of heart He had a thorough 

His character , , , r 1 - 

knowledge of every part of his vast 
Empire, for, during the life-time of his mother, he 
visited India and several colonial states owing allegiance 
to England He also used to pay friendly visits to the 
rulers of other European countries. 

Edward won the title of “the Peace-Maker of the 
World," as he v^orked hard till the end of his life not 
only to establish amicable relations of 
Peace^M^^er Britain With foreign powers, but also to 
promote the general peace of the world. 
It was he who successfully brought the Boer War which 
had still been dragging on, to an end by the Peace of 
Vereeniging in 1902, by which the two Boer Republics 
came under the British Crown. In 1904, an Anglo- 
French Agreement was signed, by which France re- 
cognised the British occupation of Egypt, and the 
boundary disputes betv^een the two nations in the 
different parts of the world were settled. In 
1905, a Treaty of Alliance was made between England 
and Japan to secure peace m Eastern Asia and in India 
In 1907, a friendly understanding between England 
ind Russia was also arrived at over certain questions 
relating to Persia and Afghanistan. 

Ministere of Edward VII.— When Edward came to 
the throne. Lord Salisbury, the Leader of the Conserva- 
tive or Unionist Party, was the Prime Minister. In 
1902, he resigned oflice, and was succeeded by Mr. 
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Arthur Balfour, a nephew of Lord Salisbury In 
Liberal Party gained power with Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman as Prime Minister. On 
the death of Sir Henry in 1908, Mr. Asquith became the 
Liberal Leader and Prime Minister Mr Lloyd George, 
the present Pnme Minister, became Chancellor of the 
Exchequer m the Asquith Ministiy'. 

South Afhcan Settlement — The Peace of Vereenig- 
ing, among other things, provided that Self-government 
should be given to the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colonies as early as possible In 1906, Self-government 
was granted to the Transvaal. In the following year, 
the privilege was extended to the Orange 
River State In 1909, Mr Asquith Sori? Africa 
passed the South Africa Act which 
enabled Cape Colony, Natal, the Transvaal and the 
Orange River State to unite themselves under the title 
of United South Africa In 1910, the first Union 
Parliament was opened at Capetown by the king’s 
brother, the Duke of Connouglit 

Home Qovemiaent of Edward VII —The most 
important measure passed in the reign of 
Edward VII. was the Old Age Pensions Pem^nsAcr 
Act of 1908, which granted a pension of 
five shillings a week to every person in the British Isles, 
that was over seventy years of age and had no money 
The passing of this beneficent piece of legislation led to 
the increase of the national expenditure 

Dunng the administration of Mr. Balfour, Mr 
Joseph Chamberlain, the Colonial Secretary, urged the 
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abolition of Free Trade and advocated the System of 
Protection m a modified form, better known as tbe Tariff 
Reform. Duties were to be levied on all foreign imports, 
except raw materials, but some preference should be 
given to the Colonies in their commerce 
Tanff*Reform Great Britain. Chamberlain believed 

that the imposition of import duties 
would favour the growth of British industry and agri- 
culture, while his Colonial Preference would bind the 
Colonies closer to the Mother Country. Chamberlain 
soon succeeded m getting several supporters of his 
policy, but he met with veheiAent opposition from the 
Liberals who stood by the system of Free Trade, and 
contended that a tax on imports would increase the cost 
of living The fierce controversy over the Tariff 
Question led to the fall of the Balfour Ministry. 

The short reign of Edward was also memorable for 
the organisation of a large Labour Party 
and of the Suffragette Movement 
Before the year 1906, only a few 
members who undertook to represent Labour, had seats 
in the Parliament. But a new feature in the Parlid- 
nientary election of 1906 was the return of a distinct 
and considerable Labour Party, pledged to support a 
policy of Social Reform. Some of the eminent English 
women demanded admission into the 
British Parliament along with the right 
of voting at the time of general elections. 
Their appearance at public meetings and in certain 
public places gave rise to many scenes of disorder. 
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The reign was also noteworthy for the fierce politi- 
cal contjoversy between the Liberal Ministrj’^ of King 
Edward and the House of Lords. In 
1909, Mr. Lloyd George, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, introduced his famous 
Budget by which he pioposed to raise a greater 
amount of taxes from the rich than they had formerly 
paid The House of Lords not only rejected the Budget 
but also claimed the right to refer the question to the 
electors The Parliament was consequently dissolved, 
and a General Election was held in 1910 The result ol 
the Election was the retuin of more Liberal members 
than Unionists When the new Parliament met, the 


House of Lords \ias forced to accept the Budget ol 
1909 Meanwhile the Liberals earned certain resolutions 
through the House of Commons, called 
the Veto Resolutions, which declared ^esobnons 
that the House ol Lords had no right of 
interference in matters of taxation, and that their right 
of \eto or power to stop laws should be limited to a 
t ertam extent. The dispute over the resolutions was, 
libwe\ er, put a stop to, for the time being, by the sudden 
death of the King, which took place on May, 6, 1910. 

Matenai ProgresB under Edward VII.— Under 


lidviard VII Great Britain made wonderful progress 
His short reign is remarkable for many great scientific 
inventions. In this reign, Marconi, an ingenious 
Italian, invented an appaiatus by which wuciess 
he succeeded in sending wireless mes- Tticgraphy. 
sages. The British Government at once secured his 
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services for establishing wireless stations at different 
points throughout the British Empire 

In 1900, Count Zeppelin, a German General, built 
an air-ship by which one can easily navigate from 


Acrophncb 


one place to another through air As the 
Germans looked forward to its being ol 


enormous service in war times, England lost no time in 
making progress in Aerial Navigation, both for military 
and naval operations 

Telephone, an instrument tor producing sound at a 
distance, which was first invented by 

Telephone ^ n t , 

Graham Bell in 1876, came into general 
use throughout England during this reign 

Motor industry, too, developed to a great extent 
in this reign. There w'as a remarkable increase m 
the number ot motor-cars and motor- 
l^ccn,rTramwais Vehicles used for general, business and 
militar}' purposes, while the electric 
railvv ays and tramvv ays, above ground and underground, 
multiplied to an enormous extent. They hav e all made 
it easier, quicker and cheaper to carry passengers and 
goods from one place to another. ' 


Contemporaneous Indian Events — During the 
short reign of Edward VII., tw^o able Vicero)s 
administered the Indian dominions It has been said 


before that Queen Victona died w'hen Lord Curzori 
was the Viceroy of India. He remained in office till he 
resigned in 1905. On the 1st January, 1903, he held a 
grand Durbar at Delhi, in vv'hich Edward VII. was 
proclaimed Emperor of India. To strengthen the 
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North-West frontier of India, he created a new province, 
called the North-Western Frontier Province In 1905, 
he carried out a Partition of Bengal, which caused 
wide-spread discontent among the Bengali-speaking 
population In the viceroyalty of Lord Minto II , 
the successor ot Lord Curzon, the Seditious Meetings 
Act and the Press Act were passed, which enabled 
the Government to face the troubles created by the 
Partition of Bengal 

2. George V (1910— ) — Kd ward VII was succeeded 
by King George V., our present Sovereign. King 
George IS the second son of Edward VII He w'as 
forty-five years old w hen he came to the throne 

In 1877, His Majesty entered the Navy and ser^'ed 
in various naval capacities till 1891 In 1892, he, on 
the death of his elder brother, became heir to the 
throne and took his seat in the House of Lords as Duke 
of York. In 1893, His Majesty was 
married to Princess Victona Mary of anlichlracier 
Teck On the death of Qtieen Victoria 
m 1901, he succeeded his father as Duke of Coinwall, 
afld, shortly after, started on a tour to several colonies, 
visiting among other places, Australia, New Zealand, 
Cape Colony and the Dominion of Canada During 
his tour abroad, he opened m person, as representative 
of King Edward VII , the first Federated Parliament of 
the newly created Commonw ealth of Australia, formed 
by the union of the five Australian Colonies and 
the island of Tasmania On his return to England, he 
w as given the title of Prince of Wales In 1905, he. 
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With the Princess, honoured India with his august 
presence. . 

George V. is a frank, brave and capable ruler 
Moreover, he is highl)’^ popular witli his subjects. 

Imperial Viaite — A few weeks after his accession 
to the throne, His Majesty, accompanied by the Queen 
and royal children, visited Scotland, Ireland and Wales 
On November, II, 19 ii. Their Majesties left England 
for their second visit to India, On December, 12, 
1911, an Imperial Durbar was held at Delhi amid 
scenes of unparallelled splelidour and magnificence, 
where His Majesty received in person the homage and 
allegiance of the Indian Princes and people After the 
Durbar at Delhi, when His Majesty was pleased to visit 
Calcutta, the local University presented an Address ot 
Welcome to him In reply, His Majesty said : 

“Slv ycaris ago I i^ent from England to India a 
message of sympathy. To-day in India I give to 
India the watchword of hope. On every side I tt ace 
the signs and stirrings of nexo life Education has 
given you hope ; and through better and higher educh- 
tionyoH will build up higher and better hopes. It is my 
wish that there may be spread over the land a net-work 
of Schools and Colleges^ from which will go forth 
manly and useful citizens^ able to hold their own in 
industries and agriculture and all the vocations in life. 
And it IS my wish, too, that the homes of my Indian 
Subjects may be brightened and their labour sweetened 
ify the spread of knowledge with all that follows in its 
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The Imperial Durbar at Delhi 
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train^ a higher level of thought, of comfort, and oj 
health. ^Il is through ediuation that my wish mill oe 
fulfilled, and the cause of education in India will ever 
be very close to my heart ” On the e\e of his departure 
from India, His Majesty wrote to his Prune Minister, 
‘^Not only in Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta, but in every 
other part of the Country where the Qiuen and I have 
been, all classes, laus, and cieeds have united in receiv- 
ing ns 'With unmistakable signs of enthusiasm and 
affection'. On February 4, 1912, Their M.ijesties 
returned to England. 

Ministers of George V —When George V came to 
the throne, Mr Asquith, the leader of ^ 
the Liberal Party, was the Prime M)iiistry of Mr 
Munster After the outbreak of the 
Great European War, Mr Asquith, in deference to 
public opinion M^iich had grown anxious ^ oaimon 
for the control of munitions, formed a Mmistiy, 1915 
Coalition Ministry 111 May, 1915 The 
New Ministry provided for the admission of eight 
Unionists and one representative of the Labour Party 
to the Cabinet A special feature ol the Coalition 
Government was the establishment of a new Ministry 
of Munitions Mr. Lloyd George who had been the 
Chancellor of the Exchequci in the Liberal Ministry, 
now became the Minister of Munitions The Coalition 
Government of Mr. Asquith, which, however, failed 
to prosecute the war with sufficient vigour, came to an 
end m December, 1916. After the resignation of Mr. 
Asquith, the King asked Mr. Lloyd George who is one 
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of the most active Liberal politicians of the day, to form 
a ministry. The new Ministry” of MV. 
SniSjJofMr Lloyd George, kno^^ n as the National 

Ministry, also secured the support of 
the Unionists and the adhesion of the 
Labour Party. A special feature of the National 
Ministry was the introduction of a small War Cabinet 
for the vigorous and successful prosecution of the war 
Home Government of George V —The first important 
act passed in the reign of George V is 
Aci, the Parliament Act of 191 by which all 

Money Bills, it not passed b)' the House 
of Lords without amendment, and other Public Bills, if 
passed by the House of Commons in three successive 
sessions and rejected each time by the House of Lords, 
shall become law without their concurrence, provided 
the royal assent is signified The Act'also limited the 
maximum duration of Parliament to five years instead 
of seven I n the same year Mi Llo) d George intro- 
duced the famous National Insurance Bill ^\ Inch, after 
a strong opposition, became law The Act provides 
tor compulsory insurance against loss of health and 
unemployment by all workers of either sex in the British 
Isles, with certain exceptions, between the ages of 
, sixteen and seventy, and w hose v, ages 

Insurance Act, do not amount to more than £160 a 
year, on a small weekly contribution 
from their pay. The benefits include free medical 
treatment and payments during sickness, disablement 
and unemployment for a limited number of yeeks per 
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year. In 1914, after the outbreak of the Great European 
War, tjie Defence of the Realm Act The Defence of 
was passed, which empowered the Act, 1914 

King in Council to make regulations during the war 
for the defence of the realm. 

The life of the Parliament, ^\hich would have 
expired in 1915, was extended by successive enabling 
Acts from five years to eight A few' days t before the 
dissolution of the Parliament, w'hich took place on 
November, 25, 1918, an Act, known as the 
Women Members of Parliament Act, w'as Memb^KnT 
passed rapidly and without opposition ^^1*^1918^ 
through both the Houses of Parliament 
It secured to women of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland the same opportunity ot entering 
Parliament as is afforded to men. 

The Ineh Affairs — We have seen that Ireland 
has never been content wnth English rule For the 
last fifty years the majority of the Irish people are 
demanding Home Rule for Ireland, that is, they w'ant 
to establish a Parliament in Dublin to manage their ■ 
own affairs. To satisfy their demands, Mr. Gladstone, 
the far-famed Prime Minister of Oueen Victoria, tw'ice 
attempted to carry the Home Rule Bill through the 
Parliament, but failed owing to a strong opposition of 
the Unionist Party, w'hich, hovrever, governed the 
country till 1905, w'hen the Liberals came back to office 
mainly through the support of the Irish Nationalist 
and Labour Parties. As 'Home Rule for Ireland' is a part 
of the Liberal programme, Mr. Asquith, the Li&eral 
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Prime Minister of George V , introduced the Irish Home 
Rule Bill in the House of Commons on April 1912, 
which provided for the establishment of a Parliament at 
Dublin with an Executive responsible to it During the 
Parliamentary session of 1913, the House of Commons 
had twice passed and the House of Lords had twice 
rejected the Bill In 1914, the Bill was again brought 
in and passed by the House of Commons According to 
the provisions of the Parliament Act, the Royal Assent 
was then given on September, 18, 1914, to the Irish 
Home Rule Bill By a Suspensory Act, passed by 
both the Houses on the samh date, the operation of 
the Home Rule Act has been suspended until the 
termination of the Great European War or until such 
further date as may be fixed by Orders in Council. 
In April, 1916, <i section of the Irish people, being 
secretly helped by Germany, broke into a serious 
revolt, but it was easily put down by the British 
Government 

The Great European War, 1914-1910 — The reign 
of George V. saw the outbreak and the termination of 
the greatest war that the vv orld has ever seen. Nev^ei' 
before in the history of the world has war forced into 
arms so many nations and races of mankind. Bew’ 
other wars in the history of the ivorld have been fought 
on such an elaborate scale. 

Since the Franco-Prussian War which had deprived 
France of her two beautiful provinces of Alsace and 
Lorraine, Germany had been cherishing the grand idea 
of founding a world-w'ide empire for herself With this 
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object in view she had been, for many years, making 
secret preparations on a gigantic scale and looking for 
an opportunity to strike a decisn e blo^\ against the 
neighbouring rival states This opportunity, how ever, 
presented itself when, on the 28th of 
June, 1914, the Crown Prince of Austria 
was assassinated at Serajevo, in Bosnia, 
by a young Servian who was a subject of Austna 
Austria, an ally of Germany, made this murder a pre- 
text for invading the little kingdom of Servia Russia 
now came forw'ard to defend Serv la and declared w ar 
against Austria France’ bound bv a previous treat} 
to assist Russia, also declared war against Austria, 
whereupon Germany declared war against Russia and 
and France, and seized the little neutral kingdom of 
Luxemburg Germany then called upon Belgium, another 
neutral country, to allow German troops to pass through 
her, m order to be able to deliver a sudden attack on 
France She also announced her intention that she 
would recompense Belgium for this neighbourly con- 
cession Belgium, however, refused to sacrifice her 
hbnour and her sov ereign rights On the 4th August, 
1914, the German army crossed the Belgian frontier 
and invaded the country It w'as because Germany 
had viohited the neutraliuy of Belgium that Great Britain 
took up arms against Germany ‘in defence of human 
freedom and the rights of small nations^ Shortly 
after the outbreak of the war, Germany succeeded m 
dragging Turkey on her side, prompted by ‘the 
hope that she might cause thereby the maximum 
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embarrassment in the East to her chief enemy, Great 
Britain’ , 

In England, the direction of the war was first 
entrusted to Lord Kitchener who had already won a 
name in Egypt, India and South-Africa as an able 
soldier and good administrator. In June 1916, Lord 
Kitchener was drowned while on his way to Russia 
After his death the direction of the war was entrusted 
temporarily to Mr Asquith. It was soon transferred 
to a small War Cabinet with Mr Lloyd George at its 
head. At the commencement of the war. Sir John 
French was sent out with a large British 
The English^ army to ward oft the German advances 
Vdmirais m Belgium and France. At the same time 
the British Grand Fleet was placed under 
the command of Admiral Sir John Jellico and Vice- 
Admiral Sir David Beatty. In 1915, Sir John French 
retired from the field, and was succeeded by Sir 
Douglas Haig. 

In France, General Joftre was at the outset appoint- 
ed Commander-in-chief of the French armies in the 
field. In 1916, General Nivelle succeeded Marshal 
Joftre in the field In 1917, Nivelle retired from the field 
and was succeeded by General Petain. In 
March 1918, the famous French General, 
named Marshal Foch, became the 
Commander-in-chief of the Allied troops on the Western 
Front, and it was his wonderful genius and masterly 
strategy that brought the war to such a speedy and 
victorious termination. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


*93 


During 1914, the first year ot the war, Germany 
overran the kingdom of Belgium, destroyed a large 
number of her beautiful and historic 
buildings, laid waste several towns 
and villages, and committed terrible 
atrocities on the Belgian civil population. The 
German army then entered the French 
territory and advanced within ten miles 
of Pans, but it \v as severely defeated on 
the banks of the Marne by the combined British and 
French army. After this*defeat the Germans began to 
retire, crossed the river Aisne, and picked up a strong 
position on its north bank. Then began what is known 
as the trench war/are. On both sides numerous trenches 
were dug, where they settled down during winter. 

On the Eastern Front, Russia invaded East 
Prussia and captured some small Prus- TheEistem 
Sian towns. The Russian forces were, 
however, defeated with great loss by the German 
General Hindenburg at the battle of Tannenberg. 
Sliortly after this, the Germans invaded Russian 
Poland and advanced upon Warsaw, its capital. 
Meanwhile, the Russians entered Galicia, defeated the 
Austrians m every engagement and reached the crest 
of the Carpathians The two expeditions that were sent 
by Austria to punish the kingdom of Servia, were also 
driven out with immense loss. 

At the commencement of the war with Turkey, 
Great Britain landed a strong detachment of British 
troops m the Gallipoli Peninsula, and sent a successful 

13 
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expedition to Mesopotamia. Egypt, too, threw off the 
nominal allegiance to Turkey, and was declared a'Bntish 
Protectorate. The Khedive was deposed, and Prince 
Hussein succeeded the Ex-Khedive with the title of 
Sultan. 

During the first year of the war, the Allied forces 
captured the German colonies of 
Coionies^^™^" Togoland in Africa, the Samoan and 
Solomon Islands and the Bismarck 
Archipelago lying m the Pacific Ocean. Japan which 
also declared war against Germany, captured the 
port ot Kiau-Chau in China, which had been in 
German possession since 1 897. 

The first year of the w ar 1^ also memorable for the 
„ great naval battle off the Falkland Isles, 

The battle off . , t i i i i 

the Falkland HI wliich a British squadron attacked and 
totally crushed a German squadron. 
It shattered the German hopes of carrying a successful 
war on British commerce by raiding cruisers. One of 
these cruisers, the Eftiden, which escaped from Kiau- 
Chau, sank some British ships in the Indian Ocean and 
bombarded the coast of Madras, but it was afteri\ ards 


caught by an Australian cruiser, named the Sydney. 

During 1915, the second year of the war, the 
Germans gained no notable success on the Western 


The Western 
hront 


Front. By the use of Asphyxiating 
gases they inflicted some insignificant 


defeats on the Allied forces. In 


Artois and Champagne, the British and the French 
attacked the German position, took many thousands of 
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prisoners and gained some ground. In this year, the 
German •Airships and Zeppelins made a raid on London, 
Yarmouth, King's Lynn and other Norfolk villages, as 
■well as on Pans, and threw bombs on the civil popu- 
lation. In Belgium, Nurse Edith Cavell, "the Florence 
Nightingale of Belgium”, was shot by order of the 
German Court-martial, for harbouring fugitive British, 
French and Belgian soldiers In the beginning of this 
year, the British patiolhng squadron under Vice-Admiial 
Sir David Beatty intercepted a German 
squadron consisting of four battle-cruisers, the Dogger 

and pursued the enemy to \\ ithin seventy 
miles of Heligoland. One of the German cruisers ^^as 
sunk, and t\\ o others ere seriously damaged. 

On the Eastern Front, the Russians, at the beginning 
of the 3'ear, \\ ere at the height of their offensive. The 
Austrians appeared to be almost beaten. 

But a few months later, the Austrian 
forces, reorganised by the Germans, not 
only compelled the Russians to w ithdraw from all their 
conquests in Galicia, but also entered the Russian •■oil. 
Meanwhile, tw'o German armies, one under Von 
Hmdenburg and the second under Von Mackensen, 
began to converge on Warsaw' which, however, soon 
fell into their hands After the fall of Warsaw’, the 


Germans advanced a hundred miles beyond the city, but, 
w ith the approach of w inter, they had to cease their 
operations for the time being. 

The Austrians under the guidance of German 
generals sent a third expedition against Servia. This 
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time the little kingdom w as almost reduced. In the 
meantime, Bulgaria entered into the war as thfc partner 
of Germany, Austria and Turkey, and attacked Servia 
from the south. Just at this time, a division of the 
Allied troops landed at Salonika, m Greece, to help the 
Servians The Bulgarians committed horrible atrocities 
on the civil population of Servia, and the sufferings of 
the people knew no bounds 

We ha^e seen that an expedition was sent to 
Mesopotamia by the India Government m the first 
year of the war, Inch took B^^sra, a town on the head 
of the Persian Gulf In the beginning of 191 5, the 
Bntish and Indian troops gained a senes of \ ictories 
and advanced within sight of Bagdad, but to^^a^ds the 
close of the year, the British aiid the Indian troops had 
to retreat to Kut-el-Amara, w here they \\ ere closely 
besieged by the Turks 

A Franco-Bntish fleet ^\as sent in the beginning 
of the year 1915, Inch bombarded the Dardanelles 
forts, and an Allied force under the command of 
Sir Ivan Hamilton effected landings on both sides ^of 
the Dardanelles 

Another notable event in the second year of the 
"lA'ar, was the entry of Italy by formal declaration of 
hostilities against Austria, Germany, Turkey and 
Bulgaria The Italians attacked the Austrians both 
in the Trentino and on the eastern frontier towards 
Triestei When Bulgaria declared ^^a^ against Servia, 
Italy prepared herself for joint action with France and 
Great Britain m Servia 
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During the second year of the ar, the German 
colony of South West Africa was captured by the 
British 

During 1916, the tide of success in the Great 
War definitely ebbed from the side of 
Germany and flowed m favour of the and the 
Allies In the early part of the 
)'ear, the Germans, on the Western Front, launched 
their great and costly offensive against Verdun, but 
could not take it Then began the great Franco-British 
offensive on both banks of the Somme, w'here the 
British and the French, with stubborn courage, defeat- 
ed the enemy and took a number of their fortifications. 
On the Southern Front, the Austrians pushed aggressively 
down into the Trentmo and wrested some cities 
from Italy Towards the middle of the year, the 
German High Sea Fleet wms brought to an engagement 
with the British Fleet off the Jutland Bank, near the 
coast of Denmark, which confirmed the British com- 
mand of the North Sea 

On the Eastern Front, the Russians advanced once 
jijore against the Austrians, but they 
were again defeated with great slaughter, 

In Asia Minor, the Russians gamed 
some success against Tuikey. In Servia, the Bulganan 
and the Austrian advance had not only forced 
the remnant of the Serv lan army through Albania to the 
coast, but had driven the British and the French Relief 
Forces, based on Salonika, back over the Greek frontier 
and obliged them to take up there purely a defensive 
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attitude for many months But towards the close of 
the year, the British and the French Relief Forces 
enabled the Serv lans to retake Monastir. 

The year 1916 saw the addition of Rumania as a 
fresh and active adherent of the Allies and the 
formal declaration of war by Germany on Portugal 

In this )'ear Turkey gained some success against 
the Allied forces in the Gallipoli Peninsula In 
Mesopotamia, the besieged British and Indian forces 
under General Townshend, at Kut-el-Amara, had to 

surrender to the Turks. 

« 

In February 1917, Germany presented a note to all 
the neutral countries declaiing her intention to sink at 
sight any merchant or passenger vessel trading with 
British ports. This proud note created intense indigna- 
tion in America She now severed all diplomatic 
relations ith Germany and declared \\ ar on her All 
along the Western Front, there were severe fightings, 
and the British and the French gained important forti- 
fications. The difficult and complex situation on the 
Eastern Front, was cleared up to a certain extent by 
the declaration of war made by Greece against Bulgana 
and Germany But, in the meantime, a revolution broke 
out m Russia. Tsar Nicholas II. was deposed, and a 
provisional go^ eminent was set up there. Russia, thus 
weakened by internal revolution, signed a humiliating- 
treaty with Germany The signing of peace between 
Russia and Germany left Rumania completely isolated 
and helpless She, too, signed a treaty and withdrew 
from the war. 
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The collapse of Russia and Rumania enabled 
Germany to despatch millions of her troops that had so 
long fleen engaged on the Eastern Front to the West. 
She now put forth all her strength to capture Paris and 
to force her way to Calais before America could land her 
troops in France 

In 1918, the Germans once again, as in 1914, were 
within a few miles of Pans which was daily bombarded 
for a considerable period by long-range guns Nearly 
all the Allied gams achieved on the banks of the 
Somme were lost The American troops, however, 
landed in France just nn the nick of time. 

From the commencement of the Great War the 
Allies maintained a unity of purpose, but they lacked a 
unity of command The Allied reverses in the early 
part of the war, are partly due to this divided command. 
The Allies, how ever, now' acted w'lsely in placing their 
respective armies at the direction and disposition of 
the veteran French General, Marshal Foch Guided 
by his genius and masterly strategy, the Allied armies 
not only succeeded in hurling the Germans back, but 
before they could recover from the blow, the Allies 
struck them again and again and compelled them to 
retire. 

While the German armies w'ere staggering under 
these rapid blows on the Western Front, troubles broke 
out in other directions In September, 1918, the Allied 
forces on the Salonika Front attacked the German and 
Bulgarian armies with such vehemence, that Bulgaria 
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was forced to surrender unconditionally a fortnight 
•later. 

Turkey which had been fighting for the lafet four 
years the battles of Germany in Egypt, the Gallipoli 
Peninsula, Armenia, and Mesopotamia, now being 
defeated by the British in Palestine and Mesopotamia, 
and cut off by the surrender of Bulgaria from Germany, 
also surrendered to the Allies on October 31st, 1918, and 
three days later, her example was followed by Austria 
which had recently sustained a crushing defeat at the 
hands of Italy. Germany, thus deserted by all her part- 
ners m the war, had no othef course open but to 
surrender to the Allies by an armistice signed on 
November, n, 1918. After the unconditional surrender 
of Germany a revolution broke out there , the Kaiser 
was deposed, and a Republic proclaimed. The Emperor 
of Austria, too, abdicated the throne, and a Republic 
was set up there. 

The treaty of Versailles which brought the Great 
European War to an end, was signed on June, 28th, 
1919. 

The following is a summary of the Peace Treaty : — 

“A League of Nations will be established with its 
seat at Geneva. Apparently nothing is stated as regards 
Germany’s membership, but any State, Dominion or 
Colony may be admitted with the consent of two-thirds 
of the Assembly of the League. The members are 
pledged to submit matters of dispute to arbitration, and 
a Permanent Court of International Justice will be 
established.” 
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“Under the Section dealing with Germany’s new 
boundaries, it is provided that the Franco-German 
boundarjr will be as in July, i?70, ■while addition- 
ally, provision is made for the cession to France of full 
owmership of the coal mines m the Saar Basin. Alsace- 
Lorraine will be ceded to France free of all responsi- 
bilities for German debt and payment for German 
buildings, etc. To Belgium Germany wnll cede Eupen 
and Malmedy. Lu’^emburg ceases to be a member 
of the German Zollverem or Customs Union. On the 
east bank of the Rhine, Geimany may maintain no 
fortifications or armed forces w ithin fifty kilometres of 
the river. The w'holc of the west bank of the Rhine, 
as w'^ell as the bridgeheads, remains temporarily m the 
hands of the Allies as security for the fulfilment of the 
provisions of the treaty Evacuation of that territory 
will be completed in fifteen years provided all proceeds 
smoothly. The territory to be ceded to Denmark wnll 
be settled later on The fortifications of Heligoland 
w ill be destroyed at German expense. On the east, 
Germany cedes Posen to Poland, and Dantzig 
becomes a free city, the fair treatment of the Poles 
being assured by a High Commissioner and Internation- 
al Commission.” 

“Outside Europe, Germany renounces all rights, titles 
and privileges alike in territory formerly her own and 
in the territory of the Allied and Associated Pow ers to 
those Fow'ers collectively and undertakes to accept the 
arrangements they may devise. In China, she forfeits 
all interest in the Boxer indemnities and her Port 
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concessions In Morocco, she forfeits all privileges- 
resulting from the Algeciras and other conventions. 
In West Africa, she indemnifies France for th^ wrongs 
and extortions of the years which preceded the 
war." 

“Under the Military and Naval Section, Germany’s 
land effectives are limited to 100,000 and her Navy 
to a small fleet of 18 vessels of different types. No 
Submarines are included, and similarly Germany will 
not be allowed to maintain an Air Force after October, 
1919.” 

“Under the heading of » reparation and restitution, 
Germany is compelled 'to accept the responsibility for 
causing all the loss and damage* which the Allies and 
their subjects have suffered, but the Allies ‘recognise 
that the resources of Germany are not adequate to 
make complete reparation ’ Compensation will be 
paid, howe\ er, to civilians under seven comprehensive 
heads and 111 addition, Germany, w ill at once pay all 
Belgium's war borrowings from the Allies and, v\ ithin 
two years, will pay to the Allies one thousand million 
pounds sterling in either gold, goods, ships or otjier 
specific forms of payment Further, an Inter-Allied 
Reparation Commission will inform Germany not 
later than May i, 1921, of her total obligation to 
pay." 

“The Allies will publicly arraign the Kaiser in 
London before an International Court of Judges for a 
supreme offence against international morality and the 
sanctity of treaties " 
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Contemporaneous Indian Events.— The administra- 
tion of Lord Hardinge II who succeeded Lord Minto in 
1910, will ever be remembered for the advent in person 
of Their Most Gracious Majesties, the King-Emperor 
George V. and the Queen-Empress Mary, m India A 
magnificent Durbar was held at Delhi on the 12th 
December, 19 ii, in which Their Majesties recieved 
in person the loyalty of the Indian princes and 
the people alike His Gracious Majesty, 
on this historic occasion, announced the Lmperor George v 

, - , , 1 T -1 (Jucen 

removal of the capital of British India i-mpress vfary m 
from Calcutta to Delhi *and pleased the 
Bengali-speakmg people by annulling the Partition of 
Bengal Bengal has once more been raised to a 
Presidency with a Governor aided by a Council 

The Vicero}alty of Lord Hardinge II. also saw the 
outbreak of the Great European War One of the 
special featuies of this great war is the prominent part 
taken in it by India The rulers of the Native States 
at once rallied, wnth one accord, to the defences of the 
Empire, and offered their personal services and the 
Tesources of their States for the war. 

India also sent her native soldiers to fight on 
European battle-fields. The first regiments from India 
reached France just In the nick of time, and took an 


important share in the hea\y fightings on the Western 
Front The King-Emperor being highly 
pleased v\ith the braverj' of his Indian m the (ircat 
troops, ordered that, m future, " " 

Victoria Cross, the highest of all rewards for bravery. 



204 


THE INDIAN BOYS’ 


shall be given to the brave Indian soldiers, and several 
of them have won this medal The operations in 
Mesopotamia and Palestine were solely conducted by 
the forces sent by the India Government. The 
people of India also supported the Government with 
one heart, and contributed a large sum of money ai\d 
raised several funds to help the distressed Belgians 
and the wounded soldiers iii the various theatres of 
the w'ar 

In 1916, Lord Hardinge II. w'as succeeded by Lord 
Chelmsford, our present Viceroy. In April, 1918, he 

^ „ convened a conference of the Indian 

The Delhi 

Conference, princes and people at Delhi ‘to reaffirm 
the abiding loyalty of the Indian 
people and their resolute will to prosecute to 
their utmost ability the war which Germany had 
wantonly provoked and been ruthlessly waging 
against the freedom of the world.’ The Viceroy, in this 
■conference, aptly described in the following words the 
part played by India in this Great War. “If the war 
were to stop to-monow,” says the Viceroy, “the tale 
ofindia’s share 111 the great W'ar would form no unworthy 
page in her glorious annals Her sons have fought not 
without glory on every front. In East Africa, m 
Palestine and in Mesopotamia they have borne the 
victorious laurels.*’ 

For the valuable services rendered by India in this 
war, she was allowed to send two representatives to the 
Peace Conference at Versailles to settle the final peace 
terms. 
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The administration of Lord Chelmsford is also' 
remarl^able for the preparation of a scheme of Constitu- 
tional Relorms by him m conjunction ^Mth Mr. 
Montague, the present Secretary of State for India. A 
bill embodying the scheme has now been introduced 
into the Parliament 

His administration is also memorable for the 
outbreak and the \ ictorious conclusion of the fourth 
Afghan War 




APPENDIX A. 

BRITISH SOVEREIGNS. 

I. The Anglo-Saxon Line or the House of 
Egbert. 

1. Eghoii {the Found a\ 827—839. 

2. Ethelw iilf 839 — 858. 

3. Etlielbald (ao« 0/ EUuhvnlf)^ 858 — 860. 

4. Etlielbert {son of EUuUmlf 860 — 866. 

5. Ethelred 1. S 66 —Sji. 

6. AKred the GreAt {son oj EiJiciiOuif), 871—901. 

7. Edward I {sonofAl/wd), 901—925. 

8. Athelston {son of Edivard I ), 925—940. 

9. Edmund {son of Ediomd I), 940—946. 

10. Edred(j6i« of Edioaid I), 94^—955. 

11. l^dwy {son of Edniund)^ 955— 959t 

1 2. Edgar ( son of Edmund), 959—975 

13. Edwaid II (i(?« 975 — 979. 

14. Ethelred II. (5(J« of Edgar), 979 — 1016. 

15. Edmund Ironside {Son of Elhclrcd II.), 

1016—1017. 

II. The Danish Line. 

1. Canute the Great, 1017 — 1035. 

2. Harold I. {son of Canute), 1035 — 1040. 

3. YiATd\eAmite {son of Canute), 1040—1042, 

III. The Restored Saxon Line, 

1. Edward the Gowie^^oi {son of Ethelred \\), 

1042—1066. 

2. Harold II. {son of Earl of Godwin), 1066. 
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IV. The Norman Line. 

I 

1. William I. {the Conqueror)^ 1066 — 1087. 

2. William 11. (son q/" I-FiZ/iAW I.), 1087 — iioo. 

3 Henry I {son of \Villia 7 n\), 1100—1135- 
4. Stephen (grandwn of W(llia 7 n I.), 1135 — 1154. 

V. The Flantagenet or Angevian Line. 

1 YiQmy W, {grandson of Henry \.)f 1154 — 1189. 

2. Richard I {son of Henry II.), 1189 — 1199. 

3. John (.W71 II>), 1199 — 1216. 

4. Henry III {son of fohn), 1216—1272. 

5. Edward I of Henry III ), 1272 — 1307, 

6. Edward II {son of Edicard \), 1307 — 1327. 

7. Ed^^a^d III. (aom 0/ II ), 1327 — 1377. 

8. Richard II. {grandson of Edtvard III.), 

*377— 1399. 

VI. The House of Lancaster. 

1. Henry IV. {cousin of Richard II.), 1399 — 1413. 

2. 'Homy {son of Henry W.), 1413—1422. 

3. Henry VI {son of Henry \ 1422 — 1461. 

VII. The House of York. 

1. Edward IV. {son of Richard ^ Duke 

of York), 1461 — 1483. 

2. Edward V. {son of Edward IV.), *483. 

3. Richard III. {brother of Edward IV.), ^ 

1483—1485. 
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VIII The House of Tudor. 

1. ‘•Henry VII. {sonof Rdimind Tjidor ),^^^^ — * 509 * 

2. Hemy Y\l\. (son of Hen) y Yl\), 1509 — 1547. 

3. Edward VI {son of Unity Ylll,), 1547 — 1553, 

4. Mary «/ ///’«rv VIII.), 1553 — 1558 

5. Elizabeth {daughter of Henry VIII )i558 — 1603. 

The House of Stuart 

1 James I. (son of Maty, Queen of Scots), 1603*1625 

2 Charles I {’ion of James I ), 1625-1649. 

Interregnum, 1649-1660 

X The Restored House of Stuart 

1. Charles II {son of Char!cs\), 1660-1685. 

2 James II {son of Charles\), 1685-1688. 

3 William III and Mary {son-in-law and 

daughter oj James II ), 1688-1702. 

4. .A.nne ( daughkr of James II ), 1702-1714. 

XI. The House of Hanover or Brunswick 

I George I {gt eal-grandson of fames I ), 1 7 1 4- 1 7 27 

2. George II {son of George I), 1727-1760 

3 George III {gtandsonofGeorgeW.), 1760-1820. 
4. George IV (vSr>H of George III ), 1820-1830 

5 William IV {son of Geot gc 111 ), 1830-1837. 

6 Victoria (tiieie of William \Y ), 1837-1901. 

XII The House of Saxe-Cohurg or Windsor 

1. Edward VII. {son of Queen Victoria), 1901-1910. 

2. George V ( son of Edward VII.), 1910- 


14 
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APPENDIX B. 

COXTEMPORARY SOVEREIGNS OF INDIA 
AND ENGLAND 


Famous 

Palhan Emperors. 


Contemporaty 
English Sovereigns. 


I. Muhammad Ghori , ) « i i t j t i 

1 194-1206 1 ^ ’^'"6 JolV' 


2. Kutabuddm, ) 
1206-1210 ( 


King John 


3 Altamash, 1210-1236 King John and Henrj III 

4 Ra/ia, 1236-1239 

5 Nasiruddm Mahmud, Henry III 

12^6-1 266 

6. Balban, 1266-1287. .. Henry III and Edward I 


Edward 1 and hxlward II 


I •• 


7. Jelaliiddm Khilii, ) i.' 1 1 t 

1288-1296 { • luU\.mU 

8 AUuddin Kliil,!,^ I Kd„,,rdl .indhdiiardll 

Ghiasuddin l-'-ghlak J __ P j j „ 

1322-1325 J 

10 Muhammad Tughlak, 1 Edw'ardll 

1325-1351 J and Edw'ard III 

1 1 . Fero/ I I4:a^^ ard III and Richard II 

12 Mahmud TughlalO Richard II and Henry IV. 
^ 39 34 5 

13. Khi/ir Khan, 1414-1421 Henry V. 

, , , , , f Henry VI , Kdw ard IV , 

14 BahluILodi, I Kdw'ard V, Richard III. 


Edward II 

Edw'ard 1 1 
and Edw'ard III 


Edward III and Richard II 


14 Balilul Lodi, 

1451-1488 

15 Ibrahim Lodi, 

1516-1 526 


and Henry VII. 
Henry VIII. 
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i6, Sh^ Shah, 1540-1545. Henn VIII. 

17 Atli] Shah, 1553-1556 . Queen Mar>\ 


Moirul Empetois 


Contemporary 
Englush SovrrngnA 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 . 


7. 


Babai, 1526—1530 

HiimaAiin, 1530 — 1540, ) 
1555-1556 J 

\kbar 1 , 1556 — 1605 

Jahfin£[n, 1605 — 1637 ,... 
Shah J.ihan, 1628—1658 

Auransf/eb, 01 
Alaingjr 1 . 1658-1707 

Bahadur Shall, or 
Shah Alain 1 , 1707-1712 
Jahaiidai Shah, 1712 


Henry VIII. 

Heniy VIII and 
Queen Mary. 

( Queen Maiy, Queen 
j lih/abeth and James I 

James I. and Charles I 

Charles I. 

C Charles II , James II , 
< William III and Mar}, 
t and Queen Anne 

\ . . Queen Anne. 


9 

Farrukh Se\<ii, ) 


1712-1719 J 

10 

Rafi-ud-dariat, 1719 

1 1 

Rafi-ud-daula, 1719 

12. 

Muhammad Sh.di, 1 


1719—1748 5 

13. 

Vhmad Shah, 1748 — 


1754 

14 

Alamgirll, i754“i7S9 

IS- 

Shah Vlam 11., ) 

1759 — 1806 J 

16. 

Akbar II , 1806-1827. 

17 

Bahadur Shah II , 1 


1827-1857 j 


Queen Anne and Georjirc I, 
George I 
George 1 and George II. 

George II 

George II and Geroge III. 

George III and George IV. 

George IV, William 
IV and Queen Victoria. 
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